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Driving with Autism
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The Driving with 
Autism initiative is a 
first-of-its-kind 
program out of Texas 
that is improving the
interaction between law enforcement and 
drivers diagnosed with a communication 
challenge.



Program Overview 

The Driving with Autism 
initiative is a first-of-its-kind 
program out of Texas that is 
improving the interaction 
between law enforcement 
and drivers diagnosed with a 
communication challenge.



Welcoming Remarks from Governor Abbott

https://youtu.be/wp3l5tfQT_0

https://youtu.be/wp3l5tfQT_0


Jennifer Allen

Founder & Executive 
Director @Aspergers101 
and Driving with Autism 
Initiative



Jeremiah Kuntz

Director of Vehicle 
Titles & Registration at 
the Texas Department 
of Motor Vehicles



Skylar Hearn

Lt. Colonel Hearn is 
one of three Deputy 
Directors for the 
agency and oversees 
the Law Enforcement 
Services Branch of 
Department of Public 
Safety .



Driving with Autism

Jennifer Allen
Executive Director & Founder 
Aspergers101 & Driving with Autism Texas Initiative 

Jennifer Allen/Aspergers101 9



Driving with Autism  

Overview
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Concept: With the goal of creating 
better communication between 
law enforcement and citizens with 
a communication impediment 
such as Autism/Asperger 
Syndrome, the “Driving with 
Autism” initiative was developed 
by a mother who was fearful for 
her son—diagnosed with Asperger 
Syndrome—driving, and the 
challenges he certainly would 
encounter if pulled over by an 
Officer of the Law. 



Driving with Autism

Went to my State 
Representative
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Driving with Autism

Presented a Low-Cost Solution!  
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Texas Department of Public Safety Driver 
License Division meets with Aspergers101

 Bring 
“Communication 
Impediment with a 
Peace Officer” to the 
forefront

 Define the term 
 Legislation
 Law Enforcement 

Training
 Keeping Diagnosis 

Private
 Awareness: Let 

People Know!



Driving with Autism
Three Components

1. Driver License & State ID Optional 
Code: Communication Impediment 
with a Peace Officer. Statewide 
Marketing Effort

2. Law Enforcement Training:  
Understanding “Communication 
Impediment” 

3. Communication Impediment offered as 
option when registering vehicle with 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles.  
This alerts the officer of the diagnosis 
prior to approaching the vehicle in a 
traffic stop. (TLETS)

Bonus: Driving with Autism Camp 
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Driving with Autism

Driver License & State ID 
Optional Code: Communication 
Impediment with a Peace Officer 
& Statewide Marketing Effort
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Driving with Autism

What Constitutes a Communication Impediment?
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A communication impediment is any disorder that affects an 
individual's ability to comprehend, detect, or apply language and 
speech to engage in discourse effectively with others. The delays 
and disorders can range from simple sound substitution to the inability 
to understand or use one's native language.

Common challenges associated with communication impediment:

 Autism 
 Asperger Syndrome 
 Mild intellectual disability 
 Deafness 
 Hard of Hearing

 Speech & languages disorders 
(Mute-ism, Stuttering) 

 Down Syndrome
 Brain Injury 
 Parkinson ’s disease



Driving with Autism

Samuel Allen, at Texas Capitol Press Conference, explains why 
the option of “Communication Impediment” code is so 
important to him.
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https://youtu.be/rwqWhkvJtJk

https://youtu.be/rwqWhkvJtJk


Legislation HB 1434
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HB 1434
Texas House Bill
Relating to 
displaying 
informational 
materials and videos 
in driver's license 
offices.



Driving with Autism

85th Texas Legislative Session – HB1434
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Bills Filed Bills Passed Vetoed

6,631 1,211 50

Summary of Enactments, 85th Legislature
Published by the Texas Legislative Council



Driving with Autism 

Press Conference: TX Governors Press Room State Capitol
Monday, April 25th, 2016
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Mr. Joe Peters/Asst. Director Texas DPS Driver License Division 
Introduces Texans to “Driving with Autism” initiative

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Zm3ij1LPcfI?start=59&end=119

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Zm3ij1LPcfI?start=59&end=119


Driving with Autism - Marketing

Framed posters placed in all Texas DPS Driver License Offices

English & Spanish Languages
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Driving with Autism -Marketing

Tri-fold Brochures placed in all Texas DPS Driver License Offices

English & Spanish Languages
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Driving with Autism – Marketing Statewide

:30 PSA: Autism  

Airing on TV throughout Texas and Social Media
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https://youtu.be/xOy0Gj763Fk

https://youtu.be/xOy0Gj763Fk


Driving with Autism – Marketing Statewide

:30 PSA: Deaf or Hard of Hearing

Airing on TV throughout Texas and Social Media
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https://youtu.be/0b8K8vp-0u8

https://youtu.be/0b8K8vp-0u8


Driving with Autism

Marketing The “Driving with Autism” to Texas Citizens
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 TV Interviews
 News Stories
 Radio 
 Print  
 Social Media



Driving with Autism

Skylor Hearn
Lieutenant Colonel 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
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Driving with Autism

• The addition of notification of “Communication 
Impediment” to a Texas DL or ID is a completely 
voluntary and simple process.

• When applying for a first time, renewal, or replacement 
DL or ID, the customer must check “yes” on the 
application form for the question, “Do you have a health 
condition that may impede communication with a peace 
officer?” and

• Present a completed DL-101 form 
(https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-
101.pdf)

• No other medical forms are needed for the addition of 
this notification.
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Driver License

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-101.pdf


Driving with Autism

• The “Communication Impediment” statement will be 
displayed on the back of DL or ID.  The DL will also 
have the letter “P” on the face of the card under the 
restriction codes.  

• Once the statement has been added to the card, it 
will remain there until the customer requests that it 
be removed.

• As of August 31, 2019, there were more than 9,700 
Texas DL and ID cards with the “Communication 
Impediment” flag.
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Driver License



Driving with Autism

• DPS facilitates access to both the Driver License 
database (DPS) and the Vehicle Registration 
database (DMV) for law enforcement across the 
state and nation through the Texas Law 
Enforcement Telecommunications System – or 
TLETS.

• The “Communication Impediment” notification is 
visible to law enforcement on DL queries and will 
be similarly visible on registration queries. 
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TLETS



Driving with Autism

DPS is working to enhance these returns by creating 
a banner at the top of the record return as depicted 
below that will draw immediate attention from the 
officer or communications operator.

**THE FOLLOWING RECORD INDICATES THE LICENSE HOLDER MAY 
HAVE A HEALTH CONDITION OR DISABILITY THAT IMPEDES 
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION. **

**THE FOLLOWING RECORD INDICATES THE DRIVER OR OWNER 
OF THE VEHICLE MAY HAVE A HEALTH CONDITION OR DISABILITY 
THAT IMPEDES EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION. **
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TLETS



Driving with Autism

Jennifer Allen
Executive Director & Founder 
Aspergers101 & Driving with Autism Texas Initiative 

Jennifer Allen/Aspergers101 30



Driving with Autism

Law Enforcement Training:  
Understanding “Communication 
Impediment” 
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Driving with Autism – Training

Press Conference: Announcing Texas “Driving with Autism” initiative – Training 

Monday, April 25th, 2016
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Major Jason Hester
Commissioner Texas Commission on Law Enforcement

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Zm3ij1LPcfI?start=141&end=218

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Zm3ij1LPcfI?start=141&end=218


Driving with Autism - Training

Training Texas DPS Trooper Recruits
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Driving with Autism

Poster: Presented at Texas Psychological Association
2-hour ASD Training/ 3 Workshops/ 350 Participating Texas Trooper Recruits
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Driving with Autism - Training
Poster Results
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 Minimal knowledge of Autism Spectrum Disorders in pre-test ratings 
reflected a significant increase in knowledge after training.

 Prior law enforcement training on ASD gave a majority of those 
tested with the false knowledge of autism being an aggressive 
mental disorder. They believed that there was a mild to moderate 
tendency toward violence while the post survey reflected a decrease 
in this perception. 

On average, persons with Autism were viewed as less likely to be 
violent than preciously thought. 



Driving with Autism – Law Enforcement Training 

1) What constitutes a “Communication Impediment” 
designation? – Because it’s more than autism

2) What might it look like in a traffic stop

3) Methods to better handle situations
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Driving with Autism

Medically, each disorder lends itself to its own category. However, for 
law enforcement training purposes, we will proceed by categorizing 
“Communication Impediment” disorders into two groups to better 
prepare officers for a pullover scenario.  

GROUP ONE: (Think of it as a Slower Processing Speed) 
Autism, Asperger Syndrome, Mild Intellectual Disability, Down 
Syndrome, Parkinson’s Disease, Speech and Language Disorders and 
Brain Injury

GROUP TWO: (Think of this as a Different Language) 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing
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1. What constitutes a “Communication Impediment” designation? 



Driving with Autism 

What Autism (and others in Group 1) might look like during a 
traffic stop? 
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 Lack of eye contact or too much eye 
contact

 No expression/Seemingly bland 
behavior

 Unusual speaking patterns including 
direct (sometimes curt) short answers

 Physical display of coping mechanisms 
(from stress) such as repetitive body 
movements, crying, holding ears, 
yelling, singing or fetal position.

Group 1: Slower Processing Speed - Autism



Driving with Autism 

2. What Deafness (and others in Group 2) might look like during 
a traffic stop? 
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 A deaf person doesn’t respond to verbal 
directions

 Person may reach into his or her pocket 
to get a card that reads “I am deaf”, but 
the officer believes instead that he or 
she is reaching for a weapon

 They are probably more scared of a 
policeman or woman than a non-deaf 
person, at least in the beginning of an 
encounter because of their fear of being 
misunderstood

 They will make eye contact;  eye contact 
is very important to effective 
communication for this population

Group 2: Different Language- Deaf or Hard of Hearing



Driving with Autism 

Group 1: Slower Processing Speed/Autism
Group 2: Different Language/Deaf or Hard of Hearing
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Produced in conjunction with Aspergers101 & San Antonio Police Department for TCOLE

Texas Law Enforcement Training Video

3. Methods to better handle a situation

https://youtu.be/b2WnwHvjkSI

https://youtu.be/b2WnwHvjkSI


Driving with Autism

Law Enforcement Training - Statewide
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To provide a consistent training to 
ALL Texas Law Enforcement 
Agencies, Aspergers101 is teaming 
up with the Texas Commission on 
Law Enforcement to provide them 
with resources and information on 
Communication Impediment. TCOLE 
is reviewing this course and its 
content as a possible course for 
officers to utilize for continuing 
education hours.



Driving with Autism

Communication Impediment offered as 
option when registering vehicle with 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles.  
This alerts the officer of the diagnosis 
prior to approaching the vehicle in a 
traffic stop. (TLETS)
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Driving with Autism 

SB 976: Option to place “Communication Impediment” in TLETS
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SB 976 will allow a person with a 
Communication Impediment the 
option for disclosure when registering 
their vehicle through the Texas DMV. 
This will place the diagnosis privately in 
the Texas Law Enforcement 
Telecommunication System (TLETS) 
alerting the officer PRIOR to 
approaching the vehicle in a pull-over 
scenario. This might not only save 
lives, it will keep the diagnosis hidden 
from potential public scrutiny.

86th Texas Legislative Session



Driving with Autism

Samuel Allen Testimony to Senate Committee on Transportation on 
why passage of SB 976 might be important to persons with Autism 
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86th Texas Legislative Session

https://youtu.be/niAtktbtf7I

https://youtu.be/niAtktbtf7I


Driving with Autism 
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SB 976

Filed February 21, 2019
Senator Bryan Hughes



Driving with Autism 

Resolution 52: The Samuel Allen Law
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Driving with Autism

86th Texas Legislative Session – SB976 

The Samuel Allen Law   
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Bills Filed Bills Passed Vetoed 

7,324 1,229 56

Summary of Enactments, 85th Legislature
Published by the Texas Legislative Council



Driving with Autism

Marketing The Samuel Allen Law to Texas Citizens
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:

https://youtu.be/2_QcwtxzHD4

https://youtu.be/2_QcwtxzHD4


Driving with Autism

Marketing The Samuel Allen Law to Texas Citizens
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PSA Airing Across Texas

https://youtu.be/Kl1uRmPCgmY

https://youtu.be/Kl1uRmPCgmY


Driving with Autism

Marketing The Samuel Allen Law to Texas Citizens
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 TV Interviews
 News Stories
 Radio 
 Print  
 Social Media



Driving with Autism

Jeremiah Kuntz
Director of Vehicle Titles & Registration 
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
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Driving with Autism

• Adding a communication impediment indicator to your motor 
vehicle record is voluntary and easy.

• The indicator can be added to your motor vehicle record 
when applying for title or registration or at any other time.

• The indicator will add a remarks that is visible to law 
enforcement informing them that the driver of the vehicle 
may have a communication impediment.   

• The remark is not available to anyone other than law 
enforcement.
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Adding a communication Impediment Indicator to 
a Motor Vehicle Record



Driving with Autism

Step 1 – Fill out Form VTR-216 and have your health care provider certify 
that you have a health condition or disability that may impede effective 
communication. The form is available at www.TxDMV.gov/forms.
Step 2 – Bring sign form VTR-216 to your county tax assessor collector 
office.
Step 3 – The county tax assessor collector office will add the indicator to 
your motor vehicle record and return the form VTR-216 to you.

Note: You may keep you signed form VTR-216 for future use if you 
purchase a new vehicle.
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Adding a communication Impediment Indicator to a 
Motor Vehicle Record 

http://www.txdmv.gov/forms


Driving with Autism

Jennifer Allen
Executive Director & Founder 
Aspergers101 & Driving with Autism Texas Initiative 
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Driving with Autism

Driving with Autism Camp 
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Driving with Autism

Driving with Autism Camp 
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Aspergers101 teamed up with the Texas DPS Training Facility in Florence 
Texas to develop a prototype “Driving with Autism” Day Camp.

https://youtu.be/3cPkXwaW_4Y

https://youtu.be/3cPkXwaW_4Y


Driving with Autism

Available Camp Forms
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 Driving with Autism Camp – Itinerary
 Parent Application Form
 Driving with Autism Camp - Student Assessment
 Driving with Autism Camp – Vehicle Inspection
 Driving with Autism Camp – City Rural Observation



Driving with Autism 

Final Thoughts:
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“Driving with Autism initiative is a success because in 

our great state of Texas, you can take an idea from a 

citizen, empower that idea through our State 

Legislature, engage our great Department of Public 

Safety and Department of Motor Vehicles,  gain total 

support through our Governors Committee on People 

with Disabilities, affirm it’s credibility through UT Health 

San Antonio and suddenly we have forged a program 

worthy to share. Let’s pass it on and have others build 

upon it.”     

-Jennifer Allen



Driving with Autism
Q & A


