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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Greg Abbott, Governor
of Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto House Bill No. 237$ as passed by the Eighty
Fifth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

House Bill 237$ would have essentially mandated that export permits issued by
groundwater conservation districts be extended indefinitely. An indefinite permit
hinders the public from participating in the decision-making of the groundwater
conservation district. It does not, however, prevent the groundwater conservation
district from changing the terms of the permit unilaterally, a power House Bill
2378 continues to allow these districts to exercise. Excluding the public,
potentially in perpetuity, from the decisions of a groundwater conservation district
will reduce transparency and inhibit the district’s ability to respond to changed
circumstances over time. The next Legislature should consider legislation that
accomplishes the goals of House Bill 2378 without its defects.

Since the Eighty-Fifth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, by its adjournment has
prevented the return of this bill, I am filing these objections in the office of the Secretary
of State and giving notice thereof by this public proclamation according to the
aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I
have signed my name officially
and caused the Seal of the State to
be affixed hereto at Austin, this
15th day of June, 2017.

ROLANDO B. PABLOS
Secretary of State
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