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	Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD)
Policy Development Proposal

	Describe the proposed policy or legislative solution: 
Allow intervener services for individuals in the 1915(c) waivers while the individual is hospitalized.

	Issue Description: 
Currently, an individual on a 1915(c) waiver who enters the hospital loses access to their intervener services. An intervener is a service provider with specialized training and skills in deafblindness who, working with one individual at a time, serves as a facilitator to involve an individual in home and community services and activities, and who is classified as an Intervener, Intervener I, Intervener II, or Intervener III in accordance with Texas Government Code §531.0973. An intervener provides services tailored to the unique needs of the individual. Because the services are so tailored to the individual, they cannot be performed by an unfamiliar service provider. In a setting like a hospital, the individual may not be used to the environment and need a lot of support from their intervener, especially considering how many service providers come in and out of a hospital room in each visit. It is important for the health, wellbeing, and safety of the individual that they are able to use their intervener services.
If an individual is able to keep using their intervener services while hospitalized, it could:
prevent medical errors due to miscommunication.
reduce the anxiety and fear an individual may be experiencing because they are hospitalized. This could reduce aggressive behaviors and protect the individual and the service providers.

	Explain how this is a common/frequent issue:
This issue affects individuals in the 1915(c) waivers who utilize intervener services and experience hospitalization.

	Legislative History:
CFR §441.301(c)(5) is the federal law that prohibits receiving waiver services while a person is hospitalized. 
CMS currently has proposed rules on allowing certain services while an individual is hospitalized. 

	Explain the feasibility of this recommendation: 
The most successful policy proposals are practical, specific, and able to be supported by many different stakeholders. What successes and difficulties do you anticipate encountering?

	List any known cost factors (fiscal note). Show calculations.
While this is not required, providing cost information can be helpful. 

	Link to additional information:
If you are aware of research, state law, rules, news articles or any other relevant background information insert those links.

	State agency(ies) affected by proposal:
HHSC
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Stakeholder groups likely to support this proposal:
DBMAT
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Stakeholder groups likely to oppose this proposal: 
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Describe how affected groups will be impacted by proposed solution(s) (i.e., cities, counties, businesses, employers, etc.):
Click or tap here to enter text.

	The policy proposal will require a change in:
Administrative Policy ☐ Agency Rule ☒   State Law  ☐
New Law ☐  Other (e.g. public awareness campaign, etc.) ☐
Link:  

	Identify GCPD Issue Area(s) affected: 
Access☐   Communications☐   Criminal Justice☐   Education☐   Emergency Management☐   Employment☐   Health☒   Housing☐   Transportation☐   Veterans ☐

	Contact:
Please include your name and the name of your organization.

	If GCPD adopts this policy, do you commit to directly supporting this proposal through the legislative session? Choose an item.

	Recommended for GCPD policy recommendations:   Yes  ☐   No ☐
MOTION: GCPD staff use only
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