GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT
August 19, 2026

The Honorable Don Huffines
Comptroller

Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
P.O. Box 13528, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711-3528

Dear Comptroller Huffines:

As Texas continues to make crucial investments in public education, it is our collective responsibility to ensure
that taxpayer dollars directly reach students, classrooms, and teachers, instead of being absorbed by central-office
growth, administrative bloat, consultants, and the web of noninstructional bureaucracy. Texans expect that taxes
collected from their hard-earned dollars will be spent in compliance with the law. Therefore, I am formally
requesting that you undertake a review to determine whether independent school districts (ISDs) are appropriately
spending their funds.

As I stated when signing House Bill 2, “Now is the time to make Texas number one in educating our children.”
The 89th Legislature provided historic investments in public education, and our schools are funded better than
ever, with teacher pay at an all-time high. But increased funds require increased attention, which is why it is
essential you confirm that the $104.9 billion that Texas spends on K-12 education is being used for its intended
purpose: supporting students and teachers to make Texas the top-performing state in education, rather than
accelerating administrative bloat.

To that end, pursuant to Section 111.003(a)(1) and (2), Tex. Tax Code, I request that you investigate the spending
of ISDs, as defined in Subchapter B, Chapter 11, Tex. Educ. Code to determine whether public funds are being
used for their lawful, intended purposes. Given the need to complete these reviews before the legislative session
to provide information necessary to consider appropriate actions and reforms, the review needs to be targeted to
provide meaningful insights into spending patterns of ISDs.

Therefore, please initiate the selection of up to four ISDs of varying size and geographic location for review. At
your convenience, please provide my office with that selection and a preliminary timeline for the completion of
your investigations. The authority provided pursuant to Section 111.003(a)(1) and (2) extends through December
31, 2026, which is the date by which I request that you submit your final report to my office.

Thank you for your dedication to financial transparency and accountability for the taxpayers and students of Texas.

Sincerely,

y oy -

Greg Abbott
Governor
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