GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

July 7, 2026

Ms. Stephanie Muth

Executive Commissioner

Texas Health and Human Services Commission
P.O. Box 13247

Austin, Texas 78711-3247

Dear Executive Commissioner Muth:

Today, I direct you to immediately investigate reports that Mission Regional Medical Center, a hospital facility
regulated by the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), is advertising “BIRTH PACKAGES
IN SOUTH TEXAS” in foreign countries and targeting such advertisement to foreign nationals in an apparent
effort to profit from securing United States citizenship for their children.

“Birth tourism” is an illegal practice that exploits the extraordinary hospitality that the United States and Texas
offer to millions of foreign travelers each year. Unfortunately, thousands of foreign travelers come to the United
States under false pretenses to give birth and secure citizenship for their children. As Governor of Texas, I will
do everything in my power to assist federal officials to stop this fraudulent practice.

Therefore, I direct HHSC to immediately and thoroughly investigate Mission Regional Medical Center for any
violations of state law and contractual obligations. Any violations will immediately be referred to the Attorney
General for civil enforcement and to the appropriate District or County Attorney for criminal prosecution.
Additionally, HHSC shall take appropriate administrative actions against Mission Regional Medical Center,
including, but not limited to, assessing sanctions and penalties.

American citizenship is not for sale and Texas will not permit our healthcare system to be used as a magnet for
birth tourism.

I will also work with the Texas Legislature next session to strengthen state law and eliminate birth tourism in
Texas.

Sincerely,

Greg Abbott

Governor
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