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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Issue Description: 
People with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) experiencing mental health crises are extremely limited in terms of accessing psychiatric hospitalization and treatment. Creating a dedicated IDD Specialty Services Unit as a part of the Austin State Hospital Redesign that could be replicated across the state hospital system would provide a strong start to creating a robust network of appropriate treatment options for people with IDD and mental health diagnoses.  


	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue or concern.
There is a dearth of culturally competent treatment facilities available for people with IDD experiencing serious mental health crises. Anecdotally, law enforcement and other crisis mental health professionals report being unable to find private psychiatric hospitals that will accept people with IDD experiencing a mental health crisis. This means individuals often wind up remaining in emergency department beds or being transferred to jail- both inappropriate settings for an individual experiencing a mental health crisis. Additionally, Austin State Hospital (ASH) and North Texas State Hospital (NTSH) appear to be the only two state hospitals out of ten that have a specialty services unit that mentions treating people with IDD. 

	Link to background materials or additional information:
https://hhs.texas.gov/about-hhs/process-improvement/improving-services-texans/changes-state-hospital-system

https://www.ashredesign.org/



	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Health


	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: HHSC should work to align the goals of the IDD strategic plan with the State Hospital System Redesign. Specifically, HHSC should work with Dell Med Department of Psychiatry to create a specialty services unit as part of the state hospital redesign in order to divert people from hospital emergency departments and jails. By working with the state hospital system redesign team at ASH to create a world-class IDD crisis stabilization unit, Texas could lead the way in competent mental health treatment for people with IDD. This unit would enable people to receive appropriate services to help treat ongoing mental health diagnoses, restore competency, and return safely to the community while avoiding incarceration.

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]Administrative Policy |_|   Agency Rule |_|   Change in State Law  |_|
[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check5]New Law |_|   Other (e.g. public awareness, etc.) |_|
Describe: 


	Legislative History/Update:



	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 


	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.


	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
· HHSC
· UT System

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
· Law enforcement 
· Local Mental Health Authorities /Local Intellectual and Developmental Authorities (LMHAs/LIDDAs)


	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
· 
· 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):


	[bookmark: Check6][bookmark: Check7]Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  |_|   No |_|
MOTION: 

	Signature of GCPD Exec Director: /s/   
	 Date:        

	Signature of GCPD Chairman: /s/    
	 Date:                        

	 (For Office Use Only)
Date of Initial Submission: 
Date Recommendation was Updated:                    
Date Routed to Affected State Agency(ies) for Analysis:  
	



Form Revision Date: 11/01/18 		Page 3 of 3

image1.jpg




