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South Texas Counties

South Texas

Aransas Atascosa Bandera Bee Bexar Brooks Calhoun Cameron

Comal DeWitt Dimmit Duval Edwards Frio Goliad Gonzales

Guadalupe Hidalgo Jackson Jim Hogg Jim Wells Karnes Kendall Kenedy

Kerr Kinney Kleberg La Salle Lavaca Live Oak Maverick McMullen

Medina Nueces Real Refugio San Patricio Starr Uvalde Val Verde

Victoria Webb Willacy Wilson Zapata Zavala

South Texas Fast Facts

About the South Texas Region
Comprising much of the Texas–Mexico border and running along the Gulf Coast, the South Texas region covers nearly 
52,000 square miles and encompasses the San Antonio, McAllen–Edinburg–Mission, Corpus Christi, Brownsville–Harlingen, 
Laredo, and Victoria metropolitan areas. The region’s wide reach gives it one of the most diverse geographies of any region, 
spanning from the sun-kissed desert in the west to the lush greenery of the Hill Country and the sandy beaches of the coast.

The South Texas region’s proximity to the U.S.–Mexico border, along with its multiple ports in the Gulf, makes it a major hub 
for international trade; it serves as a gateway to Texas and North America for goods coming in by road, rail, and sea. It also 
serves as home to San Antonio, the third-largest city in Texas and a major hub for the defense industry. The region is also a 
popular tourist destination, with attractions such as the Alamo — one of Texas’ most famous historical landmarks — and the 
beaches along the coast. 

South Texas’ workforce is as diverse as its economy, with jobs in computer and mathematics; transportation and material moving; 
arts, design, and media; and life science all growing at a faster rate than overall state job growth within the same occupations. The 
region is served by The University of Texas at San Antonio and The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, among other higher 
education institutions.
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18%
Share of Texas Population 

(2021)

13%
Share of Texas GDP 

(2021)

11%
Share of Texas Foreign Exports 

(2021)

16%
Share of Texas Employment 

(2021)

11%
Total Population Growth 

(2011–21) 

24%
Total GDP Growth

(2011–21)

28%
Total Foreign Export Growth

(2011–21)

16%
Total Employment Growth

(2011–21)

Population Industry Exports Workforce

REGIONAL Profile

Quantitative and qualitative research was performed May 2023 through May 2024; data cited reflects the then-most current and/or granular information for the time periods noted. 

Data Sources: IMPLAN, Data Library, Texas, (2011-21); Guidehouse Analysis.
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South Texas

Business and Industry

Workforce

Top Occupations by LQ 
(2021)

LQ 
(2021)

Emp. 
(2021)

Preschool, Elementary, Middle, 
Secondary, and Special Education 
Teachers

1.53 84,370

Other Educational Instruction and 
Library Occupations

1.37 31,110

Other Teachers and Instructors 1.21 16,980

Vehicle and Mobile Equipment 
Mechanics, Installers, and Repairers

1.10 28,510

Retail Sales Workers 1.08 114,050

Regional Opportunities

Export Growth
South Texas’ growth in foreign exports outpaced overall GDP growth 
from 2011–21, indicating an increase in exports from industries such 
as petroleum, oil and gas, and chemicals and plastics.

Natural Resources
South Texas shows strength in natural resource-related industries 
that support the statewide economy, including petroleum refining, 
mining, and oil and gas.

Connectivity with Mexico
The region’s location enables economic interconnectivity with 
Mexico. Industries leverage the strengths of South Texas and 
Northern Mexico to grow supply chains and workforce pipelines. 

Given South Texas’ proximity to the U.S.-Mexico border and 
strength in exporting industries, the region has an opportunity 
to target growth in a diversity of export-driven sectors and 
advance the state’s international competitiveness.

In addition to capitalizing on these strengths, South Texas 
can catalyze growing, tech-enabled industries such as 
automotive manufacturing and medical devices.

South Texas can capitalize on the interconnectivity of supply 
chains and labor markets to catalyze growth of emerging 
industries like automotive manufacturing through efforts such 
as the Texas-Mexico Automotive SuperCluster. 

Top Industry Clusters by 
LQ (2021)

LQ 
(2021)

Emp. 
(2021)

GDP 
(2021)

Petroleum Refining 4.06 3,420 $4,585M

Fishing and Fishing Products 4.06 6,430 $381M

Nonmetal Mining 2.05 3,540 $1,282M

Oil and Gas Production and 
Transportation

1.88 64,180 $15,733M

Water Transportation 1.61 20,630 $1,180M

Top Industry Clusters by 
Emp. Growth (2015-21)

Emp.  Growth 
(2015-21)

Emp. 
(2021)

GDP 
(2021)

Automotive 93% 11,470 $6,027M

Fishing and Fishing 
Products

67% 6,430 $381M

Transportation 
Manufacturing

58% 13,380 $6,250M

Furniture 50% 2,920 $185M

Medical Devices 46% 1,410 $203M

Top Occupations by Emp. Growth 
(2018-21)

Emp. Growth 
(2018-21)

Emp. 
(2021)

Material Moving Workers 47% 95,480

Top Executives 34% 44,910

Business Operations Specialists 27% 82,780

Operations Specialties Managers 17% 25,400

Other Management Occupations 12% 41,540

Note: Industry clusters consisting of less than 0.1% of total regional employment are not shown in tables.

Strengths Opportunities

Note: Occupations that predominately serve the local community and occupations consisting of less than 0.5% of total regional employment not shown in tables.

REGIONAL Detail

Quantitative and qualitative research was performed May 2023 through May 2024; data cited reflects the then-most current and/or granular information for the time periods noted. 

Data Sources: IMPLAN, Data Library, Texas, (2011-21); Guidehouse Analysis.




