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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Issue Description: 
Struggling readers in secondary grades and upper elementary may not have access to teachers who can provide instruction to close the gaps by supporting and teaching foundational reading skills and strategies.


	The policy proposal will require a change in:
Administrative Policy ☐ Agency Rule ☐   State Law  ☒
New Law ☐  Other (e.g. public awareness campaign, etc.) ☐
Describe: A change in the existing Texas Education Code.	
Texas Education Code Section 21.054

	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue.
Texas has taken great steps forward to identify and intervene for students with dyslexia and other reading difficulties. Screenings for dyslexia are required in kindergarten and first grades since 2018, and for 7th-grade students not passing the reading STAAR. A statewide Reading Academy passed in the 86th Legislature requires all Kindergarten through third-grade general and special education teachers and principals to attend the teacher literacy achievement academy by 2023.  Only special area teachers such as art, PE, and music are exempted. While screenings and elementary teacher training are important for current and future students, many students in Texas have not been identified with dyslexia or a reading disability and continue to struggle with reading in the secondary grade levels. Unfortunately, secondary teachers typically are not required to have pre-service training in foundational reading and reading interventions. Teachers in secondary focus predominantly on comprehension with little understanding of foundational reading skills and strategies.
Magnusson, C., Roe, A., and Blikstad-Balas, M. (2018). To what extent and how are reading comprehension strategies part of language arts instruction? A study of lower secondary classrooms. Reading Research Quarterly, 54(2), 187-212.
Ness, M. (2007). Increasing the inclusion of reading comprehension strategies in secondary content-area classrooms. The Language and Literacy Spectrum, (17), 3-13.
Paige, D. and Magpuri-Lavell, T. (2014). Reading fluency in the middle and secondary grades. International Electronic Journal of Elementary Education, 7(1), 83-96.


	Link to additional information:
Texas Education Code Section 21.054


	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Education

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: 
Expand the reading literacy academies to include all principals and teachers grade 4 and higher. 



	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
Texas Education Agency
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
Students covered under Section 504
Local Education Agencies (LEAs)

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):
Students who graduate without being able to read at the high school reading level will continue to struggle to access post-secondary education and future employment opportunities. The Texas education system is not designed to produce the inequitable results of some students learning to read while others do not. Multitiered Systems of Support (MTSS) are implemented in many schools, but this has not addressed the lack of knowledge in reading instruction in the secondary teacher workforce. The beneficial outcome of this proposed solution is to remediate the learning gaps for struggling readers in the secondary grade levels and to graduate high school students with on-grade or approaching grade-level reading skills.   

	Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  ☐   No ☐
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