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Executive Summary
Based on legislation and a thorough review of current commissioner rules, there many relating to special populations up for proposed amendment in the coming months. The State Board of Education (SBOE) and State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) also have had disability-related topics on their recent meeting agendas – dyslexia for the SBOE and special education teachers of record for the SBEC. Working collaboratively with educators, education service centers, and advocacy groups, TEA’s Office of Special Populations and Student Supports, Office of School Safety and Security, and the Texas School Safety Center developed guidelines for multihazard emergency operations that were published in mid April.

Policy Changes
Many commissioner rules will be proposed for amendment in the coming several months. Those include: 
Anticipated January 2024: (mid-June effective date) Will be published in the Texas Register on 5/31/24
19 TAC 102.1601 – Supplemental Special Education Services Program
Anticipated February 2024: (early July effective date) Public comment period closed 4/22/24.
19 TAC 89.1011 – Full Individual and Initial Evaluation
19 TAC 89.1040 – Special Education Eligibility Criteria
			Note the following proposed important amendments:
Removing the requirement for an otolaryngological exam for DHH eligibility (based on a petition received)
				Changes to SLD eligibility based on HB 3928
Proposing to phase out the use of the state’s “noncategorical early childhood” eligibility and beginning to use “developmental delay” instead (with a new definition). 
19 TAC 89.1049 – Parental Rights Regarding Adult Students 
19 TAC 89.1050 - The Admission, Review, and Dismissal Committee
19 TAC 89.1055 – The Individualized Education Program
19 TAC 89.1065 – Extended School Year Services 
19 TAC 89.1131 – Qualifications of Special Education, Related Service, and Paraprofessional Personnel 
19 TAC 89.1141 ESC Regional Special Education Leadership
Anticipated March 2024: (late July) 
19 TAC 89.1001 –Scope and Applicability
19 TAC 89.1005 – Instructional Arrangements and Settings
19 TAC 89.1075 – District Procedures
19 TAC 89.1076 – Interventions and Sanctions
19 TAC 89.1085 – Referral for the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and the Texas School for the Deaf Services
19 TAC 89.1090 -- Transportation of Students Placed in a Residential Setting, Including the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and the Texas School for the Deaf
19 TAC 89.1092 – Contracting for Residential Educational Placements
19 TAC 89.1094 – Students Receiving Services in Off-Campus Programs
Anticipated April 2024: (early to mid September effective date)
19 TAC 97.1071 – Special Program Performance: Monitoring, Review, and Supports
Anticipated May 2024: (early to mid October effective date)
19 TAC 89.1035 -- Age Ranges for Student Eligibility
19 TAC 89.1053 -- Restraint and Timeout 
19 TAC 89.1070 -- Graduation Requirements

Disability Program Updates
· Texas Education Code, Section §37.1086 requires the agency to establish guidelines for the provisions of an LEA’s multihazard emergency operations plan to better ensure the safety and security of students and staff with disabilities or impairments. Working collaboratively with educators, education service centers, and advocacy groups, TEA’s Office of Special Populations and Student Supports, Office of School Safety and Security, and the Texas School Safety Center developed guidelines for multihazard emergency operations. Per Texas Education Code, Section 37.1086(b), LEAs must follow these guidelines when adopting/implementing their emergency operations plan. Communication went out in a To the Administrator Addressed mid April and is posted on the TEA website. Guidelines for Multihazard Emergency Operations for Individuals with Disabilities or Impairments | Texas Education Agency
· The SBOE approved at the April meeting rules that improve support for students with dyslexia. Under 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §74.28, the SBOE adopted rule changes that include revisions to the Dyslexia Handbook: Procedures Concerning Dyslexia and Related Disorders. The updates align with House Bill (HB) 3928 to ensure clearer guidelines for dyslexia evaluation, identification, and instruction. This legislation required the SBOE to revise the handbook and determine the qualifications and training requirements for professionals when a student is evaluated for and later identified as having dyslexia. With the board’s approval, the handbook will go into effect 20 days after filing with the Texas Register.
· The Annual State Application under IDEA Part B and IDEA Eligibility Documentation is posted on the TEA website and the public review and comment window is open and closes June 2024. Annual State Application under IDEA Part B and IDEA Eligibility Documentation | Texas Education Agency

Follow up responses to previous GCPD meeting
Special Education Funding 
GCPD is asking TEA to review the Special Education funding formula. Can they conduct an analysis to see if this recommendation (3.14) would also meet the goals of recommendation 3.5?
Recommendation 3.5: The legislature should increase the state allocation to Regional Day School Programs for the Deaf (RDSPDs) at a level to allow districts to compete with the interpreter market for educational interpreters. The current RDSPD state allocation of $33,133,200 has not changed since 1995, despite the increase in expenses to run the programs and the increase in the number of students served. 
Recommendation 3.14: Texas should transition special education funding from the current placement-based system of funding to a service intensity-based system, correlating funding to the number of services that the school district directly provides to a student with a disability. The premise is that if an LEA must do more for a student with a disability, then it is expending more resources on that student and the state financing system should recognize that and allocate state support accordingly.
RDSPD funding is appropriated via a budget rider in the General Appropriations Act. That rider would need to be adjusted. TEA cannot perform an analysis of the impact of a new funding system until the parameters are set out in a bill/legislation. 
1

image1.png




