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<ORGANIZATION>  Prepares for Tornado Season: Neighborhood Heroes
<CITY, STATE> – Any time of year is a perfect time for Texans to prepare for tornadoes and <ORGANIZATION> is proud to assist in helping citizens know how to be ready. To help spread the word and make its employees and members of the community better prepared, 
< INSERT ORGANIZATION’S EVENT INFORMATION HERE, OR ADD THE PHRASE: we are committed to being a leader for tornado-readiness by knowing the risk, taking action, and setting an example>. 
Texans are proud to know that their state is “number one” for many reasons. Unfortunately, one of these reasons is the frequency of tornados. Compared to other states, Texas ranks number one for tornadoes, averaging 125 tornadoes per year. (1) The spring and early summer are sometimes considered “tornado season,” because tornadoes are more frequent during this period, but tornadoes can occur at any time of year in Texas, so it’s important to be prepared all year long.  
Because tornadoes can form quickly and move at a rapid pace, a quick response, whether moving out of the tornado’s path or seeking shelter  is often necessary to save lives. Personal and family preparedness is the key to safety. That’s why ORGANIZATION is calling on individual citizens, neighbors, the faith-based community and other community organizations to help each other prepare, encouraging people to become Neighborhood Heroes. 

To become a Neighborhood Hero, sponsor a screening of the video “Winds of Destruction: A County’s Lessons” available at TexasPrepares.org and invite your neighbors to fill out the written materials for a family plan. Discuss how the community will help your neighbors who need extra support.
<INSERT QUOTE FROM YOUR ORGANIZATION HERE IF PLANNING EVENT>

<INSERT EVENT DETAILS HERE>

Studies show that many people use social media in the event of a disaster to let relatives and friends know they are safe. This is an important trend because people are most likely to take preparedness steps if they observe the preparations taken by others. Social media provides the perfect platform to model preparedness actions for others. For this reason residents are asked to pledge to take the following steps:  

Know Your Risk: The first step to becoming weather-ready is to understand the type of hazardous weather that can affect where you live and work, and how the weather could impact you and your family. Check the weather forecast regularly, obtain a NOAA Weather Radio, and sign up for localized alerts from emergency management officials. Severe weather comes in many forms and your shelter plan should include all types of local hazards.
Take Action:  Be a Neighborhood Hero by taking the pledge to prepare at Ready.gov/severe-weather.  When you pledge to prepare, you will take the first step to making sure that you and your family are prepared for severe weather.  This includes developing a family communication plan, putting an emergency kit together, keeping important papers and valuables in a safe place, and getting involved.  
Be an Example: Once you have taken action and pledged, share your story with your family and friends. Create a YouTube video, post your story on Facebook, comment on a blog, or send a tweet. 
More information and ideas on how you can prepare for tornadoes can be found at <ORGANIZATION WEBSITE or www.Ready.gov/severe-weather  and the “Texas Prepares” site  on Tornados through the Department of State Health Services.
Resources: 

· Preparing Makes Sense for People with Disabilities and Other Access and Functional Needs (FEMA)  http://www.fema.gov/medialibrary/media_records/7028 or Transcript http://www.fema.gov/medialibrary/media_records/7028/transcripts/6509 
Footnotes: 

(1) 12 Twisted Tornado Facts http://www.livescience.com/3589-12-twisted-tornado-facts.html 
National Severe Weather Preparedness Week 2012
Page 2

