GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

August 26, 2026

Dr. Wynn Rosser

Commissioner of Higher Education

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
1801 Congress Avenue, Suite 12.200
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Commissioner Rosser:

Texas has taken significant steps to make higher education more affordable for students and families.
In addition to freezing undergraduate tuition and fees, the State has expanded financial aid
opportunities and increased investments in public institutions year after year. While these efforts
have reduced the cost of attending college, the amount of time required to earn a bachelor’s degree
continues to be a significant driver of the total cost of attendance. Every semester adds to tuition,
fees, housing, food, transportation, and other living expenses, and delays students’ ability to begin
their careers. Texas students are our future leaders and the workforce of tomorrow. They deserve the
option to receive a degree in a high-demand, high-wage field in less time as a means to reduce the
overall cost of securing a degree. Therefore, I direct the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
(THECB) to convene a working group to develop a statewide framework for establishing three-year
bachelor’s degree pathways.

Texas must identify innovative ways to reduce the cost and time required to earn a bachelor’s degree.
Recent changes to accreditation standards have created a new opportunity to develop three-year
bachelor’s degree pathways in high-demand, high-wage fields.

Accordingly, I direct the working group to develop recommendations regarding:

e Academic standards and requirements for three-year bachelor’s degree pathways;

e Degree programs and high-demand occupations for which three-year bachelor’s degree
pathways may be most appropriate;

e Student demand and employer workforce needs;

e Accreditation and institutional approval requirements; and

e Statutory, regulatory, or administrative changes necessary for statewide implementation.

THECB shall convene public institutions of higher education, employers, accrediting organizations,
faculty leadership, and other relevant stakeholders to participate in the working group. THECB shall
submit the working group’s recommendations and proposed implementation framework to my office
by Thursday, December 31, 2026.
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Texas has long been a national leader in higher education innovation and workforce development. I
look forward to working with the Legislature to codify an accelerated three-year bachelor’s degree
pathway. Our universities will continue leading the nation in providing affordable, accessible, high-
quality higher education while preparing more Texans for successful careers.

Thank you for your continued leadership and partnership in advancing opportunities for Texas
students and families.

Sincerely,

i

Greg Abbott
Governor



