GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

May 12, 2026

Colonel Freeman Martin

Texas Department of Public Safety
5805 North Lamar Boulevard
Austin, Texas 78752

Dear Colonel Martin:

I am directing the Texas Department of Public Safety to immediately expand the Texas Repeat Offender Task Force
to the Dallas-Fort Worth, San Antonio, and Austin metropolitan areas. As the Texas Department of Public Safety
fulfills its mission to uphold the rule of law and ensure the safety of every Texan, our state’s peace officers confront
a revolving door of repeat violent offenders — criminals who commit crimes, then are released back into our
communities only to reoffend and threaten innocent lives.

Decades of criminal justice research and operational experience demonstrate that most violent crime is committed by
repeat offenders. Targeting these dangerous perpetrators reduces crime, increases safety, and better protects Texans.
On October 1, 2025, I launched the Texas Repeat Offender Task Force, a joint operation between the Texas
Department of Public Safety, local law enforcement, and federal partners in the Houston area, to identify and arrest
dangerous repeat offenders, apprehend fugitives, and disrupt criminal activity before more Texans become victims.

The results have been swift and substantial. As of May 11, 2026, this initiative has led to 728 arrests of repeat
offenders, including 455 high-threat criminals_and gang members. Stolen vehicles have been recovered and
weapons have been seized. The neighborhoods of Houston are safer with the arrest of the criminals most likely to
commit another crime.

Similar success must be delivered to communities across the state. Upon receipt of this directive, the Texas
Department of Public Safety will expand this task force by coordinating with local and federal partners in the Dallas-
Fort Worth, San Antonio, and Austin metropolitan areas, identify priority offenders, deploy intelligence-driven
operations, and remove violent repeat offenders from our streets.

Texas is relentlessly pursuing criminals who endanger our communities. We will unapologetically back law
enforcement, bring dangerous criminals to justice, and keep our communities safe.

Sincerely,
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Greg Abbott
Governor
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