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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Issue Description: 
Ensuring children who are deaf or hard of hearing are appropriately identified, placed in a foster/adoption care setting with language access.

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
Administrative Policy ☒ Agency Rule ☐   State Law  ☐
New Law ☐  Other (e.g. public awareness campaign, etc.) ☐
Describe: If it requires a change in agency rule or state law, link to the rule or law.

	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue.
Children who are deaf in the foster care system may not be a frequent occurrence, but the need for placement in homes that offer communication access is vital. We have evidence children are not always identified early in the DFPS process as a child who is deaf or hard if hearing and early identification is critical. Lastly, use of interpreters qualified to interpret for DFPS situations are paramount. These issues have been brought before this committee for the last four years and while DFPS has made policy changes, improved on-going training requirements, the issues continue.  

	Link to additional information:
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Communication

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: 
Designate a statewide single point of contact and subject matter expert on deafness who has fluent sign language skills (ASL, SEE, ect.) to work with CPS caseworks on cases involving children who are deaf or hard of hearing.
Assist with identifying appropriate communication resources
Assist with identifying the needs of the child including ability to identify additional disabilities or challenges
Serve as a training resource
Serve as a resource to review policies and their potential impact on deaf or hard of hearing children and their families 
Work with the Texas Legislature to restore funding to FY 2015 levels for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Resource Specialist contracts at HHSC to establish statewide coverage as an additional resource for DFPS families and caseworkers. 
Require all DFPS interpreter service coordination be coordinated by HHSC’s Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (ODHHS) to ensure quality interpreter services are provided. 
ODHHS shall determine the qualifications to work as a DFPS interpreter. 

Require HHSC to work in partnership with DFPS and monitor, on a monthly basis, the number of children identified by DFPS as deaf or hard of hearing and compare that with the MCO data base on DFPS children and those identified during their first 30-day Medicaid appointment as a child with a hearing loss. 

	Legislative History:
A similar model is serving deaf and hard children in Kentucky. The Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Intellectual Disabilities (DBH) - where the child welfare organization is housed, the Kentucky Commission for the Deaf (KCD), who coordinates all interpreter services for the DBH, and the Kentucky Managed Care Organization (MCO) provider. These agencies work together to ensure communication access service and, appropriate placement, and identify children who are deaf or hard of hearing that are missed at DBH intake by cross referencing the DBH and MCO databases on a monthly basis.

	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 
Reclassify a current vacant position as a Program Specialist to serve the DFPS role. 

	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.
HHSC DHHS may need an employee to coordinate interpreter services for DFPS. DFPS will need an interagency contract for this collaboration. As well as one with HHSC/MCO.  

	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
DFPS
HHSC ODHHS
HHSC Medicaid/MCO Office 

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
Texas Association of the Deaf 
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):
Children who are deaf or hard of hearing will get placed in homes with communication access and receive appropriate services. 

	Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  ☐   No ☐
MOTION: GCPD staff use only
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