PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Goyrernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 305 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

House Bill No. 305 laudably seeks to promote the timely resolution of criminal
cases following a defendant’s restoration to competency but does so by imposing
a rigid procedural mandate that could create legal problems. Requiring that
counsel raise within 14 days “any” evidentiary or procedural issue necessary for
the case to proceed to trial could result in forfeiture or waiver of numerous issues
by either side. It may prove impossible to wrangle the entire universe of trial-
related issues in this artificially compressed timeline. I therefore disapprove of
this bill because it would inadvertently transform a provision obligating courts to
resume proceedings into a rule with new pitfalls that could harm both the state
and the defense. I look forward to working with the bill authors to develop a more
careful approach in the future.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

GREG ABBOT
Governof of Texas

ATTESTED BY:

b Ao ok

J4NE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK

JUN 22 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guouernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 413 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

House Bill No. 413 is a common-sense reform that ensures pre-trial detention
does not become a form of punishment and will save taxpayers money. However,
the bill fails to specify that the method of release must provide sufficient sureties
to ensure public safety and appearance at trial. The protection of liberty must be
balanced with clarity, accountability, and public safety. This bill fails to strike that
balance and lacks critical safeguards against abuse. I look forward to considering
these reforms in the future, with certain clarifications.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

ATTESTED BY:

oAl

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
OF STATE
S8ECRETARY B eLocK

JUN 22 2005



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoyernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 449 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

The increased prevalence of sexually explicit deep fake media is alarming.
However, the author of this bill requested it be vetoed because other, more
comprehensive approaches to this issue were passed this session and signed into
law, like Senate Bill No. 441.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

G’ﬁﬁ W

ATTESTED BY:

OpmeAQe bk _

Y4ANE NELSON
Secretary of State

e OF THE
TSR
N 22 25



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoirernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 705 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

Enacting and enforcing laws are not just things that sovereign governments do; it
is the very embodiment of sovereign power. Sovereign Power, BLACK’S LAW
DICTIONARY (12th ed.). The “power to create and enforce a legal code” is the
most easily identified example of a State’s sovereign interest. Alfred L. Snapp &
Son, Inc. v. Puerto Rico, 458 U.S. 592, 601 (1982). House Bill No. 705 would
cede Texas’s sovereign power by subjecting it to a Cosmetology Licensure
Compact comprised of other States. Under this proposal, Texas could “enact and
enforce laws” only if they are “not inconsistent with” the Compact. The Compact
Commission, meanwhile, could pass rules that “shall have the force of law” in
Texas, even though its Executive Committee might not include a Texan.

While I appreciate that the bill’s authors added language that attempts to protect
state sovereignty, there is no guarantee that the Compact Commission will respect
that language, or that it will refrain from making changes in the future that hurt
Texans. That, of course, is the problem with giving away Texas sovereignty to
others today—no one knows what they will do tomorrow. This cession of state
power is also unnecessary. Out-of-state cosmetology licensees may already seek
reciprocal licensing here. This session, the Legislature made it even easier for
many practitioners by granting provisional licenses in Senate Bill No. 1818. If
more changes are needed to better align Texas practice with national standards,
there is a way to do that without surrendering state power: Pick and choose which
rules to put in state law.

Texans welcome good ideas, no matter where they come from. But in our
republican form of government, Texas lawmakers must adopt the rules that will
bind Texans. We should not ask some other sovereign—or a conglomerate of
them—to do the lawmaking for us.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

4

AB T FlLE%é%E#ER%FS:?CSETO'; THE
ATE
Governor/of /Texas 0'CLOCK

JUN 2 2 2025



Governor Greg Abbott HB 705 Veto Proclamation
June 22, 2025 Page 2

ATTESTED BY:

O e

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFF
SECRETARY OLCSEngETHE

—_ O'cLock

JUN 22 205



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoiernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 1690 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

In a session focused on securing water resources, House Bill No. 1690 sends the
opposite message. This bill would increase the regulatory hurdles to convey water
resources. And it would do so needlessly. State law already authorizes
groundwater conservation districts to adopt rules necessary to manage
groundwater resources, including rules for public notice and hearings on
groundwater permits. TEX. WATER CODE §§ 36.101, 36.114. This bill, however,
would require a groundwater district to adopt rules requiring that notice be given
about all groundwater transfers outside of the district. The management of
groundwater resources varies across the State. House Bill No. 1690 creates a one-
size-fits-all approach, which may not be appropriate for all areas.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

G
Governor exas

ATTESTED BY:

OpnaAQe v _

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
O’CLOCK

JUN 22 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guirernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 2243 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

House Bill No. 2243 rightly seeks to address the issue of teacher satisfaction and
retention and to build upon the valuable work of the Teacher Vacancy Task Force
that I convened in 2022. However, the bill would allow a newly-created
Commission to hire staff and legal counsel and procure goods and consulting
services without adhering to competitive bidding rules or the Professional
Services Procurement Act—both important safeguards for the use of taxpayer
dollars.

To complicate matters, the bill would allow the Commission to do all this work in
the executive branch while made up of members of the legislative branch. Our
Constitution creates a government of “three distinct departments” with no
overlap, except where expressly authorized. TEX. CONST. art. II, § 1. All executive
power is vested in an Executive Department comprised of six officers. Id. art. IV,
§8 1, 16, 21, 22; id. art. III, § 49; id. art. XIV, § 1. As “Chief Executive Officer,”
the Governor may oversee other officers of the Executive Department, Day Land
& Cattle Co. v. State, 4 S'W. 865, 867 (Tex. 1887), and must exercise the
residuary of executive power not lodged with them, Collins v. Yellen, 594 U.S.
220, 250-256 (2021). That includes the duty to superintend the exercise of
executive power by those who act as agents with delegated authority. Abbott v.
Harris County, 672 S.W.3d 1, 18 (Tex. 2023).

It is unconstitutional for a different branch, by appointment or otherwise, to
superintend the exercise of executive power. TEX. CONST. art. II, § 1; cf. id.
art. IV, § 12. The “notion that the Constitution allows one branch to install non-
officer employees in another branch would come as a surprise to many.” Donziger
v. United States, 143 S. Ct. 868, 870 (2023) (Gorsuch, J., dissenting from denial
of certiorari). It is also unconstitutional for an inferior executive to superintend
agents of the Chief Executive. TEX. CONST. art. IV, § 1.

The stated purpose of this bill can be achieved without expending additional state
funding, removing important contracting requirements, or transgressing the Texas
Constitution’s separation of powers. I will work with the author and sponsor to
convene a task force this interim to streamline teachers’ responsibilities and to
repeal unnecessary administrative burdens.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

FILED IN THE OFFiC
SECRETARY OF SEngETHE

—_— __OcLockK
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Governor Greg Abbott
June 22, 2025

ATTESTED BY:

Copona A

JANE NELSON
Secretary of State

HB 2243 Veto Proclamation
Page 2

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

FILED IN THE OFFICE
SECRETARY OF STg';ET HE
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PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guirernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 2520 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

House Bill No. 2520 is framed as subjecting a TEA-appointed board of managers
to the Open Meetings Act. But that is already the law. Boards of managers are
directed to “exercise the powers and duties of a school district’s board of
trustees.” TEX. EDUC. CODE § 39A.004. And one duty of a school district’s board
of trustees is to comply with the Open Meetings Act. TEX. GOV’'T CODE
§ 551.001(3)(E). If a board of managers is not doing its duty, the answer is not to
duplicate laws already on the books.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

GEEG ABBQ
Governor g AS

ATTESTED BY:

QoA o ldav_

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0’CLOCK

JUN 2 2 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoiernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 3120 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

House Bill No. 3120 is a well-intentioned effort to make child detention facilities,
and the communities around them, safer. To that end, the bill would direct facility
owners to seek a Memorandum of Understanding with a local government that
includes plans for reporting and preventing illness, conducting quarterly
inspections, safely evacuating residents, and reporting periodically on occupancy
and facility incidents. This all seems like good policy. If a fire breaks out,
firefighters should know how many people they need to search for inside.

But these sorts of arrangements should be things of the past. While making the
border more secure than ever before, President Trump has also reduced the
trafficking of unaccompanied minors. Perhaps that is why the Department of
Justice last month filed a motion in federal district court seeking to dissolve a
1997 settlement agreement governing child detention facilities. Given all this
change, now is not the right time to adjust the rules governing such facilities. I
look forward to revisiting this issue with a clearer picture of available options in
the future.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

e g st

m?@
Governor o as

ATTESTED BY:
@ Ty Ar1'r -
YANE NELSON
Secretary of State R T e ara e
0'CLOCK

JUN 2 2 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoiernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 4530 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

The Texas Water Development Board serves a vital purpose in overseeing our
State’s future water supply, including managing the Texas Water Trust to support
environmental needs interconnected with surface water. House Bill No. 4530
would allow private individuals to dedicate their groundwater to the Trust. But it
fails to explain ~ow groundwater percolating below the surface of the Earth is to
be transferred to a surface water trust focused on instream flows, water quality,
fish and wildlife habitat, and bay and estuary inflows. It also fails to explain how
to accurately measure the amount of groundwater added to the Trust. While I
support individual liberty—including the liberty to alienate private property
rights—this bill does not consider the means necessary to achieve its goal.
Therefore, I disapprove of this bill.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

G B
Governor of Texas

ATTESTED BY:

oA Qe i

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
O'CLOCK

JUN 22 2005



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoirernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 4885 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

I veto this bill.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

ATTESTED BY:

Copora A

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0’CLOCK

JUN 22 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guirernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 5671 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

This session I signed laws that secure water resources for generations of Texans
to come so that our great State can continue to thrive. As with any government
investment, we must make sure it is properly managed with sufficient oversight.
House Bill No. 5671 does the opposite. This bill removes TCEQ approval of
water and wastewater construction projects that the Johnson County Special
Utility District funds with bond debt. It is fiscally inefficient for the District to
increase local government debt to build infrastructure without any input from
TCEQ, which is charged with ensuring those investments, once constructed, meet
legal drinking water and wastewater standards. For these reasons, I disapprove of
this bill.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

ATTESTED BY:

ool

JANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK

JUN 22 2035



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoiernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 268 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

In its attempt to streamline responses to health care complaints, this bill would
inadvertently raise hurdles to protecting public health and safety. Senate Bill
No. 268 aims to ensure a health care complaint is handled by the right regulatory
board. It would require a board to forward a complaint about a licensee to the
board that issued that individual’s license. That’s good. But it would also prohibit
the original board from taking any disciplinary action for portions of a complaint
within its jurisdiction. The Medical Board, for example, should not be prohibited
from issuing a cease-and-desist order for unlicensed medical practice simply
because the specific practice at issue is also regulated by another board. I look
forward to working with the author in the future to craft a solution that accounts
for regulatory overlap and ensures no gaps in enforcement.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

GREG AB

Governor xas

ATTESTED BY:

@ Ty A1V

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
O'CLOCK

JUN 22 205



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoiernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 614 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

As the Supreme Court of the United States recognized nearly two centuries ago, a
final criminal judgment is “binding on all the world.” Ex parte Watkins, 3 Pet.
193, 202-203 (1830). That is why efforts to reopen a state court judgment in
habeas proceedings must be the rare exception—i.e., where the convicting court
manifestly lacked jurisdiction over the defendant or his offense.

Senate Bill No. 614, however, encourages convicted criminals, defense attorneys,
and state courts to embrace the notion that the writ of habeas corpus ad
subjiciendum is merely a fifth, sixth, or seventh round of review—sometimes
taken decades after defendants received the process due to them in a criminal trial
and exhausted any direct appeals afforded by state law. This bill would encourage
the Texas Forensic Science Commission to refer cases that have already been
dismissed as lacking merit to the Office of Capital and Forensic Writs.

OCFW should not be seeking to assist convicted criminals with undoing final
criminal judgments based on “the same subject matter” that TFSC already
determined was baseless. That undercuts “the State’s sovereign interest in its final
judgment” and its “powerful and legitimate interest in punishing the guilty.”
Brown v. Davenport, 596 U.S. 118, 132—-133 (2022). Our laws must separate “the
meritorious needles from the growing haystack” of habeas claims, not stack it
even higher. Id. at 132.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

GREG T =

Governfr exas

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK

JUN 22 2025



Governor Greg Abbott SB 614 Veto Proclamation
June 22, 2025 Page 2

ATTESTED BY:

oAk

Y4NE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK

JUN 2 2 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guirernor of the State of Texus

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 648 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

No one disputes that title theft and deed fraud are serious problems. That is why
criminal offenses and civil penalties already prohibit it under Texas law.
E.g., TEX. PENAL CODE ch. 31, 32; TEX. CIv. PRAC. & REM. CODE ch. 12. That is
also why county clerks are required to notify property owners when they have a
good faith belief that a document purporting to create a lien or assert a property
claim has been fraudulently filed. See TEX. GOv. CODE § 51.901.

Although Senate Bill No. 648 seeks to strengthen protections, it does so by
imposing barriers that will burden low-income Texans, rural residents, and those
handling family land without legal assistance. The bill would require property
owners—but only those who have not retained an attorney or title agent—to jump
through additional hoops, like producing every named heir to execute an affidavit
of heirship. The ability to hire a professional may help individuals navigate legal
rules more easily. But it should not entitle a person to different rules altogether.

I am adding this issue to a special session call so that legislators may tackle title
theft and deed fraud without creating separate rules for the haves and have-nots.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

oo idsr

/G@G
Gove exas
ATTESTED BY:
w FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
YANE NELSON _ 0'Ct.0CK

Secretary of State JUN 2 2 2075



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoyernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 974 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

Appraisal review boards serve as arbiters in the local property tax imposition
process. And it is imperative that board members are free from allegations that
their profession colors their judgment, especially when one of the entities that
could benefit from a board decision may be a board member’s employer. While
the intent of Senate Bill No. 974 is well taken, we must ensure members of
appraisal review boards can exercise judgment without compromise.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

GKEGABBOT!

Governor of Texas

ATTESTED BY:

Opme Qe lbaow

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK
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PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoiernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 1032 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

The Governor’s University Research Initiative was primarily intended to aid
public institutions of higher education in recruiting distinguished researchers from
around the world to come to Texas public universities. Senate Bill No. 1032
would expand GURI program eligibility to private institutions. That may be a
worthwhile cause. But the reality is that the Legislature did not fully fund the
program. I would be happy to reconsider this legislation at a future time when
GURI is fully funded.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

ATTESTED BY:

Opne Qe fbaov

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICC .
ETARY OF ST#. L
SECR 0'CLO:
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PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guirernor of the State of Texus

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 1253 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

As originally proposed, Senate Bill No. 1253 tackled an important problem,
encouraging conservation of water by authorizing political subdivisions to reduce
impact fees for builders who include facilities that increase water conservation
and efficiency. On third reading in the House, however, the bill changed
dramatically. It now singles out property owners in one groundwater conservation
district and subjects them to new burdens for exercising private property rights,
like new fees that increase every year and entry onto property without the owner’s
permission. We can and should pursue strategies that protect “property rights
from government intrusion and control.” Texas v. DHS, 123 F.4th 186, 213 (5th
Cir. 2024).

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

ATTESTED BY:

@ Ty A1)

JANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK

JUN 2 2 205



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoirernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 1278 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

No State has done more to both protect and advance the future of victims of
human trafficking. Our commitment to supporting those victims will remain
steadfast.

That said, Senate Bill No. 1278 does more than aid and support victims of human
trafficking. It goes beyond that and creates an affirmative defense that could
excuse a crime if a defendant claims to be a victim of human trafficking or
compelled prostitution and claims to have acted in response to coercion or threats.
The bill’s approach, however, severs the link between culpability and conduct. If
the person is a qualifying victim, the bill holds out “an affirmative defense to
prosecution”—any prosecution.

That means a person could be immune not only for acts of prostitution that are
linked to their own prior victimization, but also for raping a child, murdering a
law enforcement officer, or engaging in acts of terrorism. We can and should
recognize that victimization begets more victimization. But legal responsibility
cannot always be passed off to someone else. Some who started off as victims
later make a choice to perpetrate similar crimes against others. As for those who
act out of genuine fear of reprisal, existing law recognizes the legitimate defense
of duress—narrowly drawn and equally applicable to all. See TEX. PENAL
CoODE § 8.05.

For these reasons, I find it necessary to veto this draft. I look forward to working
with the authors during a special session on a more narrowly tailored piece of
legislation.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

Governor of Texas FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY og 'SCTATE

LOCK
JUN 22 205



Governor Greg Abbott
June 22, 2025

ATTESTED BY:

Cpna 1

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

SB 1278 Veto Proclamation
Page 2

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
O’CLOCK

JUN 2 2 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Buouernor of the State of Texus

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 1838 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

Senate Bill No. 1838 invites attorneys appointed ad litem to argue with the courts
that appointed them—at taxpayer expense—about how much money they are
owed. This not only expands the existing cottage industry of post-judgment fee
disputes, it also incentivizes court-appointed attorneys to inflate their fees in
anticipation of later contesting any downward modification. It also requires the
presiding judges of the administrative judicial regions to decide what constitutes
reasonable compensation, even though those judges have no connection to the
underlying case and no knowledge of how much an attorney worked. Better to
trust the district courts to make that call.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

T
Governor ofTexas

ATTESTED BY:

OpnaAQa b _

Y4NE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK

JUN 22 2005



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guirernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 1937 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

Senate Bill No. 1937 would impose a rigid mandate requiring nuclear DNA
testing in every capital case, even where that method is not scientifically
appropriate for the biological material at issue. DNA evidence varies in quantity,
quality, and form; no single testing method is suitable in all circumstances.
Federal courts, for example, recognize that mitochondrial DNA “has some
advantages over nuclear DNA.” United States v. Beverly, 369 F.3d 516, 528-529
(6th Cir. 2004).

Additionally, Senate Bill No. 1937 would require overworked laboratory experts
to participate in pretrial discovery meetings and hearings, potentially diverting
scarce resources away from essential testing in other cases. Rather than expedite
justice, this bill may inadvertently delay it—or prevent it altogether by limiting
the evidentiary tools available to hold murderers accountable.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

GREG O7TT )
Governor of Xexas

ATTESTED BY:
OpmeAQa ek
XANE NELSON
Secretary of State
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
o‘cLock

JUN 22 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guorernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 2111 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

As the Supreme Court of the United States recognized nearly two centuries ago, a
final criminal judgment is “binding on all the world.” Ex parte Watkins, 3 Pet.
193, 202-203 (1830). That is why efforts to reopen a state court judgment in
habeas proceedings must be the rare exception—i.e., where the convicting court
manifestly lacked jurisdiction over the defendant or his offense.

Senate Bill No. 2111, however, encourages convicted criminals, defense
attorneys, and state courts to embrace the myth that the writ of habeas corpus ad
subjiciendum is merely a fifth, sixth, or seventh round of review—sometimes
taken decades after defendants received the process due to them in a criminal trial
and exhausted any direct appeals afforded by state law. This bill would require
courts to appoint counsel in post-conviction habeas proceedings anytime a habeas
petitioner has “a potentially meritorious claim.”

Every petitioner claims he may be innocent or may have been convicted in
violation of the law. But our legal system rests on the law, evidence, and
authoritative judgments, not guesswork, surmise, and endless petitions. “[T]he
final result of proceedings in courts of competent jurisdiction establishes what is
correct ‘in the eyes of the law,’” namely, that the prisoner is guilty. Edwards v.
Vannoy, 593 U.S. 255, 290-291 (2021) (Gorsuch, J., concurring). Our laws must
separate “the meritorious needles from the growing haystack” of habeas claims,
not stack it even higher. Brown v. Davenport, 596 U.S. 118, 132 (2022).

I look forward to considering other parts of this criminal justice bill if legislators
can agree to deny bail to repeat murderers, rapists, and human traffickers.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

%‘WW

GREG A ABB

Governor of
ED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
I:“.SECRETARY OF SCTA(')I'S

JUN 22 2005



Governor Greg Abbott SB 2111 Veto Proclamation
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ATTESTED BY:

b Ao ok

JANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE
SECRETARY OF STare =

—  __o'cLOCK
JUN 2 2 205



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoyrernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 2501 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

Senate Bill No. 2501 seeks to give indigent parents greater freedom to select legal
counsel for proceedings that affect the parent-child relationship. But it goes too
far. Under this bill an attorney could be “selected by the parent” to be
“compensated by the county,” only for the parent to “substitute counsel” over and
over again—for any reason or no reason at all. All of this must be allowed without
“any action [by the court] that influences, directs, or interferes.” That could invite
some desperate or spiteful parents to select new counsel ad litem ad infinitum, in a
stall tactic that harms children and burdens judicial efficiency.

Worse yet, the bill may create conflicts of interests. An attorney ad litem
“represents a child during the course of a legal action” and owes “duties of
undivided loyalty” to the child. Attorney ad litem, BLACK’S LAW DICTIONARY
(12th ed.); TEX. FAM. CoDE § 107.001(2). This bill, however, may tempt attorneys
to divide their loyalties by deferring to the parents who appointed them, rather
than seeking what is best for the client. I look forward to reviewing legislation in
the future that includes reasonable safeguards against abuse.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

ATTESTED BY:
O e b
F OFFICE OF THE
JANE NELSON FILED RETARY OF STATE
Secretary of State 0'CLOCK

JUN 22 2055



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoiernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 2878 as passed by the Eighty-
Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

Senate Bill No. 2878—presented as a routine judicial omnibus, which has
traditionally been noncontroversial—includes significant, standalone policy
proposals that failed to receive adequate consideration during the legislative
session. For example, the bill would allow unlimited automatic expunctions for
completing any pretrial intervention program. While most of this bill should
become law, parts of it should be excluded. The bill, in its current form, must be
vetoed and will be placed on the special session agenda.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

@h ABBOTT
overnor of Texas

ATTESTED BY:

OpnaAJe ok

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK

JUN 2 2 2025



PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Senate Bill No. 1, the General Appropriations Act, from the Eighty-Ninth Texas
Legislature, Regular Session, having been duly certified by the Comptroller of Public
Accounts pursuant to Article III, Section 49a of the Texas Constitution, has been
presented to me for action.

Today, I sign a two-year state budget that stays under all four constitutional spending
limits and the statutory limit to spend less than the growth in population and inflation.
The priorities funded in this budget include: $51 billion in property relief funding; a
historic $2.6 billion investment in water infrastructure and additional ongoing revenues
for water projects; $5 billion for the Texas Energy Fund to create more dispatchable
energy generation; funding to create the Texas Cyber Command to better protect Texas
from cyber-attacks; financing for the newly established Texas Advanced Nuclear Energy
Office to provide grants for nuclear energy development; and funding to improve the
state’s ability to respond to disasters. This budget also marks a historic increase in
funding to our state’s public education system and continues to keep our border secure.
These ongoing commitments, along with strategic one-time investments, will keep this
state the best place to live, work, and raise a family for generations to come.

However, I hereby object to and disapprove the following items from Senate Bill No. 1
and include a statement of my objections to each of those items.

OBJECTIONS TO ITEMS OF APPROPRIATION

Article IX — General Provisions

Sec. 17.30. Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer Program.




Governor Greg Abbott SB I Line-Item Veto Proclamation
June 22, 2025 Page 2

As the contingency portions of this rider detail, there is significant uncertainty regarding
federal matching rates for this and other similar programs. Once there is more clarity
about the long-term fiscal ramifications for creating such a program, the Legislature can
reconsider funding this item.

Sec. 18.37. Contingency for Senate Bill 16. Contingent-on-enactment-of Senate- Bill-16;

- - 3 O

This veto deletes a contingency rider for legislation that did not pass.

1413. Contingenton-enactmentof-Senate B

Sec. 18.60. Contingency for Senate Bill

b -] O




Governor Greg Abbott SB I Line-Item Veto Proclamation
June 22, 2025 Page 3

This veto deletes a contingency rider for legislation that did not pass.

SIGNING MESSAGE

Article VI — Natural Resources

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

36. Interbasin Transfer Permit Guidance. Out of funds appropriated above, the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality shall expend no staff time or resources of any
type for the purpose of preparing, planning, or issuance of any permits related to an
interbasin transfer of water from the Cypress Basin to any entity in or that services
Regional Planning Group C as defined by the 2022 State Water Plan.

Signing Message: Rider 36 in the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality bill
pattern is likely unconstitutional and unenforceable. This rider purports to prohibit
Commission staff from expending time or resources preparing, planning, or issuing any
permits related to a certain interbasin transfer of water. The Texas Water Code includes
provisions governing interbasin transfers, and this attempt to make general law in the
General Appropriations Act likely violates Article III, Section 35 of the Texas
Constitution.

I have signed Senate Bill No. 1 together with this proclamation stating my objections in
accordance with Article IV, Section 14 of the Texas Constitution.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

CREG AﬁT
Governo exas



Governor Greg Abbott
June 22, 2025

ATTESTED BY:

Opona40

JANE NELSON
Secretary of State
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PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guoyernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

House Bill No. 500, from the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, having
been duly certified by the Comptroller of Public Accounts pursuant to Article III, Section
49a of the Texas Constitution, has been presented to me for review and action.

I hereby object to and disapprove the following item from House Bill No. 500 and
include a statement of my objections to this item.

SECTION 1.14. TEXAS FACILITIES COMMISSION: SCIF CONSTRUCTION.
(a) The amount of $94,000,000 is appropriated from the general revenue fund to the
Texas Facilities Commission for the two-year period beginning on the effective date
of this Act for the commission to contract for the design and construction of two
sensitive compartmentalized information facilities (SCIF) in a manner consistent with
Strategy A.2.1, Facilities Design and Construction, as listed in Chapter 1170 (H.B. 1),
Acts of the 88th Legislature, Regular Session, 2023 (the General Appropriations Act),
including:

(1) $44,000,000 to construct one SCIF in the Lubbock area, contingent upon federal
sponsorship of facility clearance;-and

(b) During the two-year period beginning on the effective date of this Act, in addition
to the capital budget authority other law grants to the commission during that period,
the Texas Facilities Commission may use $94,000,000 in capital budget authority for
the appropriation made by Subsection (a) of this section.

Increasing our physical and cyber security is a priority for Texas. However, this
funding is duplicative of other state initiatives including the Texas Cyber Command
and would create an additional SCIF where others are currently operational. The
Legislature can reconsider this item next session if the federal partner expresses
direct support for such a project.

I have signed House Bill No. 500 together with this proclamation stating my objections in
accordance with Article IV, Section 14 of the Texas Constitution.

Since the Eighty-Ninth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the secretary
of state and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

FILED IN THE OFFICE
SECRETARY OF STAve =

— 0O'CLOCK
JUN 22 205



Governor Greg Abbott
June 22, 2025

ATTESTED BY:

O Ao ldai

YANE NELSON
Secretary of State

HB 500 Line-Item Veto Proclamation
Page 2

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
22nd day of June, 2025.

Governor as

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
0'CLOCK

JUN 22 2075




