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Together, we are
committed to high
expectations and strong
systems that achieve

equitable outcomes for
students in special
populations.




Agenda

= Students with Disability —
Update on Data

= Special Education Updates
= Supplemental Special

Education Services (SSES)
Program Updates




Students with Disabilities
Data Updates




Special Education Evaluations Serve as a Leading Indicator for Total Special
Education Representation

The decline in 2019-20 evaluations may be at least partially the
result of COVID school closures in March 2020.
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Texas has shown the biggest increase in serving students with disabilities in the past 3 years.
State comparison for states > 275,000 SPED Child Count under IDEA
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There has been an almost 1 billion dollar increase in Special Education Spending.

27% increase in Special Education Funding in four years.

$4.01B $4.05B

$3.57B

$3.26B

$3.028B $3.10B
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Students identified with dyslexia continues to increase.

In the last 7 years, there has been a 121% growth in students identified.
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Special Education Updates




Dyslexia Handbook — Updates

= September 3, 2021, Texas SBoE approved changes to the Texas Dyslexia

Handbook
= Created a single pathway to identification, through IDEA, Child Find —
— this will help to reduce confusion in LEAs regarding their Child Find
DYSLEXIA responsibilities for students suspected of having dyslexia
HANDBOOKJI . . . . .
Updated 2021 = Streamlined the screening process to align more with nationally

accepted norms for universal screenings

= Although the changes have been approved, they won’t go into effect until
20 days after the new version of the handbook is posted in the Texas

Register. We anticipate that posting to happen toward the end of 2021.

" For more details, please see Texas Dyslexia Handbook Update.



https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/the_dyslexia_handbook_updates_2021.pdf

Fall 2021 OSEP Update

November AugUSt 27' September 28’ — ..................
2020 ‘ 5021 ‘ 5021 October 1, 2021

TEA submitted After a request from TEA submitted the OSEP responded on October 1 stating

clarification to . | TEA, OSEP asked TEA requested that since the SBoE changes to the
OSEP for additional . documentation as . i Dyslexia Handbook were not yet in place,
- i documentation, and ! well a plan for . i OSEP was imposing “Special Conditions”

to complete new . completing the newly . © on the 21-22 IDEA B grant. These “Special
activities, as a follow . requested activities Conditions” require bi-monthly reporting
up to what TEA had . by OSEPimposed  ii  to OSEP through June of 2022 on the
submitted. deadline. . i status of TEAs communications, technical
. assistance, and monitoring activities
related to the changes in the SBoE
Dyslexia Handbook.
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Supplemental Special
Education Services — SSES

UPDATES — OCTOBER 2021




SSES Overview

What is SSES?

What your family can purchase:

The SSES gives a 51,500 one-time grant to
families of students served by special education
who are enrolled in a Texas public school.
Families can use this money to purchase
educational goods and services for their student.

With SSES accounts, families are able to purchase
educational goods and services from the SSES

marketplace.
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SSES Overview

Who's Eligible?

When does this start?

The new eligibility criteria will begin on

NOVEMBER 1, 2021!

To be eligible for the SSES grant, student’s
must currently be:

= enrolled in a Texas public schoaol,
= enrolledin PreK - 12th grade, and

= astudent with a disability served
through Special Education.




Quick Facts:

Students with accounts +114,000 | Approved educational items

Therapy or tutoring services

Total family accounts ..
Y purchased/invoiced

+28,700 Approved educational orders Sensory items purchased

Data from Oct. 19, 2021




So... what’s new? Key items from rule making and SB 1716:

Slide 1 of 2

Part of Rule-Making: Old/Current way? After Rule is in place?

Eligibility Criteria

K-12t% grades, and it was for students with
significant cognitive disabilities.

Students had to take STAAR ALT 2 for grades 3-12t
and grades K-2, students had to have a classroom
setting paired with a disability to qualify.

On November 1, 2021, SSES expands to all students
with disabilities in Texas and to students in PK-12th
grades.

Students must be currently enrolled in a Texas
public school.

Awarding an ESC with an
operational and school
district support grant

TEA approves or denies each attempted purchase,
handles technical assistance, approves service
providers, and all things with the marketplace/
ClassWallet.

One ESC will receive the SSES grant to support the
SSES Program — once they receive the grant, they
will take over operational supports for the
marketplace.

30-Day Opt-In (Activation
Requirement)

We do not have this in place currently. We will do a
pilot “opt-in” during the month of October.

Parents must now login and sign the affidavit within
30-days. If they do not activate their account, their
funds may be reclaimed and redistributed. TEA will
have an appeals process for families that disagree
and didn’t opt-in in time.




Slide 2 of 2

So... what’s new? Key items from rule making and SB 1716:

Part of Rule-Making: Old/Current way? After Rule is in place?

Account spend down within ~ We have this in the affidavit, but no way of
6 months regulating this.

Parents must now begin spending money within 6
months. ClassWallet will assist with this
implementation. This language will also be in the
new parent affidavit.

LEAs notify eligible families ~ We sent LEAs a list of their eligible students — they

Now, LEAs MUST notify families of students served

of the program and where were not required to send/notify families. TEA in special education that they are eligible. TEA will

to apply created deliverables that LEA could use. provide sample letters, social media posts, and one-
pagers to assist LEAs in disseminating this
information.

ARD Committee Nothing in place currently. At the student’s NEXT ARD meeting - Do not have

involvement change an annual ARD meeting or do an

amendment ARD (this is why the rule above exists).

“Upon learning that the family has an SSES account,
they must provide: 1. information about types of
goods and services that are available to the family;
and 2. instructions and resources on accessing the
online accounts."



Managing family expectations...

As we expand SSES, there are a few things we want you to know and might be helpful to relay on to families with
accounts or that have previously applied.

= Right now, we won’t issue new accounts until January 2022. Funds from SB
1716 will not be able to be used until this time. Families will be notified of this. .

= Students who are in PreK, Kinder students who weren’t in public school for
PreK last year, new to Texas students, or students who were homeschooled or
in private school — these students are in a staging group until TEA receives Fall
Snapshot data in early 2022. Their spot is saved until we can confirm eligibility.

= QOrder approvals could take up to 30-days — we have a lot of families spending
their money and it is taking us a little longer to approve each order. ltems
ordered are also experiencing shipping delays and global supply chain issues.

= Thisis a first come, first serve grant. We only have 18,000 accounts and over
600,000 students qualify.



H e | pfu | FAQS i Additional FAQs can be found here:

bit.ly/SSESFAQs !

Can families get this grant more than once?
= No. This is a one-time grant. If families already have an account, they cannot receive another grant.

When is the application deadline?

= Thisis a first come, first serve grant. Once the 18,000 accounts have been awarded there will be a waitlist.
Encourage families to apply on November 1%t if they qualify.

How are ARD Committees involved?

=  ARD Committees will not have to schedule an ARD for this grant/program. Upon learning that the family has an
SSES account, they must provide:

= information about types of goods and services that are available to the family; and
= jnstructions and resources on accessing the online accounts.

How will the ESCs be involved?

= One ESC will receive the SSES grant. After rule making is complete — The ESC will take over all things with the
Marketplace.

What if a family already applied and now their student is eligible?
= There were approximately 5,000 students that we had already received their application prior to the expansion
and now qualify. On October 1%, these families received an email with their account information.



Helpful Resources

|
These resources are available to Videos: More videos for families coming soon.
the public on the SSES page under * Webinar for Parents - How to Apply: ENGLISH | SPANISH = General overview of marketplace
”Outreach Materials”: s SSESOvarview: ENGLISH | SPANISH and how to purchase goods.
. Family Testimonials = How to find and add a service
* | earning materials helped her child with his handwriting: ENGLISH VIDEO pro\”der
& Ape appropriate desk and learning space: EMGLISH VIDEO u FAQS for fam|||es

& El programa 55ES provee juegos educativos y terapia: SPANISH VIDEOQ

® E| programa 55E5 proporciona bienes sensoriales: SPANISZH VIDED

One Pagers: S

* What is SSES? ENGLISH SPANISH < One_pager for famllles In Other
languages.

# How to use ClassWallet - Step by Step Instructions: ENGLISH | SPAMISH

;ﬂ'@ SSES.TEA.TEXAS.GOV DA ssEsinfo@TEATEXAS.GOV




Questions?
Thank you!




Special Education Identification has Significantly Increased
Since 2013, Texas has seen 37.59% growth in the
number of special education students.

9.8%
8.9%

2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021

v

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. (2016). Digest of Education Statistics, 2015 (NCES 2016-014), Chapter 2. and http://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=64 (* represents not yet
published)
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https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d15/ch_2.asp

Special Education Identification has Significantly Increased
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https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d15/ch_2.asp

Students with disabilities still score below their same age peers.

All Grades — Approaches All Grades — Approaches All Grades — Approaches
All Subjects Reading Math

81% 82%

78% 79%
X 73% 72% 74% 75%

75% 75% 77% 76%

| 2016 || 2017 | | 2018 || 2019 | | 2016 || 2017 | | 2018 || 2019 | | 2016 || 2017 | | 2018 || 2019 |

. All Students . Students with Disabilities



Students with disabilities continue to graduate high school at lower rates than their peers.
Dropout rates for students with disabilities continues to be higher as well.

77.90% 77.90% 78.90%

Graduation Dropout Graduation Dropout Graduation Dropout
Rates Rates Rates Rates Rates Rates

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020

. All Students . Students with Disabilities



State
Special Education

Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rates

00.9% LS. 90.0% 90.3%

83.8%

Class of 2014 Class of 2015 Class of 2016 Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2019

Source:https://rptsvrl.tea.texas.gov/acctres/completion/2019/state.html 'EA

Texas Education Agency



Gaps between special education and general education students grow
throughout their schooling.

General
Education

Special
Education

3 Ath 5th 6th 7th gth ENG | ENG I

This chart notes the trend in reading scores, for the percent of students approaching grade level during 2018-2019 SY.
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Students with a Disability have lower rates of College Readiness and lower
graduation rates than their peers.

90%

50%

All
Students

All

Students

-
College Readiness i % Graduation Rate

Graduating Class of 2018
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State

College, Career, and Military Readiness Special Education

CCMR (with CTE) College Ready

2018-2019 Texas College, Career, and Military Readiness (CCMR) Graduates

Texas Education Agency 29



Gaps between special education and general education students grow
throughout their schooling.

GenEd

SpEd

3 Ath 5th 6th 7t gth ENG | ENG I

This chart notes the trend in reading scores, for the percent of students approaching grade level during 2020-2021 SY.

Texas Education Agency 30



Almost one-third of students with disabilities are students with a specific learning
disability.

Specific Learning Disability 191,044 EEINYA

Speech/Language Impairment ACRIEY 19.8%
AR 14.2%

LRy 14.0%

YN 10.2%

EYR: IV 6.2%

9,227

Other Health Impairment
Autism

Intellectual Disability
Emotional Disturbance

Noncategorical EC

Auditory Impairment 6,930 <2
Blind/Visual Impairment 3,784
Orthopedic Impairment 3,297 > <1%
Traumatic Brain Injury {{ 1,234
Deaf/Blind

447 Y,

SY 2020-2021
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