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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Issue Description: 
It is common practice for school personnel to contact parents when their child is having behavior issues at school or if teachers are unsure of how to support students with disabilities. When this communication occurs, the school often requests or encourages the parent to pick up their children before the end of the school day. These early pickups, which are not considered official out-of-school suspensions, disproportionately impact students with disabilities and students of color, excluding children from the classroom and from other important periods of academic and social interaction with teachers and peers. Students, parents, educators, and other advocates are increasingly concerned about this practice for several reasons:
 • These school-initiated early pickups are often recorded as unexcused absences, resulting in truancy notices to parents. 
• Parent employment is also put at risk from repeatedly taking off work to pick up their child. 
• Unrecorded parent pick-ups may allow schools to circumvent federally required evaluations and services for students with disabilities, which are triggered after being removed from class for a certain number of days. 
• Since out-of-school suspensions were eliminated for pre-k through 2nd grade students in 2017, parents report that schools are utilizing early pickups instead, which are not documented as official suspensions.
· Early pickups, or shortened school days, deny FAPE to students with disabilities.

	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue or concern.
NDRN Report on Shortened School Days
[bookmark: _GoBack](National Disability Rights Network)


	Link to background materials or additional information:
https://www.texasappleseed.org/sites/default/files/ShadowDisciplineReport-Y-FINAL.pdf 

	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Education

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution:
Amend Texas Education Code Sec.25.0875 to clarify the prohibited use of informal, undocumented suspensions moving forward, not retroactive

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
[bookmark: __Fieldmark__27_1634305194][bookmark: __Fieldmark__33_1634305194]Administrative Policy |_||_|   Change in State Law  |_|
New Law |X|   Other (e.g. public awareness, etc.) |X|
Describe: 
TEC Sec 25.0875

	Legislative History/Update:
HB 2183, 86th Texas Legislative Session
HB 2297, 87th Texas Legislative Session



	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 
The recommendation is well supported statewide and would require minimal revision/ changes to current code. 

	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.
none

	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
· Texas Education Agency

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
· Broadly supported by disability, education, and justice advocates

	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
· Unknown

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):
Students with disabilities miss countless days of instruction and related supports when they are pushed out of schools. Parents’ jobs are put at risk, there are truancy implications, students are not able to access FAPE, and obligations for LEAs to respond to a change in placement are circumvented. This common practice also strains the mental and emotional health of the entire family. This recommendation would eliminate a practice that has existed for decades and has harmed students and families. 

	[bookmark: __Fieldmark__82_1634305194][bookmark: __Fieldmark__88_1634305194]Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  |_|   No |_|
MOTION: 

	Signature of GCPD Exec Director: /s/   
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	Signature of GCPD Chairman: /s/    
	 Date:                        

	 (For Office Use Only)
Date of Initial Submission: 
Date Recommendation was Updated:                    
Date Routed to Affected State Agency(ies) for Analysis:  
	



Form Revision Date: 11/01/18 		Page 3 of 3

image1.jpeg




