	Selected Bills of Interest 87th Texas Legislature (as of 03/29/21)

	Recommendation 
	Bill/Author 
	Caption 
	Summary 
	Status 

	Communications

	Establish a formalized support service provider (SSP)/co-navigator (CN) program within the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), including training for providers. This will ensure services are provided in a standard, consistent manner.
	HB 3287 – Gonzalez, Mary 

SB 1715 – Hughs 
	Relating to the provision of certain co-navigation services to persons who are deaf-blind.
	HHSC shall operate a statewide co-navigation services program. Reimbursement rates will be established by rule. The rates will use a tiered wage scale that is based on the co-navigator's level of training.
HHSC shall ensure that quality co-navigation services are provided under the program by:
(1)  monitoring the compliance of co-navigators with program rules;
(2)  developing funding sources for the program that are in addition to state sources and will reduce reliance on the state; and
(3)  providing funding and technical assistance for training programs.
HHSC may establish an advisory committee to advise the commission in developing and operating the program. The executive commissioner shall determine the number of members serving on the advisory committee, which must include persons who are deaf-blind.
	Referred to Human Services committee 

	Education

	Ensure Behavior Intervention Plans (BIP) are being revised and created in compliance with federal law, eliminating the practice of informal suspensions that remove kids from school and reinforce challenging behaviors. Parents and students should know and understand their rights and due process related to special education discipline regulations by working with the TEA, Education Resource Centers and SPEDTex.
	HB 785 – Allen 
	Relating to behavior improvement plans and behavioral intervention plans for certain public school students and notification and documentation requirements regarding certain behavior management techniques.
	If a BIP is included as part of a student's IEP, the ARD Committee must review the BIP annually or more frequently if appropriate. A school's code of conduct must address the notification of a parent or guardian of the violation of the code of conduct including if the student has a BIP, whether the school district recommends any revision to the plan or whether the school must conduct an evaluation. 
	Reported favorably as substituted 

	Amend the Texas Education Code to create a procedure for school districts to determine whether an adult student with a disability has the ability to provide informed consent for their educational program.
	HB 877 – Gonzalez, Mary 
	Relating to the appointment of an educational representative for certain students with disabilities.
	Adds the option for an educational representative for students with disabilities when they turn 18 and are not able to give informed consent. Outlines the process by which students can get an educational representative, who can request this and who is eligible to be an educational representative. Educational representatives must act in the best interest of the students, students must be informed of all the decisions that are made on their behalf. A student can rescind their request of educational representative.
	Referred to Public Education committee 

	Require TEA to use funds from the Instructional Materials Technology Fund to caption videos for deaf and hard of hearing students, braille materials, and remediation of other digital learning materials for students.
	Rider 8, Article III
	From funds appropriated in Strategy A.2.3, students with disabilities, an amount not to exceed $13,500,000 in federal funds in the 2022-23 biennium is allocated for the purchase of accessibility remediation of instructional materials, captioning of video and multimedia instructional materials. Braille, large type large print, and related materials for students with disabilities
	
	

	Employment 

	Ensure that when an individual with a disability is moved from a sheltered workshop environment to integrated community-based employment, the employment is appropriately funded to provide the necessary long-term support, to include job coaching, to safeguard and allow for a successful integrated community employment outcome.
	SB 50 – Zaffirini 
	Relating to a competitive and integrated employment initiative for certain Medicaid recipients.
	Individuals receiving services under Medicaid Waiver program must be evaluated for an employment plan and performance measures must be collected and reported every two years. 

	Referred to Health & Human Services committee

	Health 

	Adopt Child Care Licensing (CCL) minimum standards pre-service and annual professional development requirements to include supporting children with developmental delays and disabilities; and supporting early childhood mental health.
	HB 168 – Gonzalez, Mary 
	Relating to the regulation of child-care facilities and registered family homes providing services to children with disabilities or special needs.
	Prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability by child care facilities and registered family homes. Promotes inclusive child care practices and integrates children with disabilities into the general activities of the facility or home. Ensures the activities of the facility or home are tailored to the strengths and needs of each child based on their developmental age and competence. Ensures ECI providers have access to children with disabilities to provide services while at the facility or home. Includes training on caring for children with disabilities or developmental delays. Initial training must include children's mental health (SEL, PBIS). Child care staff must provide parents of children with disabilities information related to ECI and the services provided by ECI to children. Child care facilities or homes must report on suspension and expulsion of children to HHSC.  

	Left pending in committee 

	Strengthen relationships between ECI and childcare providers to improve referrals to critical early interventions for babies and toddlers with disabilities.
	
	
	
	

	Ensure child caregivers are aware of ECI services and know how to refer children for an ECI screening.
	
	
	
	

	Behavior discipline policies should include guidance on use of behavior intervention plans for children with disabilities that does not punish the child for their disability. Require revisions to the Search Texas Child Care website and the option for childcare providers to select if they take “children with special needs.” Per the ADA, all childcare centers must first assess if they can accommodate the child.
	
	
	
	

	Develop rules to update the annual training requirements per licensed childcare centers and licensed childcare homes, registered childcare homes to include as required training topics identification of potential developmental delays, referring children with special needs for services, and information on ECI services and preschool programs for children with disabilities.

	
	
	
	

	Texas should provide twelve months continuous Medicaid coverage for children with disabilities by eliminating mid-year eligibility checks and instead rely on the accurate annual eligibility reviews.
	HB 290 – Cortez 
	Relating to the period of continuous eligibility for the medical assistance program.
	Children will have continuous Medicaid eligibility for 12 months or until they turn 19 years of age. 

	Scheduled for public hearing 03/30/21

	HHSC should task the Statewide Behavioral Health Coordinating Council with studying ways to increase the availability and awareness of high-quality, comprehensive care for people with mental health diagnosis and intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD).
	SB 2074 – Menendez 
	Relating to the establishment of the Mental Illness and Intellectual or Developmental Disability Advisory Council.
	The Mental Illness and Intellectual or Developmental Disability Advisory Council is established to advise HHSC and the legislature on best practices in providing care to individuals with co-occurring mental illness and IDD. Every year on December 1, the advisory council shall prepare a written report that includes recommendations on ensuring that comprehensive and integrated mental health and IDD services in this state are available and provided using a person-centered approach in institutional, public, and private settings. 
	Filed 

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]HB 4571 – Rose 
	Relating to the statewide intellectual and developmental disabilities coordinating council.
	The council is established to ensure a strategic statewide approach to IDD services.
The Council: 
(1)  shall develop and monitor the implementation of a five-year statewide IDD strategic plan;
(2)  shall develop a biennial coordinated statewide IDD expenditure proposal;
(3)  shall annually publish an updated inventory of IDD programs and services that are funded by the state that includes a description of how those programs and services further the purpose of the statewide intellectual and developmental disabilities strategic plan; and
(4)  may facilitate opportunities to increase collaboration for the effective expenditure of available federal and state funds for IDD services in this state.
	Filed 

	Recreation

	The Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities shall promote through education and outreach existing grant funding for the installation of “inclusive” playground equipment, whether by means of new construction or through retrofit of an existing playground, so that it is ADA accessible and usable by children with disabilities.
	HB 24 – Dominguez 
	Relating to funding for school districts to provide inclusive and accessible playgrounds.
	The commissioner shall distribute funds to each school district to provide at least one playground in the district that is inclusive and accessible for students with disabilities.
	Referred to Public Education committee 



