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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Issue Description: 
Topic: Following the transformation mandated by Senate Bill (SB) 200 and SB 202, 84th legislative session, the responsibility for investigating allegations of abuse, neglect, and exploitation at SSLCs moved from the Department of Family and Protective Services and APS to within HHSC itself. Serious allegations should be handled by independent, outside agencies in order to ensure thorough, unbiased investigation outcomes.  


	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue or concern.
Placing the responsibility for investigation misconduct within the agency itself lessens the confidence of family members and other stakeholders in the outcomes of these investigations. Questions persist about the death of Kevin Lewis at the Denton State Supported Living Center (SSLC), at least in part due to the lack of information available from the internal investigation. 

	Link to background materials or additional information:


	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Health

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: HHSC should clarify the investigation and reporting process for allegations of abuse, neglect, and exploitation at SSLCs. It has been reported that HHSC investigates allegations internally, the DFPS website still refers to the Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS), and the APS reporting process is overly complicated and confusing. 

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Administrative Policy |_|   Agency Rule |_|   Change in State Law  |_|
[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check5]New Law |_|   Other (e.g. public awareness, etc.) |_|
Describe: 


	Legislative History/Update:



	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 


	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.


	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
· 


	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
· 


	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
· 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):


	[bookmark: Check6][bookmark: Check7]Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  |_|   No |_|
MOTION: 

	Signature of GCPD Exec Director: /s/   
	 Date:        

	Signature of GCPD Chairman: /s/    
	 Date:                        

	 (For Office Use Only)
Date of Initial Submission: 
Date Recommendation was Updated:                    
Date Routed to Affected State Agency(ies) for Analysis:  
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