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MOU between TEA, HHSC and TSD

Memorandum of Understanding

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/mou-contract-4220.pdf


Texas Student Data System as the 
“Special Education Language 
Acquisition (SELA) data collection
 28 data elements identified
 19 data elements were already 

being collected for student 
demographic and enrollment 
reporting
 9 data elements were created to 

satisfy the requirements for HB 
548

9 data elements 
implemented:
 Student’s preferred home 

communication method
 Language acquisition 

services
 Hearing amplification 

devices
 Assessment information

Data Elements



 Funds appropriated for the 
implementation of HB 548 
has been applied to the 
building of new data 
elements within TSDS and 
creating the SELA data 
collection.
 Funds continue to be used 

for a .5 FTE to monitor and 
maintain the TSDS SELA 
data collection.

Fiscal Note and Appropriation



 Published assessments are 
trained by the publisher.
 A list of assessments can be 

found on TEA sensory 
impairment webpage.

Training

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/tea_list_of_assessments_hb548_updated.pdf


MacArthur Communication 
Inventory for ASL (ASL-CDI)
 Sign language adaptation of 

MacArthur Bates 
Communicative 
Development Inventory
 Assessment of early 

vocabulary knowledge in 
children learning ASL
 Assessment given online

Ages: 8 months – 5 years

Visual Communication and 
Sign Language Checklist 
(VCSL)
 Standardized assessment to 

track visual communication 
and visual language 
milestones in children
 Normed on DHH children 

who are acquiring visual 
language

Ages: birth – 5 years 

Language Assessments in ASL

Article on procedures used to develop ASL-CDI 2.0

https://link.springer.com/article/10.3758/s13428-020-01376-6


Language Assessment Committee

Team of experts on 
Deaf Education and 

language assessments

Meet twice a year to 
evaluate the approved 
assessments list and 

review SELA data



Data 
Collection



“It is critical that the language acquisition of 
children who are deaf or hard of hearing is 
closely monitored from birth through age eight 
to enable the use of timely interventions that 
support age-appropriate language skills.” 

Tex. H.B. 548, 86th Leg., R.S. (2019)

Data Collection



• 3,227 students reported in TSDS 
SELA core collection

DHH & DB ages 
0-8

• Parents of 2,771 students gave 
consent for HB 548 assessment

Parental consent 
obtained

• 2,586 students’ results were 
reported for 2020-2021 school yearResults reported

Annual Statewide Report



68%

31%

1%

Statewide Language Acquisition Results for DHH 
and DB Students

Below Expectations Met or Exceeded Expectations No Results

2020-2021 Statewide Results
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Assessment Results by Assessment Type

Proficiency Diagnostic Achievement

Assessment Results



Annual Statewide Report on Language 
Acquisition for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
and Deafblind Students 0-8 Years of Age 
(August 2021)

HB 548-Language Acquisition for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Students 0-8 Years 
of Age (December 2020)

TEA Sensory Impairment State Guidance

Resources

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/hb548-2021.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/HB_548_December_2020_report.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/programs-and-services/sensory-impairments#State_Guidance


Emily Robinson, DHH Program 
Administrator 
emily.robinson@tea.texas.gov

mailto:emily.robinson@tea.texas.gov
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