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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: 
Amend Texas Transportation Code Sec. 502.061(a) by adding the following health professions as allowable verifiers: Speech Language Pathologist, Occupational Therapists, Audiologists, School Psychologists, and Diagnosticians. Amend Texas Transportation Code Sec. 502.061(b) by removing “The department may not provide to the Department of Public Safety information that shows the type of health condition or disability a person has.” 

	Issue Description: 
By allowing those professionals to verify an individual’s disability, more people with disabilities will be able to access this program. Striking the sentence from (b) will allow peace officers who pull over a vehicle registered under this program to know the specific type of communication impediment and therefore which are the best strategies to use when communicating with the individuals in the vehicle. Currently, it will only show “communication impediment” which could vary from Deafness to Autism. 

	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue:
This is a systemic issue as it affects everyone enrolled in this program.

	Legislative History:
Samuel Allen Law (SB 976) passed in the 86th Session. This established the Driving with Disability program.
SB 2304, passed in the 88th Session, requires public and open-enrollment charter schools to give information to students with disabilities on this program.

	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.
There are no expected costs to these amendments.  

	Link to additional information:
Click or tap here to enter text.

	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
DPS
DMV
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):
These changes will make utilizing the program easier and more effective.

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
Administrative Policy ☐ Agency Rule ☐   State Law  ☒
New Law ☐  Other (e.g. public awareness campaign, etc.) ☐
Link:  

	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Access☐   Communications☐   Criminal Justice☐   Education☐   Emergency Management☐   Employment☐   Health☐   Housing☐   Transportation☒   Veterans ☐

	Contact:
Please include your name and the name of your organization.

	If GCPD adopts this policy, do you commit to directly supporting this proposal through the legislative session? Choose an item.

	Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  ☐   No ☐
MOTION: GCPD staff use only
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