[image: ]
First Responder Sexual Assault Guide FAQ
“An officer’s duty to uphold the oath includes the commitment to provide a survivor-centered, trauma-informed response to sexual violence through a multi-disciplinary, collaborative and coordinated approach.”  ~ Texas Sexual Assault Survivors’ Task Force

This guide provides best practices for initial interactions with an adult sexual assault survivor that is a trauma-informed, survivor-centered, and offender-focused response. An empathetic and trauma-informed law enforcement response in the first moments of a survivor’s attempt to get help can have a positive impact on the survivor’s ability to participate in the investigative process and can contribute to the survivor’s healing and recovery.

PRINT INSTRUCTIONS

Protocol Guide Sheet
Sheet Size: US Letter (8.5x11”) 
Color: Yes (optional)
Scaling: Fit to sheet
2-sided print (flip on long edge) using standard copy paper (~20-24lb)
Protocol Guide Card
Sheet Size: Index Card (3x5”)
Color: Yes (optional)
Scaling: Fit to sheet
2-sided print (flip on long edge) using unlined index cards (~80-130lb)
Protocol Guide Cards (4-up)
If you have access to print production equipment, this file can be printed four to a sheet and then trimmed down to size.
Sheet Size: US Letter (8.5x11”)
Color: Yes (optional)
Scaling: Fit to sheet
2-sided print (flip on long edge) using US Letter cardstock (~80-130lb)
	will probably require use of the printer bypass tray



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
· SASTF Resources for Law Enforcement
· https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/sastf-resources-for-law-enforcement 
· OAG Law Enforcement Request for Sexual Assault Exam Form
· https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/files/divisions/crime-victims/Law-Enforcement-Agency-Sexual-Assault-Exam-Request.pdf 
· EVAWI Effective Report Writing: Using the Language of Non-Consensual Sex
· https://evawintl.org/wp-content/uploads/Module-1_Report-Writing-11-9-2020-1.pdf 
· TAASA Sexual Assault Advocate Acoompaniment during Law Enforcement Interviews 
· https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/TXGOV/2021/12/14/file_attachments/2023158/TAASA%20Advocacy%20Accompaniment%20for%20LE.pdf 
· SASTF Online Resources for Survivors Directory (List of Advocacy and Service Providers)
· https://gov.texas.gov/apps/sastf/ 
· OAG Pseudonym Forms for Crime Victims
· https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/crime-victims/services-crime-victims/pseudonym-forms-crime-victims 
· Survivors’ Rights Guide (SASTF Resources for Survivors)
· https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/sastf-resources 
· Protective Orders for Sexual Assaults
· https://texaslawhelp.org/article/how-do-i-apply-for-a-sexual-assault-protective-order 
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