
G O V E R N O R G R E G A B B O T T

POST OFFICE BOX 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VOICE) DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SERVICES

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

March 13, 2025 
 
The Honorable Steve Toth 
Texas House of Representatives 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, TX 75768 
 
Dear Representative Toth: 
 
Thank you for your February 26, 2025, letter highlighting the inappropriate, and potentially 
unlawful, actions of Bellaire High School educators to “socially transition” a student—violating 
the express wishes of the child’s mother. As you know, I instructed TEA to investigate this matter 
and publicly restated my long-held stance on this issue: No school should be “transitioning” 
children.  
 
Parental rights are not stripped once a child enters a classroom. “[A] child is not a mere creature 
of the state; those who nurture him and direct his destiny have the right, coupled with the high 
duty, to recognize and prepare him for additional obligations.”1 The responsibility for the “custody, 
care and nurture of the child reside[s] first with the parents.”2 In most  scenarios, a school should 
not “inject itself into the private realm of the family [and] question the ability of that parent to 
make the best decisions concerning the rearing of that parent’s children.”3 Schools certainly should 
not promote distorted notions of human biology or push children further into gender dysphoria. 
 
Under Texas law, parents are partners with educators and schools.4 Texans have the right to direct 
their child’s moral and religious training, to make decisions concerning their child’s education, 
and to consent before any medical, psychiatric, or psychological treatment is provided to their 
child.5 If the allegations against Bellaire High School are true, then these parental guarantees have 
been grossly violated. No parent should have to endure such treatment, and this is another example 
of why I have long championed school choice in Texas.  
 
To that end, I have instructed TEA to investigate any allegation that employees of Bellaire High 
School sought to socially transition any student, and after gathering all relevant facts, to: 
 

• Investigate whether Bellaire High School failed to adopt, or abide by, any statutorily 
required policies under the Education Code, including policies concerning sexual 

 
1 Pierce v. Soc’y of Sisters of Holy Names of Jesus & Mary, 268 U.S. 510, 535 (1925).  
2 Prince v. Massachusetts, 321 U.S. 158, 166 (1944). 
3 Troxel v. Granville, 530 U.S. 57, 68–69 (2000) (plurality op.). 
4 See TEX. EDUC. CODE § 26.001(a).  
5 See TEX. FAM. CODE § 151.001(1), (6), (10). 
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education curriculum, parental consent for communications with students, mental health 
services or guidance to students, and parent grievances; 

• Coordinate with the State Board of Educator Certification (SBEC) to investigate whether 
any Bellaire High School employees have engaged in misconduct; 

• Coordinate with appropriate agencies, including law enforcement, to determine whether a 
student at Bellaire High School has been subjected to abuse or neglect;6 and 

• Coordinate with SBEC to consider rulemaking to reaffirm that socially transitioning 
students or encouraging students to transition will result in disciplinary action and may 
require schools to report and investigate such actions for child abuse or neglect. 

 
While this investigation may result in disciplinary action even under current law, like you, I look 
forward to working with the Legislature to further empower parents. All Texas students deserve a 
quality education—without efforts to defy basic biology and endanger children. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Greg Abbott 
Governor 

 
6 See President Donald J. Trump, Address Before a Joint Session of Congress, AMERICAN PRESIDENCY PROJECT 
(March 4, 2025), https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/address-before-joint-session-the-congress-4 (“A few 
years ago, January Littlejohn and her husband discovered that their daughter’s school had secretly socially transitioned 
their 13-year-old little girl. Teachers and administrators conspired to deceive January and her husband, while 
encouraging her daughter to use a new name and pronouns—‘they/them’ pronouns, actually—all without telling 
January, who is here tonight and is now a courageous advocate against this form of child abuse.”). 

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/address-before-joint-session-the-congress-4

