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About GCPD
The Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD) has a mission to 
further opportunities for persons with disabilities to enjoy full and equal access to 
lives of independence, productivity, and self-determination.

GCPD recommends changes in disability policies and programs in the areas of 
accessibility, communication, criminal justice, education, emergency preparedness, 
employment, health, housing, transportation, and veterans. The committee also 
supports a network of committees on people with disabilities, issues awards to 
promote greater awareness, and promotes compliance with disability related laws.



General Information

• Chat is disabled in Zoom Webinar Mode. Please use the Q&A 
tool if you have questions for our presenters. Most questions 
will be answered near the end of the webinar.

• After the webinar, you will get an automated email from Zoom 
with a link to our GCPD page to access the webinar recording 
and other materials. The email will also include a survey where 
you can give your feedback.



Empowering Farmers and 
Ranchers with Disabilities through 

Assistive Technology: Building 
Inclusive Rural Communities

Cindy Kovar 
Program Manager of Texas AgrAbility



Introduction



Topic 
Overview 



Physical Challenges and 
Cognitive Barriers Faced 
by Farmers and 
Ranchers with 
Disabilities



Economic and 
Social Challenges 
Faced by Farmers 
and Ranchers with 
Disabilities 



Assistive Technologies in Agriculture 

Ergonomic Tools Hydraulic Lift Table



Modified 
Machinery 



Hand-Controlled 
Tractors



Lift Systems 

Assistive 
Technologies in 
Agriculture 



Joystick-Controlled 
Equipment



Automatic Gate Openers



One-Handed Tools



Prosthetics and Orthotics: 
Custom Prosthetics



Sensory Aids: Hearing Protection and Amplification



Sensory Aids: 
Visual Aids



Livestock Handling 
Equipment: 
Accessible Feeders 
and Waterers 



Livestock Handling 
Chutes



Assistive and 
Digital 

Technologies: 
GPS and Auto-

Steering 
Systems



Assistive and Digital Technologies: Farm Management Apps



Infrastructure 
Modifications: 
Accessible 
Facilities



Infrastructure 
Modifications: 
Modular 
Greenhouses 



Specialized Equipment for Specific Disabilities: Seated Mowers and Tillers



Specialized Equipment 
for Specific Disabilities: 

Automated Milking 
Systems



Specialized 
Equipment for 
Specific Disabilities: 
Irrigation and 
Fencing



Ongoing Support and Training: 
Occupational Therapy and Training



Financial Assistance 
Programs: Grants 
and Loans



Economic 
Benefits: 
Increased 

Productivity



Economic Benefits: Community Impact 



Economic 
Benefits: 
Case Studies 



Social Impacts on Rural Communities 



Focusing on Minority 
Groups: Veteran Farmers



Focusing on Minority Groups: Women in Agriculture 



Focusing on 
Minority 
Groups: 

Hispanic and 
Black Farmers



Policy and Support Programs: Government Initiatives



Future of Inclusive Agriculture: Innovation in Assistive Technologies 



Future of Inclusive 
Agriculture: Building 

Inclusive Communities 



Conclusion



Q&A Discussion Points



Contact Us Today  
Cindy Kovar  

Program Manager of AgrAbility  
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

Phone: 979.321.5232  
Email: cmkovar@ag.tamu.edu

mailto:cmkovar@ag.tamu.edu%E2%80%8B
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