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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Issue Description: 
Enhancing safe transportation options for Secondary Students with disabilities transitioning to work or post-secondary education by promoting the Texas Driving with Disability Initiative.


	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue or concern.
Reliable, accessible transportation is necessary to actively participate in everyday life. Transportation provides a vital lifeline for people with disabilities to access employment, education, healthcare, and community life. Access to transportation services allow individuals with disabilities to live more independently within their communities. High School transition age is a time when many students begin taking driver’s education classes to prepare to get their Texas driver license. This is an optimal time to share information about the Texas Driving with Disability initiative with students with disabilities who have a communication disability that may serve as an impediment for interacting with law enforcement in a driving situation. Examples include secondary students who are Deaf or have hearing loss or students with high-functioning Autism who are preparing to obtain a Texas driver license.

For other students with disabilities who may not be an appropriate candidate for driving but who need to obtain a State of Texas Identification Card, the Texas Driving with Disability initiative also allows for voluntary disclosure of their communication disability on their ID card. Voluntary sharing of this information on an ID card can help law enforcement quickly understand an individual’s communication challenges and utilize their training to better serve that individual with a disability in their community. Once students graduate from public school it is less likely they will learn about and benefit from the Texas Driving with Disability program.


	Link to background materials or additional information:
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/disabilities/texas-driving-with-disability 


	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Transportation / Education 

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: 
1. Amend Texas Education Code to require that parents/guardians of public-school transition age students and their student with a communication disability as defined by the Texas Department of Public Safety  who are served by special education or received education accommodations under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act be provided information on the Texas Driving with Disability Initiative beginning at age 16 but no later than their senior year of high school or age 21.
2. Include information about the Texas Driving with Disability initiative in high school transportation curriculum.
3. TEA shall implement this initiative in public schools in partnership with the Texas Department of Public Safety, Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, and the Texas Governors Committee on People with Disabilities) to ensure all Texas Students with Disabilities (and their parents) are provided information on their new legal choices for disclosure on their Texas Driver License and/or State ID as a driver with a communication impediment.


	The policy proposal will require a change in:
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Administrative Policy |_|   Agency Rule |_|   Change in State Law  |_|
[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check5]New Law |_|   Other (e.g., public awareness, etc.) X|_|
Describe: 


	Legislative History/Update:



	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 


	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.


	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
· Texas Education Agency 
· Texas Department of Public Safety
· Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
· Texas Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities 
· 

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
· 
· 
· 

	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
· 
· 
· 

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):


	[bookmark: Check6][bookmark: Check7]Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  |_|   No |_|
MOTION: 

	Signature of GCPD Exec Director: /s/   
	 Date:        

	Signature of GCPD Chairman: /s/    
	 Date:                        

	 (For Office Use Only)
Date of Initial Submission: 
Date Recommendation was Updated:                    
Date Routed to Affected State Agency(ies) for Analysis:  
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