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[bookmark: _Toc156731811]Executive Summary
Evaluations and numbers of students identified for special education and related services continue to grow. Based on legislation and a thorough review of current commissioner rules, there will be many up for proposed amendment in the coming months. The State Board of Education (SBOE) and State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) also have disability-related topics on their upcoming meeting agendas – dyslexia for the SBOE and special education teachers of record for the SBEC. 
[bookmark: _Toc156731812]Performance Measures
(Still waiting on 2023-2024 data based on October PEIMS snapshot)
Numbers of students receiving special education and related services in Texas
[image: ]
Evaluations July 1-June 30, 2023 (SPPI 11 data): 
22% (31,790) increase in evaluations from 2022 = 173,171 initial evaluations reported through SPPI 11A (initial evaluations by the required timeline). Compliance rate of on-time evaluations was 96.9% for 2023. Compliance rate of on-time initial ARD meetings to determine eligibility was 97.2%. 
Section 504 student numbers


[bookmark: _Toc156731813]Legislative or Legislative Appropriation Request Update
Working on a one-page resource for SB 2304-Driving with Disability Program. Once that is done, a To the Administrator Addressed letter will be published. The information about the requirements has gone out in agency newsletters and been communicated in various ways. 
Many commissioner rules will be proposed for amendment in the coming several months. Those include: 
Anticipated February 2024: (early to mid-June effective date)
19 TAC 102.1601 – Supplemental Special Education Services Program. 
Anticipated mid-March 2024: (late June to early July effective date)
19 TAC 89.1011 – Full Individual and Initial Evaluation
19 TAC 89.1040 – Special Education Eligibility Criteria
			Note the following proposed important amendments:
Removing the requirement for an otolaryngological exam for DHH eligibility (based on a petition received)
				Changes to SLD eligibility based on HB 3928
Proposing to phase out the use of the state’s “noncategorical early childhood” eligibility and beginning to use “developmental delay” instead (with a new definition). 
19 TAC 89.1049 – Parental Rights Regarding Adult Students 
19 TAC 89.1050 - The Admission, Review, and Dismissal Committee
19 TAC 89.1055 – The Individualized Education Program
19 TAC 89.1065 – Extended School Year Services 
19 TAC 89.1131 – Qualifications of Special Education, Related Service, and Paraprofessional Personnel 
19 TAC 89.1141 ESC Regional Special Education Leadership
Anticipated mid-April 2024: (late July to early August effective date)
19 TAC 89.1005 – Instructional Arrangements
19 TAC 89.1092 – Contracting for Residential Educational Placements
19 TAC 89.1094 – Students Receiving Services in Off-Campus Programs
19 TAC 89.1076 – Interventions and Sanctions
Anticipated mid-May 2024: (early to mid September effective date)
19 TAC 97.1071 – Special Program Performance: Monitoring, Review, and Supports
19 TAC 97.1072 – Residential Facility Monitoring
Anticipated mid-June 2024: (early to mid October effective date)
19 TAC 89.1053 Restraint and Timeout 
19 TAC 89.1070 Graduation Requirements
19 TAC 89.1035 Age Ranges for Student Eligibility
[bookmark: _Toc156731814]Substantial agency policy changes and key personnel or organizational changes
The Office of Special Populations and Monitoring has had a name change, and we have added a new division. We are now the Office of Special Populations and Student Supports, and the new division we have added is the Supportive Schools division, which focuses on mental health initiatives and school discipline.  
[bookmark: _Toc156731815]Long-range strategic plans for people with disabilities
We will be using 2024 to communicate with stakeholders about a re-launch and refocus of our strategic plan. Our new 6 year monitoring cycle starts with 2025-2026, so we hope to have a new/updated strategic plan at the same time. 
[bookmark: _Toc156731816]Disability Program Updates
Have had two meetings with stakeholders to develop the required statewide emergency operations plan guidelines to ensure the safety of students and staff with disabilities during an emergency or disaster. Those will likely be finalized in April or May. 
Our State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) is due to the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) on February 1, so staff is busy getting the data and reports necessary to submit on time. 
Next CAC meeting probably late February. 
The State Board of Education will meet January 30-February 2, 2024. On Thursday, February 1, the Committee on Instruction will review a draft of 19 TAC 74.28 and the dyslexia handbook post HB 3928 and decide whether to move it to the full board for first reading and filing authorization. https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/leadership/state-board-of-education/sboe-2024/sboe-2024-january/january-february-2024-sboe-agenda 
The State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) met in December with another meeting on February 16. Part of their discussions are around the requirements for special education teachers of record, particularly at the high school level. https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/leadership/state-board-for-educator-certification/sbec-meetings 
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Special Education Identification has Significantly Increased
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Texas continues to see growth each year.
In the last 10 years, we’ve grown by 58.6%.
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School Year Total Sect 504 Count

2022-2023 407,966

2021-2022 401,717

2020-2021 387,693

2019-2020 377,045

2018-2019 354,747


Microsoft_Excel_Worksheet.xlsx
Data Dictionary

		Variable		Label

		school_year		School Year

		GRADE		Grade

		COUNT		Sect 504 Count By Grade

		PERCENT		Sect 504 Pct by Grade

		School_Year		School Year

		Total_Sect_504_Count		Total Sect 504 Count

		Sect_504_and_Dyslexia		Sect 504 and Dyslexia

		SPED_and_Dyslexia		SPED and Dyslexia

		DATE_CREATED		Date Created

		Data_Source		Data Source





SECT 504 SY 2223

		School Year		Grade		Sect 504 Count by Grade		Sect 504 Pct by Grade		Date Created		Data Source

		2022-2023		EE		8		0.00		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		PK		711		0.17		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		KG		2,631		0.64		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		1		6,327		1.55		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		2		13,717		3.36		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		3		24,996		6.13		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		4		31,980		7.84		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		5		35,655		8.74		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		6		38,464		9.43		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		7		40,716		9.98		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		8		43,195		10.59		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		9		48,745		11.95		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		10		45,123		11.06		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		11		39,630		9.71		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

		2022-2023		12		36,068		8.84		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 





Sect 504 SY2019-2023

				School Year		Total Sect 504 Count		Date Created		Data Source

				2022-2023		407,966		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 

				2021-2022		401,717		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB22F 

				2020-2021		387,693		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB21F 

				2019-2020		377,045		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB20F 

				2018-2019		354,747		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB19F 





Dyslexia_Sped and Dyslexia_504 

				School Year		Dyslexia and Sect 504 		 Dyslexia and SPED 		Date Created		Data Source

				2022-2023		175,145		122,320		October 28, 2023		A.ENROLL_DOB23F 
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