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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: 
What are you proposing? Is there a need for a new program or changes to an existing one? I am requesting that Senate Bill 904 be rescinded and replaced with a new bill to correct the harm that has come to disabled populations throughout the state caused by the perceived restrictions placed on law enforcement which prohibit the enforcement of Handicap Parking when all of the most current signage requirements have not been met. 

Specifically I am requesting a new bill be brought forward that rescinds SB904 and replaces it with a bill that achieves the following:

Makes it clear to the courts, law enforcement etc that all disabled parking spots in the state of Texas are authorized to be fully enforced whether the parking spot is marked with commonly recognized disabled parking signage and such enforcement.
Directs the various cities, towns etc throughout Texas to update their municipal policies to ensure that all new parking spots comply with the current standards.
Directs the various cities, towns etc throughout Texas to adopt policies to ensure signage is updated for existing disabled parking within 1 (one) year.
Directs all state agencies to update existing parking to meet the current standard, and provides the nominal required budget to achieve this within 6 (six) months of the bill being signed by the governor. 

	Issue Description: 
Why are you proposing this? What problem does this proposal solve?

SB904 has been interpreted in a manner by various members of the judicial bench in Texas as having imposed overarching restrictions on law enforcement preventing them from taking any enforcement action against persons who have parked in a handicap parking without the required disability parking placard/plate. I have confirmed this through in depth conversations with my local City Manager, Deputy Chief of Police, Administrators with local school district etc. 

	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue:
Is it a one-off problem or something systemic? If known, provide evidence.
I FOIA’d all enforcement actions taken by the Mansfield Police department related to disabled parking for a 3-year period. As per the cities records enforcement actions dropped to 1-2 per month effective October 2023 immediately preceding SB904 going into effect and direction from Tarrant County judge. As per the Deputy Chief of Police for the City of Mansfield less than 5% of parking spots in the city comply with new standard as of January 2024. 
I have since worked with the City Manager for Mansfield, Deputy Superintendent of MISD, and several businesses including some large box stores to remediate. The City of Mansfield, School District and a few larger box stores have begun to remediate; however this will only improve the local condition/change must be made at a state level. 

	Legislative History:
Were similar bills filed in the past- either in Texas or in other states? What prevented its success? Link to that legislation if possible.
SB904 as interpreted is the problem.  

 	“The violation may not be dismissed for failure of the marking on the
 	parking space to comply with Texas law if the space is in general
 	compliance and is clearly distinguishable as a designated
 	accessible parking space for people who have disabilities. Only a
 	warning may be issued for unlawfully parking in a space designated
 	for persons with disabilities if there is no above-grade sign as
 	provided by law.” 


https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/html/SB00904S.htm

This portion of SB904 creates multiple qualified issues with enforcement as interpreted by the courts.


	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 
The most successful policy proposals are practical, specific, and able to be supported by many different stakeholders. What successes and difficulties do you anticipate encountering?

It is the duty of the state to protect our disabled populations. The request of the bill should not be difficult, and from multiple conversations with business, police, government administrators these changes would be readily adopted without any resistance. 

	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.
While this is not required, providing cost information can be helpful. 
Cost is approximately $15 dollars per sign. I am not aware of how many state government signs would need to be updated. If I assumed 5000 parking spots the state portion of this would cost approximately $75,000 and can be installed by existing government employees.  

	Link to additional information:
If you are aware of research, state law, rules, news articles or any other relevant background information insert those links.

	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:

Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
· All

	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
· None

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):
Cities and counties will be required to adopt and change their existing municipal codes to adopt the currrent Texas standard. Businesses will bear nominal cost of approximately $15 per disabled parking spot to adhere to the current Texas Standard.

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
Administrative Policy ☐ Agency Rule ☐   State Law  ☒
New Law ☐  Other (e.g. public awareness campaign, etc.) ☐
Link: https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/html/SB00904S.htm

	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Access☐   Communications☐   Criminal Justice☐   Education☐   Emergency Management☐   Employment☐   Health☐   Housing☐   Transportation☐   Veterans ☐

	Contact:
Erik Newlin, private citizen, Service Connected Disabled Veteran, and parent of a child that uses a wheelchair (I am his biggest advocate).
Enewlin1@gmail.com
7752300610

	If GCPD adopts this policy, do you commit to directly supporting this proposal through the legislative session? Yes

	Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  ☐   No ☐
MOTION: GCPD staff use only
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