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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Issue Description: 
Physical restraints are intended to be a last resort when responding to a student’s behavior, to protect the student when there is risk of imminent harm to the student or others. However, there has been long-standing and growing reliance on restraints as a disciplinary tool. Moreover, prone and supine restraints restrict breathing and can cause serious bodily injury and death. 

	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue or concern.
“Students with disabilities represent approximately 9.8% of the state’s school population, but they experienced 91% of restraints in Texas’ public schools during the 2018-19 school year (SY).”

*Harmful Restraint of Students with Disabilities in Texas Schools: An Investigative Report from Disability Rights Texas (2020)

	Link to background materials or additional information:
GAO Report
KASSA fact sheet 
No Kids in Cuffs
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
DRTx Report on Harmful Restraints
Press Release Regarding Harmful Restraints


	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Education

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: :
Ban prone and supine restraints
Prohibit restraint for property damage

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
[bookmark: __Fieldmark__27_1634305194][bookmark: __Fieldmark__33_1634305194]Administrative Policy |X||_|   Change in State Law  |_|
New Law |X|   Other (e.g. public awareness, etc.) |_|
Describe: 
Title 19 Texas Administrative Code §89.1053

	Legislative History/Update:
SB 507, 84th Texas Legislative Session
SB 712/ HB 3630, 86th Texas Legislative Session
HB 1163, 87th Texas Legislative Session


	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 
The recommendation is informed and responsive to self-advocates, family members,
and special education allies who represent hundreds of thousands of students with
disabilities across the state. It is well supported statewide and would require minimal
revision/ changes. Behavior intervention plans, evidence-based de-escalation tools, and other training and support are widely available, effective tools that do not cause serious bodily injury or death.

	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.
None

	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
· Texas Education Agency

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Broad coalition of special education, child protection, mental health, and juvenile/criminal justice advocacy organizations

	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
· Some teacher groups and some representing school districts

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):
Students with disabilities are vastly over-represented in instances of restraints. This recommendation aims to protect the physical, emotional, and mental health of students and families and eliminate these dangerous restraints that have proven deadly.


	[bookmark: __Fieldmark__82_1634305194][bookmark: __Fieldmark__88_1634305194]Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  |_|   No |_|
MOTION: 
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