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· New disability or accessibility program initiatives: Covering All of Texas Project and Good Measure Project
· Legislative Update: Rider 83
· Substantial agency policy changes and key personnel or organizational changes: Reappointments
· State Plan for Independent Living Amendment Update
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· Texas State Independent Living Council Meetings:  The Texas SILC met virtually on February 28, 2022, and is scheduled to meet on June 17, 2022. For additional details, visit https://www.txsilc.org/events.html.  The first hour of the meeting will include an “Open Forum,” which is a time for the public and members of the SILC to discuss issues and updates impacting the disability community. 
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· N/A
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· Rider 83:Independent Living Services Review– HHSC submitted a Rider 83 annual report in December 2021 on the use of Independent Living Services funds by the Centers for Independent Living (CILs), including the number of consumers served, breakdown of services provided, performance targets, and other information.  The report can be found here.   
HHSC will release an additional, more comprehensive report in December 2022.  Rider 83 directs HHSC to conduct a study of the Independent Living Services (ILS) program, which shall: evaluate the ILS grants and outsource model; assess if the ILS model of service provision is meeting the needs of Texans with disabilities; consider alternate methods to reduce administrative costs; explore the utilization of funds and progress of the CILs to obtain alternative or additional funding for operational expenses; maximize funds for the provision of services to consumers; increase collaboration with partners; ensure the provision of No Wrong Door and Wrap-around services, and evaluate whether the number of consumers served has increased due to outsourcing of the program. Additionally, the study will evaluate the roles and responsibilities of the Designated State Entity to identify strengths, weaknesses, risks and opportunities for improvement, and expand the provider base for the services to provide improved support, budgetary flexibility, and added benefits to the provider base. HHSC shall submit a report and findings to the Legislative Budget Board, Office of the Governor, the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, Lieutenant Governor, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by December 1, 2022. 

[bookmark: _gsok4iexsztq]Substantial agency policy changes and key personnel or organizational changes 
· The SILC is pleased to welcome the appointment of four new members to the Council and the reappointment of Joe Rogers, who will serve a second term as the CIL representative on the board. 
· Heisha Freeman of Dallas is Executive Vice President and Chief Customer Officer for MoveCenter. She is a member of the Worldwide Employee Relocation Council. Additionally, she is the founder of Special Needs Parents of North Texas and a former member of the Agape Resource & Assistance Center Board and the Arc of Texas DFW Area Board. Freeman received a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Austin College.
· Michael Garrett of Missouri City is a retired Senior Equities Analyst for J.P. Morgan Chase. He is first vice president of the American Council of the Blind of Texas, board chairman of the American Council of the Blind Thrift Store, and board president of the Houston Center for Independent Living. Additionally, he is president of the Greater Houston Beep Baseball Association, secretary of the Houston Council of the Blind, and an associate minister and disabilities ministry leader at New Faith Church. Previously, he served as a member of Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired Governing Board. Garrett received a Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance from The University of Texas at Austin.

· David Lunt of Haslet is a Senior Supplier Diversity Manager at Fidelity Investments, LLC. He is a member of the Disability:IN North Texas Board and the Fort Worth Mayor’s Committee on Persons With Disabilities. Additionally, he is co-founder and former chair of Fidelity Investments Enable Texas Employee Resource Group and the founder of the Fidelity American Sign Language Club.  
· Janet "Jan" McSorley of Austin is Vice President of Accessibility for Assessments at Pearson and was previously a K-12 Educator and assistive technology specialist for 26 years. She is a member of the International Association of Accessibility Professionals. Additionally, she is an assistant troop leader and booth coordinator for the Girl Scouts of Central Texas, a section parent of Westwood High School Band Boosters, and a high school team support for AWANA. McSorley received a Bachelor of Journalism, a Bachelor of Science in Special Education, and a Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction from The University of Texas at Austin.
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Texas SILC provides the following update on projects aligning with the State Plan for Independent Living goals, objectives, and outreach goals. 

· Covering All of Texas Project: The Covering All of Texas Project provides various supports and services to the most vulnerable Texans with disabilities to obtain a COVID-19 vaccination if they choose. Through this project, Mounting Horizons Center for Independent Living, LIFE Inc. Disability Connections, and Disability in Action Center for Independent Living will receive funds to coordinate vaccine information and access to their consumers.  In addition, the SILC is coordinating with HHSC Office of Disability Services Coordination, Department of State Health Services, VAIL Center for Independent Living in McAllen, and Tarrytown Pharmacy to host a pop-up vaccination clinic on June 22, 2022, in McAllen. The SILC will provide outreach support by producing materials targeted to specific populations in the Rio Grande Valley. More information and registration details can be found here.  
The SILC will also coordinate with the Texas Partners for Inclusive Access. 
Funders: Centers for Disease Control, Department of State Health Services, Texas A&M University

· Good Measure Community-Based Evaluation Project:  This project aims to learn and develop community outreach methods and expand on Texas SILC’s current disability community partners.  While Texas SILC has many partnerships, we hope that the Good Measure Project develops a community-based, ground-up methodology to gather input, monitor, and evaluate the State Plan.  This project is designed to engage people with disabilities throughout the process to harness their knowledge and use their collective intelligence to define evaluation questions and methods and guide how these results improve planning and programs.  Workgroups begin in May 2022, with final recommendations expected by August 2022.
Funder: Good Measure Group
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· N/A
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State Plan for Independent Living: 
The Independent Living Network is in the process of implementing the FY21-23 State Plan for Independent Living.  The SILC has been working closely with the CIL network to progress objectives relating to accessible transportation, emergency management, housing, and sustainability of the IL Network.  

· The Administration on Community Living recently approved a technical amendment to update Independent Living Services program contractors and service areas for FY22 and FY23.  This amendment was submitted with the support of the SILC and the majority of Centers for Independent Living. 

Written comments on the State Plan are always welcome. Written comments may be emailed to spil@txsilc.org or mailed to:

Texas State Independent Living Council
1524 S. IH35, Suite 320
Austin, Texas 78704

Please contact Brian White at brian@txsilc.org  or (512) 371-7353 if you have questions about the State Plan for Independent Living or if you would like to become more involved in the drafting process. 
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