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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	In 2015, the Texas Legislature expanded protection for students with disabilities in public schools by allowing video surveillance in certain special education classrooms. Video recordings have helped to document and verify inappropriate restraints and staff abuse of students with disabilities. Reform and expansion of the cameras in classrooms state law will further empower parents and protect students with disabilities. Improvements in the law are needed because harmful restraints continue to occur and arrests of school employees for attacks and injury of students with disabilities are increasing.

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
Administrative Policy ☐ Agency Rule ☐   State Law  ☒
New Law ☐  Other (e.g. public awareness campaign, etc.) ☐
Describe: Texas Educ. Code Sec. 29.022. VIDEO SURVEILLANCE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SETTINGS.  https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm#29.022

	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue.
According to data collected by the U.S. Department of Education for the 2017-18 school year, Texas public schools physically restrained 5.177 students with disabilities. In the 2017-18 school year, 486 students with disabilities in Texas schools were subjected to mechanical restraint. Anecdotal examples of abuse in schools:
Fort Worth ISD staff restrained student with disability who subsequently died (March 2021)
Killeen ISD teacher assaulted student with disability (April 2021)
Manor ISD teacher hit student with Autism (November 2021)
Burleson ISD teacher and aide acted inappropriately with nonverbal students (November 2021)
Weslaco ISD teacher hit a student with Autism (December 2021)
San Antonio ISD teacher punches student with a disability (December 2021)

	Link to additional information:
https://www.disabilityrightstx.org/en/press_release/restraint-texas-students/
https://www.disabilityrightstx.org/en/publication/texas-schools-harmful-restraint/


	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Education

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: 
Amendment of Tex. Educ. Code Sec. 29.022 to 1) require schools to notify parents of cameras in classroom law; 2) require schools to keep the footage on file for longer periods of time; and 3) ease restrictions/challenges many parents face when trying to access the recordings from the school.

	Legislative History:
In 2017, the Texas Legislature amended the cameras in classroom state law. State lawmakers have not filed any bills on video surveillance in recent sessions.

	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 
The proposed legislative solutions are specific and responsive to concerns expressed by parents and advocates and have board support in disability community.

	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.
The proposed legislative solution with a fiscal note is increasing video recording storage and retention period. Currently, school districts must retain videos for three (3) months.  Increasing the storage and retention period to six (6) months might double that cost.

	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
· Texas Education Agency

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
Broad coalition of special education advocacy organizations

	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
School district organizations (some)

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):
80,945 students with disabilities were in isolated regular school settings in Texas public schools in the 2020-2021 school year.
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MOTION: GCPD staff use only

	Signature of GCPD Exec Director: /s/   
	 Date:        

	Signature of GCPD Chairman: /s/    
	 Date:                        

	
	

	 (For Office Use Only)
Date of Initial Submission: 
Date Recommendation was Updated:                    
Date Routed to Affected State Agency(ies) for Analysis:  
	



Form Revision Date: 2021 		Page 1 of 3

image1.jpg




