GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

August 14, 2026

The Honorable Sean Duffy
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Duffy:

It has come to my attention that the Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport (DFW) plans to install
ablution facilities for Islamic wudu washing rituals onsite.! The George Bush Intercontinental
Airport (IAH) in Houston has already installed one such facility and an interconnecting prayer
room furnished with “copies of the Quran, prayer rugs, prayer beads and a turbah.”?> These
facilities appear designed to single out one subset of the population for special treatment based on
religion. I am unaware of either airport installing standalone facilities to meet the particular needs
of the many other religious groups represented across Texas.

That is illegal. Both airports are government-owned facilities.® Both the federal and state
constitutions prohibit government from facilitating this sort of discrimination.* Just as the
government cannot favor the secular over the sacred, it also cannot favor one religious view of the
sacred over all others in our “pluralistic society.”> Nor may governments use private organizations
as a “subterfuge” to “directly or indirectly” foster illegal discrimination more generally.®

! Landon Mion, Dallas-Fort Worth airport to install Islamic foot wash stations inside
bathrooms, FOX NEWS (Aug. 12, 2026), https://www.foxnews.com/travel/dallas-fort-worth-
airport-install-islamic-foot-wash-stations-bathrooms.

2 Houston Airports, Press Release, Houston Airports Refines International Passenger Experience
with New Ritual Washing and Prayer Spaces at Bush Airport (Feb. 21,

2024), https://perma.cc/DDNS5-78FF.

3 TEX. CONST. art. IX, §12; TEX. TRANSP. CODE ch. 22; City of Houston, Departments and
Directors, https://www.houstontx.gov/departments.html; DFW Airport, Procurement,
https://www.dfwairport.com/business/opportunities/procurement/ (describing DFW Airport as a
“Public Entity” that is “owned by the Cities of Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas™).

41U.S. CONST. amend. I; Tex. Const. Art. I, § 6.

> Kennedy v. Bremerton Sch. Dist., 597 U.S. 507, 540-544 (2022).

6 Palmer v. Thompson, 403 U.S. 217, 223 (1971).
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The federal government exercises primary authority over security and access within airport
terminals, including the authority to inspect and regulate terminal facilities.” The airports are also
recipients of federal funds and therefore subject to the conditions attached to that funding—
including the requirement to comply with all applicable laws prohibiting discrimination and
protecting the equal rights of all Americans.® Those requirements are enforced through the Federal
Aviation Administration’s Airport Compliance Program.’

I am therefore referring this matter to you and request that the Department of Transportation and
Federal Aviation Administration immediately review the religious facilities and accommodations
at DFW and IAH and take appropriate corrective action.

I look forward to working with you to ensure that these airports conform their facilities to
Constitutional requirements.

Respectfully,

vy s

Greg Abbott
Governor

cc: The Honorable Todd Blanche
Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice

749 U.S.C. §§ 114, 44901, 44903; 49 C.F.R. § 1503.207.

849 U.S.C. § 47017; Federal Aviation Administration, Airport Sponsor Assurances (Apr.
2025), https://www.faa.gov/airports/aip/grant_assurances/assurances-airport-sponsors-2025.pdf.
949 C.F.R. § 1.83(9).




