Inquiry:
The requestor is looking for data regarding children who are deaf or hard of hearing in CPS care and parents who are deaf that have a CPS case. He is looking for information on those cases currently open.
1. How many children are deaf, deafblind, or hard of hearing in CPS care/foster homes? 

DFPS is able to pull data on children in care who have the characteristic of “hearing impaired,” but it is not possible to pull data on more specific conditions, such as deaf or deafblind. The first tab of the attached excel spreadsheet titled “Plcmnt Type Hearing Impaired Ch” includes data on children who are hearing impaired, broken out by placement type as of September 30, 2018. Please note, this data represents all children in care with the identified characteristic regardless of the fiscal year in which they were removed. Also, Fiscal Year 2018 data is subject to change pending the end-of-year data refresh.  

1. How many of those children are depend on sign language as their main mode of communication?

The first tab of the attached excel spreadsheet titled “Plcmnt Type Hearing Impaired Ch” includes data on children in care with “Sign-Other,” “Sign-American,” and “Sign-Spanish” as their primary language broken out by placement type as of September 30, 2018. Please note, Fiscal Year 2018 data is subject to change pending the end-of-year data refresh.  
  
1. Does CPS have a system that matches these deaf children with foster families/parents who sign fluently? 

IMPACT, the computer system used by DFPS programs to record case information, does not have the capability to match the characteristics, deaf children and foster families who sign fluently. DFPS contracts with Child Placing Agencies who assess the child’s needs and match the child with a foster family able to meet those needs. For more information please see the DFPS Placement Process Resource Guide and DFPS policy, Placing Children in DFPS Conservatorship.
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1. How many of those who use sign language are in a homes where foster families/parents use sign language fluently and how many are not? 

See the response to question number three.

1. Are any of these sign language dependent children in a group home? If so, how many? Do staff sign fluently?  

The first tab of the attached excel spreadsheet titled “Plcmnt Type Hearing Impaired Ch” includes children who are hearing impaired or using sign language, broken out by placement type as of September 30, 2018. Please note, children may be in multiple categories, so categories may not equal the sum of the first column. Also, Fiscal Year 2018 data is subject to change pending the end-of-year data refresh. DFPS is unable to provide data on staff at these agencies who sign fluently.
1. How many are hard of hearing using some type of technology to assist hearing, such as a hearing aid or cochlear implant?

DFPS does not collect and enter this data into IMPACT.  Any information related to a hearing aid or cochlear implant would be documented in IMPACT in narrative form.

1. How many deaf parents (families) have had children, hearing, deaf blind, or deaf, removed from their homes?

The second tab of the attached excel spreadsheet titled “Children wHearing Impaired Par” includes the number of hearing impaired parents with a child Removed in Fiscal Year 2018, the number of children in care removed from a hearing impaired parent in Fiscal Year 2018, and the number of hearing impaired children removed from a hearing impaired parent in Fiscal Year 2018. Please note, Fiscal Year 2018 data is subject to change pending the end-of-year data refresh.

