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TEXAS 

Austin Film Society Grant For Short & Feature Films 
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/  
The AFS Grant awards funds annually to Texas-based filmmakers working in any style or genre. 
The AFS Grant aims to ensure that promising Texas artists have access to funding opportunities 
right here in their home state. AFS is committed to providing equitable funding opportunities for 
artists, and filmmakers of all identities and backgrounds are encouraged to apply. 

Since its inception in 1996, the AFS Grant has awarded more than $3 million in cash grants and 
more than $340,000 in-kind goods and services to 570+ Texas filmmakers to date, creating life-
changing opportunities for artists, many from backgrounds traditionally underrepresented in the 
film industry and working outside large industry centers. In addition to grants for development, 
production, and post-production, we provide cash stipends to Texas filmmakers traveling to 
prestigious film festivals through our AFS Travel Grant program. 

The AFS Grant is highly competitive. Over the last five years, on average, 12% of applicants 
received funding per cycle. Each project is reviewed by a different combination of statewide 
reviewers and a panel of nationally recognized industry experts. Reviewers and panelists include 
film programmers, filmmakers, and industry professionals.   

AFS Grant for Feature Films in Production  
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/#collapse1 
Filmmakers may apply for up to $20,000 cash for pre-production, production, or post-production 
through the AFS Grant for Feature Films. Total cash support from the AFS Grant will not exceed 
$20,000. However, applicants can apply to receive in-kind grants in addition to the $20,000 cash 
request.  

AFS Grant for Short Films 
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/#collapse8 
Projects may apply for up to $10,000 cash for production or post-production through the AFS 
Grant for Short Films. Total cash support from the AFS Grant fund will not exceed $10,000. 
However, applicants can receive in-kind support valued in excess of the $10,000 cash grant (in 
other words, applicants can apply to receive in-kind grants on top of $10,000 cash). 

Harrison McClure Endowed Film Fund  
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/  
The $2,500 Harrison McClure Endowed Film Fund goes to an undergraduate student for the 
making of a short film that will complete a course or degree requirement. Students eligible to 
receive the award must be incoming juniors or seniors and must be enrolled as full-time students 
in a four-year college or university located in Texas. 

https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/#collapse1
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/#collapse8
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
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The selected filmmaker must agree to include credit or thanks to the “Harrison McClure Endowed 
Film Fund” in addition to the crediting requirements of the AFS Grant. Additionally, the selected 
filmmaker is required to supply a copy of the finished film to the Endowment donors and the 
parents of Harrison McClure, a promising Texas film student whose life and passion for 
filmmaking are memorialized by this fund. Those applying for Harrison McClure will only be 
considered for this special grant and will not be considered for other AFS cash grants.  

MPS Camera and Lighting Award 
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/  
The MPS Camera and Lighting Award is granted to one filmmaker per application cycle in the form 
of a multi-day camera package rental from MPS Studios with a value of up to $10,000. The award 
must be used by the awarded project and cannot be transferred or sold. Granting of the MPS 
Camera and Lighting Award is contingent upon the Grantee securing insurance that meets MPS’ 
minimum specifications. Because these requirements reflect professional-set standards, the 
cost of coverage may be higher than basic liability insurance. Make sure to factor this possible 
cost into the amount of funding that you are requesting. Package rental is subject to availability 
and must be used within two years of receiving the award. MPS must be acknowledged in the 
film’s credits. 

  

https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
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Austin Film Society – North Texas Pioneer Film Award 
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/  
$30,000 in cash grants will be awarded to emerging and established filmmakers residing in the 
North Texas region. Grants ranging from $10,000–$20,000 will be awarded to feature-length films 
(40 minutes or longer). The grant aims to fund emerging filmmakers with first or second feature 
films and filmmakers bringing new and underrepresented perspectives to filmmaking. Funding is 
made possible by David Lowery, Ley Line Entertainment, and the Oak Cliff Film Festival. 

Filmmakers wishing to be considered for this fund must provide proof of residency in the North 
Texas region. For the purposes of this grant, AFS considers the North Texas boundary to be the 
area that is both north of Waco and east of Abilene. If you have any questions about your North 
Texas residency, please email filmmakersupport@austinfilm.org. 

All other eligibility and application requirements for the AFS Grant must be met. 

Austin Film Society – New Texas Voices Award Grant 
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/ 
This grant is part of AFS’s commitment to funding Texas artists whose unique stories, identities, or 
heritage have found little support in the broader film industry. AFS offers a $15,000 New Texas 
Voices Award to filmmakers who are pushing the boundaries of filmmaking by bringing a new and 
underseen perspective to their first feature project (documentary or narrative). This grant will be 
accompanied by specialized consultation for the awarded filmmakers. Filmmakers who wish to 
be considered must have a first feature-length film (narrative or documentary) in early to mid-
production. All other eligibility and application requirements for the AFS Grant must be met. 

Texas Commission on the Arts - Young Masters Program 
https://www.arts.texas.gov/initiatives/young-masters/  
This program awards grants to talented young artists to further their studies in their chosen 
field. This grant is not a college scholarship. The most talented young artists will receive the title 
of Young Master and will be awarded grants of $5,000 per year to further their studies in their 
chosen arts disciplines. Students are to receive the grant for up to two years, but they must 
submit a plan for study annually. Students must be participating in a school-based arts program, 
summer institute, a specialized course of study, or receiving private lessons from a qualified 
instructor. Students must maintain passing grades in all academic areas. Applications will be 
from the student, his or her parent/guardian, and his or her arts instructor. This program is 
available every other year.    

https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
mailto:filmmakersupport@austinfilm.org
https://www.austinfilm.org/afs-grants/afs-grants-applications/
https://www.arts.texas.gov/initiatives/young-masters/
https://www.arts.texas.gov/initiatives/young-masters/


4  
Film, TV & Screenwriting Grants 

Updated: 2026.06.22 
 

Texas Film Commission • Office of the Governor • texasfilmcommission.com  
This list is a selection of grants & fellowships offered; it is not a comprehensive list of all available.   

  

U.S. NARRATIVE  

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Gold Fellowship for Women 
https://www.oscars.org/academy-gold/fellowship-for-women  
The Academy Gold Fellowship for Women is designed to inspire emerging women filmmakers. In 
addition to fellowship support, it also includes personalized mentorship and access to once-in-a-
lifetime networking opportunities now and into the future.   

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Nicholl Fellowships 
https://www.oscars.org/nicholl  
Each year, the Academy Nicholl screenwriting competition awards up to five $35,000 fellowships 
to amateur screenwriters. To enter, submit a feature-length screenplay and entry fee via the 
online submission when the competition is open for submissions. Fellowship winners are invited 
to participate in awards week ceremonies and seminars, receive individualized Academy 
member mentorship and are expected to complete at least one original feature film screenplay 
during their Fellowship year.   

Adrienne Shelly Foundation Awards and Scholarships for Women Filmmakers 
https://adrienneshellyfoundation.org/how-to-apply/  
The Adrienne Shelly Foundation provides awards and scholarships through various partnerships 
with some of the most prominent academic and filmmaking institutions in the country. We do not 
make direct awards to students and filmmakers. If you are interested in receiving funding from 
The Adrienne Shelly Foundation, please visit the websites of our current partners for further 
information.  

American Zoetrope Screenplay Competition 
https://www.all-story.com/american-zoetrope-screenplay-competition/ 
The mission of the American Zoetrope Screenplay Competition is to find and promote new and 
innovative voices in cinema with scripts for feature-length film scripts, as well as pilot scripts for 
television/streaming services. The winner of the competition will receive the grand prize of 
$5,000. The winner and nine finalists are considered for representation by the agencies CAA, 
Circle of Confusion, Energy Entertainment, Exile Entertainment, the Gersh Agency, ICM, Oasis 
Media Group, the Radmin Company, UTA, and William Morris Endeavor. Their scripts will be 
considered for option and development by the production companies American Zoetrope, 
Anonymous Content, Array, Cats & Dogs Productions, Double Hope Films, Fox Searchlight, 
Groundswell Productions, Icon Films, IFC Films, Jean Doumanian Productions, Lionsgate, LIT 
Entertainment Group, Lleju Productions, Netflix, Number 9 Films, Oasis Media Group, Pretty 
Pictures Productions, Roserock Films, Sony Pictures Classics, Verisimilitude, and Working Title 
Films.  

  

https://www.oscars.org/academy-gold/fellowship-for-women
https://www.oscars.org/academy-gold/fellowship-for-women
https://www.oscars.org/nicholl
https://www.oscars.org/nicholl
https://adrienneshellyfoundation.org/how-to-apply/
https://adrienneshellyfoundation.org/how-to-apply/
https://www.all-story.com/american-zoetrope-screenplay-competition/
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BlueCat Screenplay Competition  
https://bluecatscreenplay.com/  
Why Submit to BlueCat? 

• In-Depth Feedback: Your entry fee includes a one-page written analysis of your script. No 
extra cost. 

• Guaranteed Read: Every script is read and evaluated from the first page to the last. 

• Career-Making Exposure: Winning writers are introduced to our network of over 400 
literary managers and agents. 

• $8,000 in Cash Prizes: We award substantial prizes for feature screenplays and short film 
scripts. 

ScreenCraft Film Grant 
https://grantedai.com/grants/screencraft-film-grant-screencraft-in-partnership-with-bondit-m-
0f1b3a0b  
In partnership with BondIt Media Capital, the ScreenCraft Short Film Production Fund will select 
one qualified project every 6 months to receive up to $20,000 cash grant plus production services 
and (if needed) development consultation. Winner(s) of this production grant will be announced 
approximately 6 weeks after the final deadline.  

Creative Capital Award  
https://creative-capital.org/about-the-creative-capital-award/  
The Creative Capital Award is the only national open call grant program dedicated to funding 
artists creating new work in every discipline, including visual arts, performing arts, film, literature, 
technology, multidisciplinary, and socially engaged forms. Creative Capital’s unrestricted project 
grants are purposefully made through an open, national, multidisciplinary, external review 
process for proposals for new artistic works. 

The Creative Capital Award provides individual artists with unrestricted project grants (up to 
$50,000) and professional development services for the creation of innovative, original, 
groundbreaking new artistic works. Creative Capital’s transformative giving approach is built on 
the principle that artists need funding as well as networks and advisory services in order to realize 
ambitious projects and thriving careers.  

  

https://bluecatscreenplay.com/
https://bluecatscreenplay.com/
https://grantedai.com/grants/screencraft-film-grant-screencraft-in-partnership-with-bondit-m-0f1b3a0b
https://grantedai.com/grants/screencraft-film-grant-screencraft-in-partnership-with-bondit-m-0f1b3a0b
https://creative-capital.org/about-the-creative-capital-award/
https://creative-capital.org/about-the-creative-capital-award/
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State of the Art Prize 
https://creative-capital.org/creative-capital-award/ 
In honor of 25 years of grantmaking, Creative Capital has expanded its support of individual 
artists with the launch of the new State of the Art Prize. Through the open call process for the 
Creative Capital Award, Creative Capital will also select recipients of the State of the Art Prize, 
which aims to recognize one artist residing in each U.S. state and territory with an unrestricted 
artist grant of $10,000 per artist. 

For the 2026 and 2027 grant cycles, all applicants to the Creative Capital Award are 
automatically considered for the State of the Art Prize and are evaluated for the Prize using the 
same criteria; there is no separate application process. Creative Capital Awardees may not apply 
for the State of the Art Prize. State of the Art Prize winners may apply to future grant cycles for the 
Creative Capital Award. Both the Creative Capital Award and State of the Art Prize are one-time 
distinctions. 

Femme Frontera Film Grant  
https://www.femmefrontera.org/eplc 
As part of an on-going initiative to increase, inspire, and support short form content made by 
filmmakers from and currently residing in El Paso, Las Cruces, Juarez, and Chihuahua, Femme 
Frontera will fund new works made by emerging and established women and gender-expansive 
filmmakers. The funds will assist these filmmakers in the creation of their short films in the 
Borderland region. One grant of $4000 will be awarded to each country.  

Femme Frontera Screenwriting Grant  
https://www.femmefrontera.org/screenwriting-grant  
As part of an on-going initiative to increase, inspire, and support short form content made by 
filmmakers from and currently residing in El Paso, Las Cruces, Juarez, and Chihuahua, Femme 
Frontera will fund new works made by emerging and established women and gender-expansive 
filmmakers. The funds will assist filmmakers in the creation of a 15-30 page script. Three grants of 
$750 each will be awarded, with one grant allocated per city (El Paso, Texas, Las Cruces, NM, and 
Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua, México region). 

Grant winners will be awarded $750 to use towards the development of their screenplay. 
Additionally, they will have the opportunity to workshop their scripts. Workshops will consist of a 
digital table reading and feedback session.   

Film Independent Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Grants  
https://sloan.org/grants/apply  
Since 2007, Film Independent and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation have joined forces to encourage 
filmmakers to create more realistic and accurate stories about science and technology and to 
challenge existing stereotypes about scientists and engineers in the popular imagination. Learn 
more about our Episodic, Producing and Fast Track grants, as well as our Distribution Grant.   

https://creative-capital.org/creative-capital-award/
https://www.femmefrontera.org/eplc
https://www.femmefrontera.org/screenwriting-grant
https://www.femmefrontera.org/screenwriting-grant
https://sloan.org/grants/apply
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/grants-and-awards/alfred-p-sloan-foundation-grants/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/grants-and-awards/sloan-distribution-grant/
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Film Independent Fellowships 
Amplifier Fellowship 
The Amplifier Fellowship, supported by founding sponsor Netflix, provides a $30,000 unrestricted 
grant to six Black artists, plus additional year-round support. Applicants must identify as Black or 
African American; be an alum of Film Independent’s Project Involve or Artist 
Development program(s), or a past Spirit Awards nominee, or be nominated by a colleague arts 
organization; be a writer, director or producer; and apply with a current project in development 
(feature or episodic, fiction or nonfiction). 

Cayton-Goldrich Family Foundation Fellowship 
The Cayton-Goldrich Family Foundation Fellowships provide $10,000 grants to two (2) Jewish 
filmmakers who are accepted into Film Independent’s Artist Development programs. 

The Climate Entertainment Development Grant 
The Climate Entertainment Initiative will award a $25,000 development grant to a filmmaker who 
is accepted into Film Independent’s Screenwriting Lab or Fast Track with a climate-focused 
fiction feature. 

Imaginar Producers Residency 
The Imaginar Producers Residency, made possible by The Walt Disney Company and Searchlight 
Pictures, and in collaboration with NALIP, supports three Latinx producers over a nine-month 
period, with each Fellow receiving a $50,000 grant and professional mentorship to further their 
projects and careers. 

MPAC® Hollywood Bureau Fellowship 
The MPAC® Hollywood Bureau Fellowships provide $10,000 grants to two (2) filmmakers that 
identify as American-Muslim who are accepted into Film Independent’s Artist Development 
programs. 

Sony Music Vision Fellowship 
The Sony Music Vision Fellowships provide $10,000 grants to two (2) filmmakers with projects 
that demonstrate a significant music component and/or innovative approach to audio and sound 
who are accepted into Film Independent’s Artist Development programs. 

Film Independent Project Involve Fellowships 
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/grants-and-awards/  
The following Fellowships are available to select Fellows who participate in our signature 
program, Project Involve, which offers career opportunities to filmmakers from communities 
typically underrepresented in film & entertainment. 

  

https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/artist-development/amplifier-fellowship/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/project-involve/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/artist-development/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/artist-development/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/grants-and-awards/the-climate-entertainment-initiative/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/artist-development/imaginar-producers-residency/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/grants-and-awards/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/grants-and-awards/
https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/project-involve/
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Amazon MGM Studios Film Fellowship 
The Amazon MGM Studios Film Fellowship provides a $10,000 grant to a visionary filmmaker in 
Project Involve. 

The Climate Entertainment Commissioning Grant 
The Climate Entertainment Initiative will award a $25,000 commissioning grant to a screenwriter 
accepted into Project Involve, to write a new climate-focused fiction feature script. 

LAIKA Animation Track 
The LAIKA Animation Track in Project Involve provides a production grant to five filmmakers to 
create a stop-motion animated short film during a two-year period. Additionally, each of the five 
LAIKA Animation Fellows will receive a cash stipend in recognition of their commitment to the 
program. 

Panavision Fellowship 
The Panavision Fellowship provides an outstanding cinematographer in Project Involve with a 
camera rental package valued at $60,000 for use on a future project produced in the US. 

Sony Pictures Entertainment Fellowship 
The Sony Pictures Entertainment Fellowship provides a $10,000 grant to an outstanding 
filmmaker in Project Involve. 

https://www.filmindependent.org/programs/grants-and-awards/the-climate-entertainment-initiative/
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Frameline Film Completion Fund  
https://www.frameline.org/completionfund  
The Frameline Completion Fund provides grants to both emerging and established filmmakers. 
This program seeks to provide a much-needed source of financial contributions to artists who are 
struggling to secure funding to complete their works. Grants up to $5,000 are available for the 
completion of films that represent and reflect LGBTQ+ life in all its complexity and richness. Since 
1991, Frameline has awarded $717,500 to 203 projects through the Completion Fund.  

From the Heart Productions Roy W. Dean Grant  
https://fromtheheartproductions.com/how-to-apply-for-grants/  
The Roy W. Dean Film Grant funds short films, documentaries, and independent features, and 
web series that are budgeted under $500,000. They must be films that are unique and contribute 
to society. We fund compelling stories about little known subjects, historical films, and films that 
touch hearts. We like films that expose, and bring, important information to light; as well as films 
about little known people when there is a good story. We are storytellers, and that is the main 
criteria for entering and winning our grants; stories that can change, heal, and enrich, our lives.  

Loreen Arbus Disability Awareness Grant  
https://www.nywift.org/fund-for-women-filmmakers/the-loreen-arbus-disability-awareness-grant  
Through the generosity of Loreen Arbus, New York Women in Film & Television has established 
the Loreen Arbus Disability Awareness Grant. The film completion grant for $6,500 will be 
awarded to a woman filmmaker for a film on physical or developmental disability issues. 
Directors and producers are eligible to apply. Films may be of any length or genre. Films must 
have completed principal photography to be eligible. The Grant will be awarded to help a film in 
the postproduction phase. Distributed films are ineligible. Filmmakers must be US-based. 

Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation Grants for Artists  
https://www.midatlanticarts.org/grants-programs/grants-for-artists/#usartists-international  
Mid Atlantic Arts is committed to the development and expansion of both the careers and artistic 
goals of U.S. performers by providing connections to audiences, presenters, curators, and their 
peers through the USAI program. By elevating the voices that reflect a vibrant array of creative 
expression, we are able to celebrate and share the diversity and imagination of the United States. 

Grant support range: Grants of up to $11,000 toward eligible expenses. Grants require a one-to-
one cost share (or match).  

National Endowment for the Arts: Film & Media Arts Grant  
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects 
The NEA is committed to supporting excellent arts projects for the benefit of all Americans. 
Activities funded through Grants for Arts Projects (GAP) enable Americans throughout the nation 
to experience the arts, foster and celebrate America’s artistic heritage and cultural legacy, and 
benefit from arts education at all stages of life. We also support arts and health programs, 

https://www.frameline.org/completionfund
https://www.frameline.org/completionfund
https://fromtheheartproductions.com/how-to-apply-for-grants/
https://fromtheheartproductions.com/how-to-apply-for-grants/
https://www.nywift.org/fund-for-women-filmmakers/the-loreen-arbus-disability-awareness-grant
https://www.nywift.org/fund-for-women-filmmakers/the-loreen-arbus-disability-awareness-grant
https://www.midatlanticarts.org/grants-programs/grants-for-artists/#usartists-international
https://www.midatlanticarts.org/grants-programs/grants-for-artists/%23usartists-international
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects
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including creative arts therapies, that advance the well-being of people and communities. We 
strongly encourage applications for arts projects that focus on one or more agency funding 
priorities. We welcome applications from first-time and returning applicants; from organizations 
serving rural, urban, suburban, and tribal communities of all sizes; and from organizations with 
small, medium, or large operating budgets. 

We fund arts projects in the following disciplines: Arts Education, Challenge America, Dance, 
Design & Our Town, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Local Arts Agencies, Museums, Music, 
Opera, Presenting & Multidisciplinary Works, Theater & Musical Theater, and Visual & Media Arts. 

Funding Level 

• Challenge America applicants may only request $10,000. Applications submitted to 
Challenge America for an amount higher than $10,000 will be marked ineligible. 

• Other GAP applicants may request from $10,000 to $100,000. 

• Eligible applicants for Local Arts Agencies subgranting projects may request from 
$30,000 to $150,000. See the Local Arts Agencies Application Instructions below for 
more information on subgranting eligibility. 

1:1 Cost share required. Sources may include both cash and in-kind. 

Pacific Islanders in Communication  
Shorts Fund  
https://www.piccom.org/pages/shorts-fund  
PIC provides funding of up to $25,000 for the completion of fiction and nonfiction short films of 
untold stories and fresh perspectives on the indigenous Pacific Islander experience. Our Shorts 
Fund selects projects for public media digital distribution and television broadcast.   

Media Fund 
https://www.piccom.org/pages/media-fund 
The Media Fund is PIC's longest standing funding initiative, which provides funds for single non-
fiction projects of half an hour or an hour in length about the indigenous Pacific Islander 
experience for two critical phases of production: Production and Post-production. Projects 
applying to the Media Fund must be intended for national public television broadcast and 
therefore must be able to enter into a production agreement - this is not your typical grant. 

https://www.arts.gov/grants/priorities
https://www.arts.gov/grants/priorities
https://www.piccom.org/pages/shorts-fund
https://www.piccom.org/pages/shorts-fund
https://www.piccom.org/pages/media-fund


11  
Film, TV & Screenwriting Grants 

Updated: 2026.06.22 
 

Texas Film Commission • Office of the Governor • texasfilmcommission.com  
This list is a selection of grants & fellowships offered; it is not a comprehensive list of all available.   

  

Panavision Camera Equipment Grant  
https://www.panavision.com/resources/new-filmmaker-program/equipment-grant  
The Panavision New Filmmaker Program equipment grant provides the use of Panavision film or 
digital camera packages to aspiring filmmakers at little to no cost, subject to availability. 
Available in the U.S. and Canada. 

SFFILM Rainin Grant  
https://sffilm.org/rainin-grant/  
The SFFILM Rainin Grant program is the largest granting body for independent narrative feature 
films in the US. Grants support films that address social justice issues—the distribution of 
wealth, opportunities, and privileges—in a positive and meaningful way through plot, character, 
theme, or setting and benefit the Bay Area filmmaking community in a professional and economic 
capacity. 

Awards are made to 15-20 projects once a year in the fall, for screenwriting, development, or 
post-production. In addition to a cash grant of up to $25,000, recipients receive access to the 
FilmHouse (located in SOMA in San Francisco) and benefit from SFFILM’s comprehensive and 
dynamic artist development programs.  

Current SFFILM Rainin Grants are as follows: 

• Screenwriting Grant: These grants are open to filmmakers anywhere in the US, as well as 
internationally, and are up to $25,000. The funds allow filmmakers to devote dedicated 
time to furthering their work, and the grant includes a FilmHouse residency in the Bay 
Area to further develop the screenplay, and have access to both peer and established 
mentorship engagement. 

• Development Grant: These grants are up to $25,000 for producers of narrative features 
tackling social justice issues who demonstrate a need to engage with the Bay Area to 
develop and package their films. The grant includes a FilmHouse residency with peer and 
established mentorship engagement. Successful projects will be at a stage to pursue 
financing, casting, location scouting, and/or other key activities to package the film 
before production. Major screenwriting work should be complete by this stage. 

• Post-production Grant: These grants are up to $25,000 for filmmaking teams of a 
narrative feature. Projects should have significant creative work remaining in the editorial 
process or have a specific need related to sound or color in post-production. There is no 
Bay Area residency commitment required for this stage. 

https://www.panavision.com/resources/new-filmmaker-program/equipment-grant
https://www.panavision.com/resources/new-filmmaker-program/equipment-grant
https://sffilm.org/rainin-grant/
https://sffilm.org/rainin-grant/
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The Film Fund  
https://www.thefilmfund.co/contests/#.Y_aH2nbMJaQ  
Craft and submit one sentence with a compelling premise that also conveys why you need this 
funding to achieve your vision. Funding up to $10,000 available for various categories and genres.  

Vision Maker- Native Youth Media Project  
https://visionmakermedia.org/fund-your-film/  
The call for Native Youth Media Project partners is directed towards existing Native youth 
programs of 2-years or more, working with youth ages 13-21 years, in Native organizations and 
communities. The partnership is 100% collaborative where the partner has autonomy and 
oversight on the progress of the project, while Vision Maker Media contributes resources from our 
network of film and media makers. Vision Maker Media will collaborate with the community or 
organization on the training structure that works best for media development within the 
community and the existing youth program. Vison Maker Media’s Native Youth Media Project will 
engage Native youth to build skills towards story development for film and media. The intended 
outcome for the Native Youth Media Project is to produce a video piece around topics such as 
health & wellness, science, climate & environment, education, art, culture, history, language, and 
empowerment; and then the videos are shared in a community engagement that is determined by 
the partner organization. 

Vision Maker Media is accepting applications with up to $25,000.00 in funding support from 
Vision Maker Media for existing Native American youth programs. Each applicant must carry in 
their budget matching funds equal to or above the amount being applied for from Vision Maker 
Media. These matching funds can be monetary or non-monetary donations in-kind, but a dollar 
amount must be assigned and reflected in the submitted budget proposal. Vision Maker Media 
will review each applicant’s budget and determine what amount of support we will provide. 
Included in this cost is Vision Maker Media’s support of a media mentor from our talent pool of 
Native American public media producers located, as best as possible, within the vicinity of the 
partner’s geographic location/region. 

  

 

 

  

https://www.thefilmfund.co/contests/#.Y_aH2nbMJaQ
https://www.thefilmfund.co/contests/#.Y_aH2nbMJaQ
https://visionmakermedia.org/fund-your-film/
https://visionmakermedia.org/public-media-fund/
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U.S. DOCUMENTARY 

Catapult Film Fund  
http://catapultfilmfund.org/  
Catapult Research Grant 
Launched in 2020, the Catapult Research Grant expands upon our mission to provide early 
support to nonfiction filmmakers and films. This intensive program offers grants of $10,000 USD 
and dedicated mentorship to U.S.-based filmmakers in the early conception phase of a 
documentary feature or short. We do not support docuseries at this time.  

Our latest program seeks to address filmmaker sustainability and diversity in the field, with a 
focus on artists from systemically marginalized communities. In 2026, we will support filmmakers 
who share a desire to deepen their craft and an ongoing commitment to the art of nonfiction 
storytelling. The grant can be used for a variety of needs for developing new nonfiction film ideas 
including: research, writing, travel, crew, identifying and gaining access to protagonists, and any 
preliminary production costs associated with shaping the artistic vision or capturing early 
footage. 

Development Grant 
Launched in 2010, the Catapult Development Fund provides early-stage support to documentary 
filmmakers when funding is hardest to find. Catapult has two funding cycles per year, with 
application deadlines in the winter and summer. In 2026, we will offer fifteen (15) grants of up to 
$25,000 USD to filmmakers in development with a documentary feature or short. We do not 
support docuseries at this time.  

Our flagship program is geared toward independent filmmakers who have a strong story to tell, 
have secured access, and are ready to unlock critical production funding. This grant can be used 
for a variety of development needs and must result in the creation of a fundraising piece as the 
final deliverable. We prioritize artful, moving storytelling and are not tied to any specific social 
issue agenda. 

Center for Asian American Media Building Bridges Documentary Fund 
https://caamedia.org/for-makers/building-bridges-documentary-fund/ 
The Building Bridges Documentary Fund provides funding for independent documentary projects 
about the Muslim experience in the United States. The Fund’s goal is to support filmmakers and 
works that contribute to a fuller spectrum of narratives on the U.S. Muslim experience. 

We encourage filmmakers at all levels – emerging, mid-career or veteran–to apply with projects 
that are feature-length (60 minutes and over), shorts (40 minutes and under), and episodic series. 
We fund the following project phases with the stated range of possible funding:  

1. Research & Development ($10K to $25K) 

http://catapultfilmfund.org/
http://catapultfilmfund.org/
https://caamedia.org/for-makers/building-bridges-documentary-fund/
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2. Production ($50K to $100K) 

3. Post-production ($50K to $100K)  

Chicken & Egg Films 
https://chickeneggfilms.org/programs  
(Egg)celerator Lab 

• Founded in 2016, this program supports nonfiction filmmakers or filmmaking teams 
working on their first or second feature-length documentary. 

• In this year-long program, 9 filmmakers will receive: 
• $40,000 USD in grant funding for the production of their feature-length film 
• Mentorship with Chicken & Egg Films team members 
• Two creative retreats focused on career building and creative development 
• Travel stipend for director and producer upon acceptance to a forum or market during 

program year 
• Tailored industry meetings and funder connections 
• Peer support from their cohort 

Research & Development Grant 
Now in its fourth year, the Research & Development Grant supports filmmakers from around the 
world who have directed at least one feature-length documentary and are in the research & 
development stage of their next feature-length film. 

With continued grant-making support by Netflix, the Research & Development Grant supports 
directors to ideate and plan for their next feature-length film. Many filmmakers invest their 
personal resources into their films and face funding challenges when entering into the research & 
development stages of new projects. It is hard to secure funding for a new project without 
significant sample material, yet producing material without external funding can be almost 
impossible. To address this challenge, the Research & Development Grant provides financial 
support to directors during a filmmaking stage that is too often unpaid and unsupported.  

A total of $450,000 USD will be awarded in the following grant amounts: 

• $10,000 USD grants for Research 

• $20,000 USD grants for Development 

The final number of Research Grants vs. Development Grants disbursed will be determined 
during the selection process, based on the characteristics and strength of the applicant pool for 
each category. 

The purpose of the Research & Development Grant is to support projects at the early stages of 
their lifecycle. If you have already raised a significant amount of capital (over 35% of your film’s 

https://chickeneggfilms.org/programs
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total budget) and have shot and/or edited a substantial amount of footage, you may not be 
competitive for this grant, unless you can demonstrate very specific needs for the project (such 
as previously overlooked research activity).  

Chicken & Egg Award 
The Chicken & Egg Award recognizes women and gender-expansive filmmakers at advanced 
stages in their careers who are poised to reach new heights in their creative and impact 
trajectories across the world. 

The award includes $75,000 in support: $25,000 toward the creation of a feature-length 
documentary currently in progress and $50,000 in unrestricted funding to support the 
filmmaker’s personal and professional growth throughout the year. 

From the Heart Productions Roy W. Dean Grant  
https://fromtheheartproductions.com/how-to-apply-for-grants/  
The Roy W. Dean Film Grant funds short films, documentaries, and independent features, and 
web series that are budgeted under $500,000. They must be films that are unique and contribute 
to society. We fund compelling stories about little known subjects, historical films, and films that 
touch hearts. We like films that expose, and bring, important information to light; as well as films 
about little known people when there is a good story. We are storytellers, and that is the main 
criteria for entering and winning our grants; stories that can change, heal, and enrich, our lives.  

IDA Pare Lorentz Documentary Fund  
https://www.documentary.org/parelorentz  
Made possible by the New York Community Trust, the International Documentary Association’s 
Pare Lorentz Documentary Fund supports feature-length documentary films that reflect the spirit 
and nature of Pare Lorentz's work, bringing to light and researching a social issue to inform 
democratic education. Pare Lorentz uses a creative and intentional visual style of storytelling to 
bring nuance into conversations that affect everyday people. 

The Pare Lorentz Documentary Fund began in 2011, making it the International Documentary 
Association’s oldest fund, and has granted $1,360,000 to 72 projects. The fund provides 
production and post-production grants to be used in the creation of original, independent 
documentary films that illuminate urgent issues. 

Japan Foundation New York Grant for Arts and Culture  
https://ny.jpf.go.jp/grants/grants/  
This program provides support to non-profit organizations in the U.S. that organize projects that 
will further the understanding of Japanese arts and culture within the 37 states east of the Rocky 
Mountains, plus Washington D.C. 

Successful projects generally take the form of performances, exhibitions, film screenings, and 
workshops. This grant also supports online projects related to Arts & Cultural Exchange such as 

https://fromtheheartproductions.com/how-to-apply-for-grants/
https://fromtheheartproductions.com/how-to-apply-for-grants/
https://www.documentary.org/parelorentz
https://www.documentary.org/parelorentz
https://www.nycommunitytrust.org/
https://ny.jpf.go.jp/grants/grants/
https://ny.jpf.go.jp/grants/grants/
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virtual exhibitions, virtual performances, film streaming, online conference as well as webinar. 
Priority will be given to those projects that have secured additional funding from sources other 
than the Japan Foundation, as well as projects that take place in areas where access to Japanese 
cultural events are relatively limited. Funding Maximum: $5,000 (average $2,000). 

Latino Public Broadcasting- Public Media Content Fund  
https://lpbp.org/public-media-content-fund-guidelines/  
The Public Media Content Fund (PMCF) is an open invitation to independent filmmakers to 
submit proposals for documentaries and limited series that meet LPB’s Content Priorities and are 
appropriate for distribution on national public television and its platforms. LPB is primarily 
interested in funding projects at the production and post-production stage. Requests for research 
and development (R&D) are not a priority. LPB funding ranges for each category as follows: 

Research and Development $10,000 – $20,000 
Research and Development: Funding to fully develop storylines, identify engaging characters, 
talent and complete a production proposal and budget. Eligible activities include: (i) research; (ii) 
clearance of life story rights or other rights necessary to initiate production; (iii) development of a 
script or treatment, including the hiring of writers; (iv) preliminary filming, if necessary, prior to the 
commencement of principal photography; (v) completion of a production proposal, budget and 
sample reel. 

Production $40,000 – $100,000  
Production: Funding to film and produce a program. Eligible activities include: (i) principal 
photography (including all production activities, hiring of crew, talent, clearance of rights for 
public media use; (ii) post-production. 

Post-Production $25,000 – $100,000 
Post-Production: Funding to complete a program already in progress. Eligible activities include: (i) 
post-production (including editing and completion); (ii) clearance of rights required for public 
media distribution. 

Loreen Arbus Disability Awareness Grant  
https://www.nywift.org/fund-for-women-filmmakers/the-loreen-arbus-disability-awareness-grant 
Through the generosity of Loreen Arbus, New York Women in Film & Television has established 
the Loreen Arbus Disability Awareness Grant. The film completion grant for $6,500 will be 
awarded to a woman filmmaker for a film on physical or developmental disability issues. 
Directors and producers are eligible to apply. Films may be of any length or genre. Films must 
have completed principal photography to be eligible. The Grant will be awarded to help a film in 
the postproduction phase. Distributed films are ineligible. Filmmakers must be US-based.  

  

https://lpbp.org/public-media-content-fund-guidelines/
https://lpbp.org/public-media-content-fund-guidelines/
https://www.nywift.org/fund-for-women-filmmakers/the-loreen-arbus-disability-awareness-grant
https://www.nywift.org/fund-for-women-filmmakers/the-loreen-arbus-disability-awareness-grant
https://www.nywift.org/fund-for-women-filmmakers/the-loreen-arbus-disability-awareness-grant
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MountainFilm Commitment Grants  
https://www.mountainfilm.org/mountainfilm-initiatives/commitment-grants/  
Mountainfilm is committed to supporting documentary filmmakers in telling stories that support 
our mission to inspire audiences to create a better world. We seek nonfiction stories celebrating 
adventure, activism, social justice, culture, environment and indomitable spirit. The Commitment 
Grants are focused on supporting documentary filmmakers in the post-production stages. 
Mountainfilm promotes and encourages diversity behind the camera. We welcome applicants 
from any country. 

Funding for this program is provided by Mountainfilm’s Filmmaker Fund, the Borsecnik/Weil 
Family, the Larry Hopkins Fund, TranSending7 and Jess Stevens and Stephen Pollard in honor of 
the life of Isabella de la Houssaye. 

Awards and Prizes 

Awards will range from $3,000 to $6,000. 

National Endowment for the Arts - Film & Media Arts Grant  
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects  
The NEA is committed to supporting excellent arts projects for the benefit of all Americans. 
Activities funded through Grants for Arts Projects (GAP) enable Americans throughout the nation 
to experience the arts, foster and celebrate America’s artistic heritage and cultural legacy, and 
benefit from arts education at all stages of life. We also support arts and health programs, 
including creative arts therapies, that advance the well-being of people and communities. We 
strongly encourage applications for arts projects that focus on one or more agency funding 
priorities. We welcome applications from first-time and returning applicants; from organizations 
serving rural, urban, suburban, and tribal communities of all sizes; and from organizations with 
small, medium, or large operating budgets. 

We fund arts projects in the following disciplines: Arts Education, Challenge America, Dance, 
Design & Our Town, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Local Arts Agencies, Museums, Music, 
Opera, Presenting & Multidisciplinary Works, Theater & Musical Theater, and Visual & Media Arts. 

Funding level 

• Challenge America applicants may only request $10,000. Applications submitted to 
Challenge America for an amount higher than $10,000 will be marked ineligible. 

• Other GAP applicants may request from $10,000 to $100,000. 

• Eligible applicants for Local Arts Agencies subgranting projects may request from 
$30,000 to $150,000. See the Local Arts Agencies Application Instructions below for 
more information on subgranting eligibility. 

https://www.mountainfilm.org/mountainfilm-initiatives/commitment-grants/
https://www.mountainfilm.org/mountainfilm-initiatives/commitment-grants/
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects
https://www.arts.gov/grants/priorities
https://www.arts.gov/grants/priorities
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National Endowment for the Humanities- Media Projects 
https://www.neh.gov/program/media-projects  
Maximum award amount 

$75,000 for Development, $700,000 for Production 

Expected Output 

Film/TV/Video; Online Video; Podcast; Radio Broadcast 

Period of performance 

Development: 6-12 months, Production: 1-3 years  

Pacific Islanders in Communication  
Shorts Fund  
https://www.piccom.org/pages/shorts-fund  
PIC provides funding of up to $25,000 for the completion of fiction and nonfiction short films of 
untold stories and fresh perspectives on the indigenous Pacific Islander experience. Our Shorts 
Fund selects projects for public media digital distribution and television broadcast.   

Media Fund 
https://www.piccom.org/pages/media-fund 
The Media Fund is PIC's longest standing funding initiative, which provides funds for single non-
fiction projects of half an hour or an hour in length about the indigenous Pacific Islander 
experience for two critical phases of production: Production and Post-production. Projects 
applying to the Media Fund must be intended for national public television broadcast and 
therefore must be able to enter into a production agreement - this is not your typical grant. 

PBS POV Call for Entries  
https://filmfreeway.com/POVCallforEntries 
https://www.pbs.org/about/producing-pbs/open-call/  
To further amplify the voices of emerging and diverse/BIPOC content creators across public 
media, PBS has issued an open call for proposals to support long and short form documentaries 
produced and created by diverse/BIPOC filmmakers that explore a broad range and collection of 
experiences, perspectives, and points of view. Proposals may be submitted across a range of 
genres/themes that resonate with a U.S. audience, including (but not limited to) personal history, 
arts, culture, science, and democracy/civics.  

Originality, creativity, engaging storytelling, and an ability to reach the intended audience are 
encouraged. We welcome innovative approaches and invite you to include animation, found 
footage, or personal audio/visual material.  

https://www.neh.gov/program/media-projects
https://www.neh.gov/program/media-projects
https://www.piccom.org/pages/shorts-fund
https://www.piccom.org/pages/shorts-fund
https://www.piccom.org/pages/media-fund
https://filmfreeway.com/POVCallforEntries
https://www.pbs.org/about/producing-pbs/open-call/
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Projects must be in the production stage or near completion and are subject to PBS editorial 
criteria. All submissions will be reviewed by a group of editorial executives, public media 
professionals, and filmmakers. Funding recipients will be selected based on editorial merit. PBS 
will make the final determination on the specific funding amount based on production status of 
each project.  

Projects receiving PBS funding will be eligible for distribution across select PBS platforms (linear 
or digital), which will be determined at PBS’s discretion. 

Broadcast Long Form 

• 30, 60, or 90 minutes 
• Eligible for up to $50,000 

Digital Short Form 

• 8-25 minutes 
• Eligible up to $15,000  

SFFILM Documentary Film Fund  
https://sffilm.org/documentary-film-fund/  
The SFFILM Documentary Film Fund (DFF) supports engaging documentaries in post-production 
which exhibit compelling stories, intriguing characters, and an original, innovative visual 
approach. Since its launch in 2011, the SFFILM Documentary Film Fund has distributed more 
than $900,000 to advance new work by filmmakers nationwide. DFF grants are awarded once 
each year to documentary feature projects and are open to filmmakers internationally. The 
Documentary Film Fund grants its support to approximately 3–4 projects each year with grants of 
$10,000–$20,000. As with all SFFILM grants, in addition to the cash awards, recipients will gain 
access to numerous benefits through the comprehensive and dynamic SFFILM Makers artist 
development program.  

Sundance Institute Support for Independent Storytellers  
https://www.sundance.org/apply  
The Sundance Institute’s artist programs provide dynamic support at every step of the creative 
journey for individuals with distinct voices in film and episodic storytelling. Each program 
consists of labs, grants, intensives, sessions, and ongoing resources for artists to nurture their 
projects and sustain their careers. Through year-round activities, we provide the space for artists 
to create and share their stories with the world. Since our inception, the Institute’s programs have 
supported more than 11,000 artists and fostered a community for independent storytellers to 
learn, grow, connect, and give back. At the Institute’s core is a commitment to champion the 
creation of unique work by individual storytellers. Through open applications and by invitation, we 

https://sffilm.org/documentary-film-fund/
https://sffilm.org/documentary-film-fund/
https://www.sundance.org/apply
https://www.sundance.org/apply
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offer labs, grants, intensives, mentorships with accomplished professionals, and ongoing support 
to advance the development, production, and completion of independent work.  

Tribeca Film Institute Filmmaker Programs  
https://www.tfiny.org/program/filmmaker  
Tribeca Film Institute provides funding, mentorship, and networking opportunities for entry-to-
mid level filmmakers. There are programs for scripted, documentary, and interactive projects of 
various lengths. 

https://www.tfiny.org/program/filmmaker
https://www.tfiny.org/program/filmmaker

	Filmmakers wishing to be considered for this fund must provide proof of residency in the North Texas region. For the purposes of this grant, AFS considers the North Texas boundary to be the area that is both north of Waco and east of Abilene. If you h...
	All other eligibility and application requirements for the AFS Grant must be met.
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	Frameline Film Completion Fund  https://www.frameline.org/completionfund  The Frameline Completion Fund provides grants to both emerging and established filmmakers. This program seeks to provide a much-needed source of financial contributions to artis...
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