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· January 25, 2021: Transportation Works Summit 
· February 1, 2021: Texas State Independent Living Council Quarterly Meeting
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State Plan for Independent Living: 
The Independent Living Network is in the process of implementing the FY21-23 State Plan for Independent Living.  Progress on fulfilling FY20 objectives will be reported to the SILC board on February 1, 2021.

Written comments on the State Plan are always welcome.  
Written comments may be emailed to spil@txsilc.org or mailed to:
Texas State Independent Living Council
1524 S. IH35, Suite 320
Austin, Texas 78704

Please contact Brian White at brian@txsilc.org or (512) 371-7353 if you have questions about the State Plan for Independent Living.

Followup Responses to Previous GCPD Meeting
NA
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Accessible Transportation—Transportation Works Update
The Transportation Works Project is a partnership with Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities (TCDD) and Centers for Independent Living. Texas SILC will host five accessible transportation summits over five years to remove barriers for Texans with disabilities and to increase both private and public accessible transportation options. The summits are an opportunity for Texans with disabilities, transportation providers, regulators, and transportation experts to collaborate on innovative ideas that connect Texans with disabilities to their community. 

Currently, Texas SILC is collaborating with Project Advisory Members and Texas Transportation Institute to produce a policy report presented at the fifth summit in Austin, Texas, on January 25, 2020.  Policy recommendations include: 
· Regional coordination and extending the duration of the Visitor Rule for paratransit;
· Emergency preparedness and extending the use of STEAR data;
· Increasing disability representation on transportation boards and committees; and 
· Allowing Texas Centers for Independent Living and other non-residential facilities to obtain accessible parking placards. 

Notably, Texas SILC staff thanks the Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities for letting them join the Transportation Network Company policy workgroup.  It was beneficial, and some recommendations from these discussions were included in Texas SILC’s transportation policy report.  In addition, the SILC staff appreciates the GCPD’s efforts to consider all policy recommendations presented at the October 2020 meeting.  A complete report can be accessed by visiting our website: https://www.txsilc.org/projects/ats.html or downloaded direction by visiting this link.

Paralysis Resource Center Pilot—Virtual Independent Living Services Project Update
Texas SILC, in collaboration with community partners, developed a project to employ virtual independent living services to Texans with paralysis in the location of their choice in response to the Paralysis Resource Center, Administration for Community Living’s (ACL) call for pilot project impacting individuals living with paralysis.  The goal of this project to increase supports and services and to assist Texans living with paralysis to become more independent and integrated in the community of their choice. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The third project year began on September 1, 2020, and will run until May 2021.  The third-year project partners include Volar Center for Independent Living, Coastal Bend Center for Independent Living, Art Spark Texas, North Texas United Spinal Association, and Imagine Art.  More information about this project can be found on our website: https://www.txsilc.org/projects/vils.html
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