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Vision Statement

Together, we are 
committed to high 

expectations and strong 
systems that achieve 

equitable outcomes for 
students in special 

populations.

“
“
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Total Special Education funding has increased over the last five years.

Texas Education Agency 5

*FSP Special Education Funds includes the Special Education Allotment, the Transportation – Special Education 
Allotment, and for the 2020-2021 school year, the component of the CCMR Outcomes Bonus tied to outcomes for 
students with disabilities, and the portion of the dyslexia allotment apportioned to students with disabilities.

**Other funding includes: Regional Day School for the Deaf, Statewide Services for Students with Visual 
Impairments, Autism and Dyslexia Grants, non-educational community-based support services, funding for 
other state agencies for special education, state dyslexia coordinators.

FY 2016 Funding

$3B

$1B

$66.9M

FY 2021 Funding

$4.1B

$1.1B

$52.3M

$1.1B 
Increase

FSP Special 
Education Funds*

IDEA-B Total 
Funding

Other Funding**

Key:
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Special Education Identification has Significantly Increased

Texas continues to see growth each year. 
Since 2015, we’ve grown by 37.3%.

8.8% 8.7% 8.6% 8.6% 8.7% 8.9% 9.2%
9.8%

10.7%
11.3% 11.7%

2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022

Source: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts Data Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA Part B Child Count and Educational Environments Collection,” 2021-22. From file specifications 002 and 089.)



Source: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts Data Warehouse (EDW): “IDEA Part B Child Count and Educational Environments Collection,” 2021-22. From file specifications 002 and 089.)
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Special Education Identification has Significantly Increased
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Texas continues to see growth each year. 
Since 2015, we’ve grown by 37.3%.
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Texas has identified an additional 106,000 students for special education in the past 4 years.

These additional students 
receiving services in Texas 
represent more than 28 other 
states’ total special education 
populations.

Student enrollment numbers from 2020-21: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21_204.70.asp?current=yes



Texas has identified an additional 106,000 students for special education in the past 4 years.
This makes up almost half the national growth in special education 
(218,492 national growth).
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Texas has grown over 20% in the 
number of students served through 
special education since the 2017-18 
school year. The nation as a whole 
represents a 3% growth.

13 states decreased in their number 
of students served through special 
education.

Student enrollment numbers from 2020-21: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21_204.70.asp?current=yes



TEA has quadrupled the number of employees supporting our 
special education students. 
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Special Education Evaluations Serve as a Leading Indicator for Total Special 
Education Representation
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The decline in 2019-20 evaluations may be at least partially the 
result of COVID school closures in March 2020.
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Students identified with dyslexia continues to increase. 

108,951
125,748

141,037
154,406

169,044

194,224

224,758
241,206

270,977

In the last 6 years, there has been more then 2x growth in students served.

21,446 23,514 26,220 28,385 32,788 40,661
57,805 70,127

87,517

144,976

155,735
163,638

176,310

87,505
102,234

114,817
126,021

136,256

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Dyslexia and SPED

Dyslexia NOT SPED

Dyslexia 504

Dyslexia NOT SPED nor 504

TEA started to collect 504 information in 2019.



Specific learning disabilities continues to make-up almost one-third of students served through 
special education – and even grew by over 13,000 students.

284 

1,061 

2,868 

3,336 

7,101 

38,125 

66,604 

86,225 

96,224 

122,629 

204,483 

Deaf/Blind

Traumatic Brain Injury

Orthopedic Impairment

Blind/Visual Impairment

Auditory Impairment

Emotional Disturbance

Intellectual Disability

Other Health Impairment

Autism

Speech/Language Impairment

Specific Learning Disability 32.8%

19.3%

15.2%

13.6%

Autism is now 3rd in size and OHI 
moved to 4th in one year.

10.5%

6.0%

1.1%

< 1%

SY 2021-2022
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Time Spent in General Education Classroom

Almost
of students served 
in special education 
spend 

or more of their 
day in general 
education.



Students served through special education are still falling below their same age peers. 

75%
72%

79%

41%
35%

49%

77%
74%

81%

45%
39%

52%

78%
75%

82%

46%
39%

53%

67% 68% 66%

38%
35%

40%

74% 75%
70%

45% 43% 45%

2017 2018 2019

All Grades – Approaches 
All Subjects

All Grades – Approaches 
Reading

All Grades – Approaches 
Math

All Students Students with Disabilities

2021 2022 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022 2017 2018 2019 2021 2022

Not tested in 2020 due to COVID



Students with disabilities continue to graduate high school at lower rates than their peers.  
Dropout rates for students with disabilities continues to be higher as well. 

77.90% 77.90% 78.90%

90% 90% 90.30%

9.40% 9.40% 8.20%5.70% 5.90% 5.40%

All Students Students with Disabilities

Graduation 
Rates

Dropout 
Rates

Class of 2018

Graduation 
Rates

Dropout 
Rates

Class of 2019

Graduation 
Rates

Dropout 
Rates

Class of 2020



Students with disabilities continue to be less college ready than their peers, but readiness 
is improving. 

53.5%

59.6%

68.6%

9.1%

15.4%
18.7%

7.2%
9.6% 11.0%

50.0%
53.0% 53.4%

1717* The definition of Career Ready has been adjusted over time in the A-F system.  For comparison, these data feature the same indicators from 2018/2019 as were adopted for 2020.

1.1% 2.1% 1.8%
9.1%

15.4%
18.7%

7.2%
9.6% 11.0%

50.0%
53.0% 53.4%

All Students Students with Disabilities

Career
Ready*

College 
Ready

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020

Career
Ready*

College 
Ready

Career 
Ready

College 
Ready

Career Readiness indicators specific to Students with Disabilities



Timelines 
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Timeline of Federal Involvement in Texas Special Education

FEBRUARY 2017
OSEP’s Monitoring visit.

JANUARY 2018
OSEP sends letter of 
findings.

APRIL 2018
TEA submits its corrective 
action to OSEP.

OCTOBER 2018
OSEP responds to TEA’s 
proposed corrective 
action - Additional 
activities required for TEA 
to complete.

MAY 2019
OSEP meets with TEA staff 
and ESC representatives 
to review the 
implementation of the 
CAR.

OCTOBER 2020
• TEA reports to OSEP 

that all actions outlined 
within the CAR have 
been completed. 

• OSEP responds 
requesting significant 
additional 
documentation.

NOVEMBER 2020
TEA submits over 1,000 
pages of documentation.

AUGUST 2021
• TEA emails OSEP asking 

for an update.
• OSEP responds stating 

the November 2020 
submission was 
insufficient.

SEPTEMBER 2021
• TEA met with OSEP to 

clarify expectations and 
to ensure submission 
would meet OSEP’s 
needs.

• TEA responds to OSEP’s 
documentation request.

OCTOBER 2021
• OSEP responds to TEA -

Submission was 
insufficient and imposed 
new special conditions.

• TEA requested technical 
assistance from OSEP.

NOVEMBER 2021
OSEP responded with 
assistance.

FEBRUARY-JUNE 2022
TEA continued bi-monthly 
submissions required related 
to OSEP’s new special 
conditions.

NOVEMBER 2022
TEA submitted 
documentation to OSEP that 
100% of local educational 
agencies (LEAs) completed 
their requirements to 
attend dyslexia training and 
ensure that their websites 
were adjusted to reflect all 
current practices related to 
the evaluation and 
identification of students 
with dyslexia and related 
disorders.

DECEMBER 2022
TEA is currently working with 
OSEP for a follow-up visit in 
early 2023.



Special Education Improvements in Recent Years

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

8.5% Indicator 
Discontinued

Mainstream 
Funding 

Increased

Special 
Education 
Allotment 
Advisory 

Committee 
Convened

SBoE Revises 
Dyslexia 

Handbook

Commission on 
Special Education 

Funding 
Convened

CCMR Bonus 
Introduced

Dyslexia Funding 
Introduced

OSEP Letter of 
Findings

SSES 
(Supplemental 

Special 
Education 
Services) 
Launched

Launch of TEA 
Strategic Plan 

for Special 
Education

TEA Strategic Plan 
Refresh

Completion of 3rd

Party Audit of 
Monitoring 



TEA’s Strategic Plan Refresh



Every Child, Prepared for Success in College, Career, or the Military
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Recruit, support and 
retain teachers and 

principals.

Build a foundation for 
reading and math. 

Connect high school to 
career and college. 

Improve low-
performing schools. 
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s

Supported 
Educators

Ready 
Students

Rigorous
Engagement

Aligned 
Systems

Actionable
Goalsetting

Continuous Improvement 



Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work 
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SpEd Specialized 
Supports

Supplemental Special 
Education Services 

(SSES)

SpEd General 
Supervision

SpEd Infrastructure 
and Static Supports



Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work 
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SpEd Specialized 
Supports

Supplemental Special 
Education Services 

(SSES)

SpEd General 
Supervision

SpEd Infrastructure 
and Static Supports



Technical Assistance Resources
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Guidance 
Documents

Technical 
Assistance 

Guides

Grant to increase capacity:
Speech-Language Pathology Master’s 

(SLP) Degree Program Statewide 
Distance Venue

Standards-Based IEP Process 
Training for Evaluation Personnel 

and Administrators
Two new trainings

Texas Dyslexia Academy 1-6

▪ TDA 1: Dyslexia Foundations

▪ TDA 2: The Dyslexia Handbook (all 
LEAs in Texas were required to 
take this training and assure in 
Legal Framework)

▪ TDA 3: Considerations for 
Emergent Bilingual Students

▪ TDA 4: SPED 101 (coming soon)

▪ TDA 5: Screening for Dyslexia

▪ TDA 6: Dysgraphia (coming soon)



Technical Assistance – Network Resources: 
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TSLAT’s Mentor Guides

Texas Transition and 
Employment Guide

Write Rigorous, High-
Quality IEPs for 
Students with Complex 
Access Needs

Writing Appropriate Measurable 
Postsecondary Goals

Self-paced, Online Training TX CAN 
Administrator 

Video Series

Tiered 
Interventions 
Using Evidence-
Based Research 
(TIER) trainings



Integration: 
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Review and collaboration with the 
development and launch of 

Texas Home Learning (THL) Materials 

Developed tools aligned to THL – Specially 
Designed Instruction Field User Guides and 

Accommodation Companion Guides 

Provided synchronous support 
sessions for LEAs in the RSSP cohort 

around virtual learning considerations 
for students with disabilities.

Reviewed blueprints and training 
materials for CRIMSI pilot trainings and 

provided feedback to improve the 
CRIMSI PD to better meet the needs of 

students with disabilities.



Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work 
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SpEd Specialized 
Supports

Supplemental Special 
Education Services 

(SSES)

SpEd General 
Supervision

SpEd Infrastructure 
and Static Supports



To date, we’ve awarded accounts to over 75% of eligible applicants. 
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SSES gives priority to families with a low-socioeconomic status, TEA 
determines this based off a student’s Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) coding.   

Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) eligible Not Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) eligible

65,045

45,320 19,725

Total Awarded Accounts

30%70%

This is only about 
12% of our total 
SpEd population

Data as of November 8, 2022



The number of SSES applications continues to grow daily.
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We have received over 100,000 applications since January 2021.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV

2021 2022

2,834
9,155 11,952 12,982 14,136 15,560 16,741 17,645 19,716

31,925

45,546
50,616

65,171

76,147
83,132

89,658
95,137 97,563 100,151 102,958

106,792
110,501 111,361

Of these applicants, 
roughly 80% are 

found to be eligible.

Data from Nov. 8, 2022



Parent Survey
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Trending words from our parent survey:

overall satisfaction 
across all questions.

95.4%

_x000d_ = emojis in comments

of parents say the “items 
purchased helped their 
children progress toward 
learning goals”. 

98.1%

37,800
Total surveys sent

8,122

21.5%
Family surveys 

completed

OR

Data as of November 8, 2022



Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work 
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SpEd Specialized 
Supports

Supplemental Special 
Education Services 

(SSES)

SpEd General 
Supervision

SpEd Infrastructure 
and Static Supports
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The first half of the cyclical reviews have been completed.

~85

~85

~85

78

159

12

207

204

204

203

256

142

Year 6

Year 5

Year 4

Year 3

Year 2

Year 1

Completed/Projected Targeted 
Reviews

(2019-2020)

(2020-2021)

(2021-2022)

(2022-2023)

(2023-2024)

(2024-2025)

(74) Carryover from year 1

(64) Carryover from year 1

Cyclical Reviews –
These LEAs would NOT have 
been monitored under the prior 
monitoring system

~23%
LEAs monitored 

annually 



Six-year Monitoring Cycle Snapshot

85

512515

104

Districts

Charters

Cycle 1, 2, and 3Cycle 4, 5, and 6

Total = 619* LEAS 
to be monitored

*619 of 1,216 LEAs as of 7/15/2022. Additions, closures, or consolidations 
will impact the total number of LEAs monitored for each future cycle.

Total = 597 LEAS

Cycle 1: 23 LEAs
Cycle 2: 19 LEAs (virtual)

Cycle 3: 10 LEAs (3 face-to-face) 

On-sites

By 2024-2025, all LEAs * will 
participate in monitoring, with 

Determination Level 3 and 4 LEAs 
selected for cyclical on-site monitoring

On-sites
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Need Intervention (DL 3)

Needs Substantial Intervention (DL 4)

RDA LEA Determination Levels inform 
selection for Targeted Monitoring.

68 DL 3 LEAs

53 DL 3 LEAs 51 DL 3 LEAs

18 DL 4 LEAs
23 DL 4 LEAs

13 DL 4 LEAs

2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022
Targeted Monitoring Targeted Monitoring

86 Total LEAs 
in Targeted Monitoring

76 Total LEAs 
in Targeted Monitoring

9 - SD 3

4 – SD 3

Targeted Monitoring

10 – SD 3

5 – SD 3

64 Total LEAs 
in Targeted Monitoring

9 – SD 3

4 – SD 3



Operational Framework of Dyslexia Monitoring
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Dyslexia Monitoring 
Activities

Early Intervention & 
Identification 
Monitoring

Dyslexia 
Performance 

Plan

Dyslexia 
Program 

Evaluation

Onsite Review              
(if applicable)

Dyslexia 
Performance 

Plan

Cyclical Dyslexia Monitoring



Cyclical Dyslexia Monitoring
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Cycles II-VI 
(2020 – 2025)

940 LEAs  

Cycle II 
(Groups 2 & 3)

127 LEAs

Cyclical Program Evaluation (Cycle is 6 years)*

Cycle III
201 LEAs

Cycle IV
202 LEAs

Cycle V
211 LEAs

Cycle VI
199 LEAs

*Dyslexia Monitoring is aligned to the Differentiated Monitoring and Support (DMS) cyclical schedule.



Cycle 3 Dyslexia Monitoring Outcomes
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198 LEAs 
monitored 

106 LEAs in 
compliance 

92 LEAs require 
clarification and/or 

request for additional 
documentation

83 LEAs in 
compliance 

9 LEAs in 
noncompliance 

Dyslexia Monitoring Outcomes

LEAs in cycle 3 were found 
noncompliant in the following areas: 

LEAs have 120 days to correct 
identified noncompliance 

Dyslexia Procedures 2

Parent communication 2

Screening 6

Reading Instruments 5

Evaluation and Identification 4

Instruction 3

Progress Monitoring 2



3rd Party Independent Review of the Monitoring System
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▪ New monitoring system meets requirements of the Special Education Strategic Plan

▪ Transformational change occurring – from compliance “watchdog” to “continuous improvement”

▪ Progress on many initiatives

▪ LEAs noticing and appreciating changes

▪ Opportunities for further operational improvement exist

▪ The evaluation team agreed with TEA’s assessment of individual compliance indicators 3,348 out 
of 3,576 instances evaluated, or 96.7% of the time. 

96.7% agreement between auditors and TEA on 
noncompliance findings.



Number of Special Education Complaints
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281 278 280

325

389

336

261

541

412

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
(2023: As of 12/2/22)

The number of complaints hit an all-time high last year at 541. 

Federal Fiscal Years (FFY)



Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work 
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SpEd Specialized 
Supports

Supplemental Special 
Education Services 

(SSES)

SpEd General 
Supervision

SpEd Infrastructure 
and Static Supports



Support Website

Phone 
Support

Chat 
Support

Email 
Support

My SPEDTEX 
Account

Events 
Calendar

Participation 
Opportunities 

Resource 
Locator

SPEDTEX.org

All in English and Spanish

https://www.spedtex.org/


SpEd Infrastructure and Static Supports
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One website to rule them all. 
CMS/LMS Platform – Coming Soon

TA Dashboard – Coming Soon

New Website – Launched October 2022

48 Special Education Liaisons all over the state


