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· State Plan for Independent Living Update
· Accessible Transportation Update
· Virtual Independent Living Services Project Update
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· April 28, 2021: Texas State Independent Living Council Quarterly Meeting
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State Plan for Independent Living: 
The Independent Living Network is in the process of implementing the FY21-23 State Plan for Independent Living.  The SILC has been working closely with the CIL network to make progress on objectives relating to accessibile transportation, emergency management, housing, and sustainability of the IL Network. 

Written comments on the State Plan are always welcome. Written comments may be emailed to spil@txsilc.org or mailed to:
Texas State Independent Living Council
1524 S. IH35, Suite 320
Austin, Texas 78704

Please contact Brian White at brian@txsilc.org  or (512) 371-7353 if you have questions about the State Plan for Independent Living.

Followup Responses to Previous GCPD Meeting
N/A
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REVUP Use Your Power Podcast
SILC staff has been participating in the production of the bi-monthly podcast titled, “Use Your Power.”  Topics have ranged from registering to vote, best practices for advocacy at the Texas Capitol, to advocating for disability issues to be addressed in local elections. More information about the podcast can be found at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy2Kx9gghKqEf_yOCT2rfiw 

Winter Storm Uri
SILC staff has been participating in the hosting and coordination of regular stakeholder calls with the disability community regarding the response to Winter Storm Uri.  Information provided in these calls by FEMA, Disability Rights Texas, etc have been disseminated to the IL network to ensure information is shared.  Several opportunities for improvement have been discussed and these topics will likely be pulled into a more formal After Action recommendation document. 

COVID-19 Pandemic and Vaccine Distribution
The SILC and the Centers for Independent Living are continuing to coordinate with state and federal partners to ensure people with disdabilities have access to the necessary equipment and vaccines to combat the continued pandemic. Additional funding from the Centers for Disease Control will be available to some federally-supported Centers for Independent Living to provide additional resources for ensure the disability population can receive vaccines as soon as possible.  CARES Act funding also distributed to the Centers in response to COVID-19 continues to be deployed.  Funding must be obligated before the end of federal fiscal year 2021.  

Accessible Transportation Policy Recommendations
The SILC hosted a Accessible Transportation Summit in January to review policy recommendations for future consideration.  These recommendations can be found by visiting our project webpage.  You will also be able to review a video of the summit in English and Spanish.  https://www.txsilc.org/projects/ats.html 
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