Office of the Texas Governor

7 Sexual Assault Survivors’ Task Force

Greetings,

We are pleased to share the June issue of the Governor's Sexual Assault
Survivors’ Task Force (SASTF) newsletter, featuring important updates,
initiatives, and opportunities from across our statewide network.

In this issue, we are proud to spotlight Task Force Member Dr. Ralph Riviello and
recognize his contributions to advancing survivor-centered medical practices. We
are also pleased to introduce the Texas Center for Forensic Nursing (TCFN), a
new statewide home for forensic nurses that aims to enhance collaboration,
support, and resources for professionals serving survivors across Texas.

Additionally, we highlight innovative practices taking place in Brazos County and
share updates to the Adult Survivors' Rights Guide and First Responder's Adult
Sexual Assault Guide, which now include additional information and legislative
updates from the 89th Regular Legislative Session.

As always, this issue includes current training opportunities for professionals
working to strengthen Texas’s response to sexual assault and support survivors
across the state.

Thank you for your continued dedication to this important work and for your
partnership in advancing survivor-centered practices throughout Texas.

Sincerely,
The SASTF Team



Task Force Member Spotlight: Dr. Ralph Riviello

Ralph Riviello, MD, MS, FACEP is Professor
and Chair of Emergency Medicine at
University Health and UT Health San
Antonio. Dr. Riviello graduated from
Hahnemann Medical College in Philadelphia
and completed an emergency medicine
residency at Allegheny General Hospital in
Pittsburgh. Dr. Riviello also earned a
Masters Degree in Clinical Forensic
Medicine from the Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine. Dr. Riviello has
lectured, written, and researched on the
topics of sexual assault, domestic violence,
strangulation, and other common
emergency department complaints. He has
served on several national committees and
panels related to sexual assault care and
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE)
program development. He is the author of
the textbook, Clinical Forensic Emergency Medicine: a guide for clinicians. Dr.
Riviello also serves on the Medical Advisory Panel and faculty of the Training
Institute on Strangulation Prevention. While in Philadelphia, Dr. Riviello served
on the Philadelphia Sexual Assault Advisory Committee for over 15 years and
was instrumental in developing the Philadelphia Sexual Assault Response
Center which was a free-standing center, co-located with the Special Victims
Unit, providing sexual assault medical forensic examinations to patients 16 years
of age and older. The center treated an average of 400 patients per year and
employed approximately 15 SANEs. He has also served as the Medical Director
of the Crozer-Keystone Health System SANE Team, in the Philadelphia
suburbs. He currently serves on the State of Texas Governor’'s Sexual Assault
Survivors’ Task Force. In Bexar County, TX, he serves on the SANE Advisory
Work Group. He was a founding member, and Past President, of the Forensic
Medicine Section of the American College of Emergency Physicians.
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Dr. Riviello has taken the lead on developing a training for emergency physicians
and physician assistants, as mandated by House Bill 47 (89R). The training is
designed to help healthcare providers in emergency room settings better
understand trauma-informed care for sexual assault survivors and proper



procedures for conducting Sexual Assault Forensic Exams. Dr. Riviello has been
instrumental in the development of this training, coordinating with the relevant
credentialing organizations and convening a group of experienced emergency
physicians from across Texas to assist in creating the curriculum. In addition, Dr.
Riviello recently presented a webinar for the newly created Governor’s Family
Violence Homicide Task Force entitled “Healthcare for Strangulation/Intimate
Partner Violence: What's Needed? or What's Missing?”. The presentation
examined the critical role healthcare systems play in identifying, documenting,
and responding to non-fatal strangulation in the context of intimate partner
violence. Dr. Riviello recently presented at the Texas Center for the Judiciary’s
2026 Criminal Justice Conference. His presentation, “When the Signs are Silent:
Medical Findings in Strangulation,” educated judges on the importance of
strangulation in family violence and sexual assault cases and helped judges
better understand the signs and symptoms of strangulation.

The SASTF sincerely thanks Dr. Rivello for his dedication, expertise, and
compassion for survivors of sexual and family violence in Texas.

Meet TCFN: A New Statewide Home for Texas Forensic
Nurses

Texas forensic nurses have a new professional home. The Texas Coalition of
Forensic Nurses (TCFN) is a statewide 501(c)(3) built by nurses, for nurses, with
one clear charge: strengthen the practice of forensic nursing across Texas.

TCFN was founded by the former board of the International Association of
Forensic Nurses (IAFN) Texas chapter after IAFN discontinued its chapter
structure. Rather than lose the network they had spent years building, the board
incorporated as an independent Texas nonprofit and got to work.

Three pillars shape everything TCFN does.

Care. Trauma-informed and patient-centered. The work forensic nurses do is
clinical and human at the same time.

Equal Access to Care and Justice. A patient deserves the same standard of
care whether they walk into a major medical center in Dallas or a rural



Emergency Department four hours from the nearest SANE program. TCFN
supports the forensic nurses working to make that true.

Professional Community. Forensic nursing can be isolating. TCFN gives Texas
forensic nurses a place to find each other, share what works, and build the field
together.

Membership opens the door to a private online community with peer support,
case consultation spaces, continuing education, and statewide collaboration.
Tiered options fit every career stage, from nursing students through experienced
program leads. Whether a nurse practices SANE adult or pediatric, or another
forensic specialty, TCFN is built for them.

The work ahead is significant. The field needs more SANEs, better-resourced
programs, sustained funding, and a unified voice on the legislative issues
shaping forensic nursing practice. TCFN exists to support this work. The
founding board is laying the groundwork now.

If you work alongside forensic nurses, you already know the difference one well-
supported program can make for a patient and a case. TCFN exists to make sure
every forensic nurse in Texas has the community and resources to do that work.

Learn more or join at thetcfn.org.

Brazos County's Adult Forensic Interview Program

The Texas A&M Health Center of Excellence in Forensic Nursing recently
launched the Brazos Valley Forensic Interview Program (BVFIP) in partnership
with the Bryan Police Department, College Station Police Department, Texas
A&M University Police Department, Brazos County Sheriff's Office, and Brazos
County District Attorney’s Office.

A longstanding practice in child abuse investigations, forensic interviewing for
adult survivors represents a new frontier in the multidisciplinary response to adult
sexual assault. The Brazos Valley Forensic Interview Program provides a
centralized, trauma-informed setting where survivors can speak with a trained
interviewer while multidisciplinary partners observe via secure video connection.
The service is offered at no cost to survivors or participating agencies and


https://www.thetcfn.org/

reflects the continued development of survivor-centered practices for adult sexual
assault response.

The SASTF sends its thanks to the BVFIP partners in Brazos County for their
innovation and commitment to better serving survivors of adult sexual assault. To
learn more about the Brazos Valley Forensic Interview Program, please read this
article from Texas A&M’s Vital Record.

Updated SASTF Resources for Survivors and First
Responders

The SASTF has updated two key resources to incorporate new information and
legislative changes resulting from the 89th Regular Legislative Session.

The Adult Survivors’ Rights Guide has been updated to provide current
information regarding survivors’ rights, available resources, and support services
in Texas. This guide serves as a resource for survivors and those supporting
them as they navigate available rights and options. The updated guide is
available on the SASTF Resources for Survivors webpage.

The First Responder's Adult Sexual Assault Guide has also been updated to
reflect current information and support trauma-informed, survivor-centered
response practices. Developed for law enforcement and other first responders,
the guide provides information intended to strengthen responses and support
interactions with survivors following a report of sexual assault. The updated guide
is available on the SASTF Resources for Law Enforcement webpage.

Training Opportunities

TDCAA Advanced Trial Advocacy Course
Baylor Law School - Waco, Texas
July 27 - 31, 2026
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Trial Advocacy Course Registration

SASTF July Webinar - Coaching for Quality in Texas Forensic Nursing
Programs
July 30 2026, from 11:30am - 1:00pm

SASTF Webinar Registration

2026 National Sexual Assault Conference
Washington Hilton - Washington, D.C.
August 19 - 21, 2026

National Sexual Assault Conference Regqistration

Texas Department of Public Safety - Interdiction for the Protection of

Children (IPC) Training
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Sexual Assault Family Violence Investigator Course (SAFVIC) Trainings

SAFVIC Registration Link
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