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Executive Summary


· Disability or accessibility program initiatives: Overview of current projects
· Legislative Update: Rider 83
· Substantial agency policy changes and key personnel or organizational changes: Executive Committee Changes
· State Plan for Independent Living Planning Process

Calendar


· Texas State Independent Living Council Meetings:  The Texas SILC met virtually in August, 2022, and is scheduled to meet virtually on Monday, October 17, 2022. The first hour of the meeting will include an “Open Forum,” which is a time for the public and members of the SILC to discuss issues and updates impacting the disability community. The next hour and thirty minutes will be our Town Hall for public comment on our State Plan for Independent Living.

Performance Measures
· N/A
Legislative or Legislative Appropriation Request Update


· Rider 83: Independent Living Services Review– HHSC submitted a Rider 83 annual report in December 2021 on the use of Independent Living Services funds by the Centers for Independent Living (CILs), including the number of consumers served, breakdown of services provided, performance targets, and other information.  The report can be found here.   
HHSC will release an additional, more comprehensive report in December 2022.  Rider 83 directs HHSC to conduct a study of the Independent Living Services (ILS) program, which shall: evaluate the ILS grants and outsource model; assess if the ILS model of service provision is meeting the needs of Texans with disabilities; consider alternate methods to reduce administrative costs; explore the utilization of funds and progress of the CILs to obtain alternative or additional funding for operational expenses; maximize funds for the provision of services to consumers; increase collaboration with partners; ensure the provision of No Wrong Door and Wrap-around services, and evaluate whether the number of consumers served has increased due to outsourcing of the program. Additionally, the study will                                  evaluate the roles and responsibilities of the Designated State Entity to identify strengths, weaknesses, risks, and opportunities for improvement, and expand the provider base for the services to provide improved support, budgetary flexibility, and added benefits to the provider base. HHSC shall submit a report and findings to the Legislative Budget Board, Office of the Governor, the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, Lieutenant Governor, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by December 1, 2022.   

Substantial agency policy changes and key personnel or organizational changes

· Executive Director Sandra Breitengross-Bitter has moved on to other opportunities as of September 15, 2022.  April Pollreisz has been named Interim Executive as of September 16. 2022.  Eva Storey has been named Acting Chair in place of April Pollreisz.  SILC is in the process of filling the permanent position for Executive Director.

Disability or accessibility program initiatives

Texas SILC provides the following update on projects aligning with the State Plan for Independent Living goals, objectives, and outreach goals. 

Peer Assistance Leadership (PAL): PAL project was launched to coordinate peer support services offered by Texans with developmental disabilities living in state-supported living centers, nursing homes, or intermediate care facilities. Texas SILC partnered with VAIL and Disability in Action (DIA) to provide direct services while Texas SILC administers the grant funded by the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities.

The fourth year of the project was completed on August 31st, with over 42 people with IDD trained to serve as Peer Support Specialists. During the fourth year of the grant training, DIA and VAIL have continued building relationships with organizations and community partners to encourage participation from new Peer Support Specialists. Over 42 Texans with disabilities have been trained in systems advocacy and formal and informal support during the past project year. These programs include emotional support dogs, self-advocacy, independence, housing education, future planning, disability rights, system advocacy, and awareness of sexual violence against individuals with IDD. Funding will continue for PAL for one additional year and the project will finish in August 2023.
 
Housing Education and Advocacy for Rural Texans (HEART): In collaboration with VAIL and DIA, HEART will increase advocacy for people with disabilities and access to integrated, affordable, and accessible housing within the community of their choice. The fourth and final year of the project began on September 1st, 2021, and ended August 31st, 2022. During the fourth project year, several housing and advocacy academies focused on various subjects, with over 21 new consumers training on informal and formal support. Due to COVID-19, both project partners have successfully transitioned to online training platforms when necessary.
 
Covering All of Texas Project: The Covering All of Texas Project provides various supports and services to the most vulnerable Texans with disabilities to obtain a COVID-19 vaccination if they choose. Many populations in Texas live in rural communities where access to health facilities, pharmacies, or other vaccination sites is nonexistent.  Covering All of Texas will employ several strategies to serve as a logistical bridge to provide health benefits for individuals with disabilities. Texas A&M provides $99,583 in funding for a nine-month project. The project began on October 1st, with the initial planning stage. Three sub-awardees were awarded funding; Mounting Horizons, Disability in Action, and Life Inc. (dba Disability Connections). They and Texas SILC have provided thousands of community members with information on the Covid-19 Vaccine. Recently, Texas SILC collaborated with Valley Association on Independent Living and HHSC Office of Disability Services Coordination to plan for and provide outreach for a COVID-19 vaccine pop-up clinic in McAllen, Texas.  The project received an additional $50,000 in funding and is extended to continue COVID-19 outreach and education thru October 31, 2022.

Inclusive Services for Survivors in Texas: The Inclusive Services for Survivors in Texas Project is a collaboration between Texas SILC and its partner, Texas Association Against Sexual Assault, to increase support and services for sexual assault survivors with disabilities by creating and establishing a coalition between Texas SILC and TAASA. As Texas’ Independent Living Network and TAASA Network share the founding principle of peer support, self-advocacy, and empowerment of independent thought and choice, there remains a valuable opportunity to integrate mission, values, and services. Victim Service Provider services have the opportunity to have more inclusive, accessible services, which can be accomplished with a better understanding of the Independent Living Philosophy. The Texas Independent Living Network has the opportunity to understand better and implement trauma-informed care, the needs of survivors of sexual assault, and reliance on the invaluable expertise that TAASA brings to communities statewide.  ISST is a three-year funded project through The Office on Violence Against Women at $500,000 which officially began July 1, 2022. Texas SILC and TAASA have attended several technical assistance webinars for the ISST project. 
 
Good Measure Project:  This project aims to learn and develop community outreach methods and expand on Texas SILC’s current disability community partners.  While Texas SILC has a host of partnerships, this project aims to gather community-based feedback on the State Plan for Independent Living and Independent Living Services in Texas. We hope the Good Measure Project develops a community-based, ground-up methodology to gather input, monitor, and evaluate the State Plan. This project is designed to engage people with disabilities throughout the process, harness their knowledge, and use their collective intelligence to define evaluation questions and methods and guide how these results improve planning and programs. 
 
The Good Measure Project is a year-long project funded by Mission Capital at $30,000. During the project, Texas SILC has coordinated with consumers to gather input on the State Plan and has contracted with Dr. Saro Mohammed on a community-driven evaluation workshop. The workshop consisted of a focus group of consumers, SILC and CIL staff, and SILC council members. This project ended September 26, 2022.  

Significant interagency initiatives relating to disability programs

· See projects in Disability or accessibility program initiatives

Long-range Strategic Plans for People with Disabilities

FY21-23 State Plan for Independent Living Update: The Independent Living Network is implementing the FY21-23 State Plan for Independent Living. The SILC has been working closely with the CIL network to progress objectives relating to accessible transportation, emergency management, housing, and sustainability of the IL Network.  Written comments on the State Plan are always welcome. Written comments may be emailed to spil@txsilc.org or mailed to:
 
Texas State Independent Living Council
1524 S. IH35, Suite 320
Austin, Texas 78704
 
Please contact April Pollreisz at director@txsilc.org or (512) 371-7353 if you have questions about the State Plan for Independent Living.

FY24-26 State Plan for Independent Living Outreach and Drafting:  The Independent Living network will begin soliciting input and drafting the next State Plan for Independent Living which will span from FY24 through FY26.  The SILC will host town hall meetings, open forums, and workgroups. 

Follow up Responses to Previous GCPD Meeting
N/A
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