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· New disability or accessibility program initiatives: Resource Development Update
· Legislative Update: Rider 83
· State Plan for Independent Living Amendment Update
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· Texas State Independent Living Council Quarterly Meetings:  The Texas SILC met virtually in August and October 20, 2021. 
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· N/A
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Rider 83: Independent Living Services Review. (a) Out of funds appropriated above, the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) shall provide an annual report by December 31 of each year to the Legislative Budget Board, Office of the Governor, the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Texas Workforce Commission on the use of funds appropriated above in Strategy F.2.1, Independent Living Services, by the Centers for Independent Living (CILs), including the number of consumers served, breakdown of services provided, performance targets, and any other information HHSC deems necessary to ensure accounting of the use of funds in Strategy F.2.1, Independent Living Services. (b) Out of funds appropriated above, HHSC shall conduct a study of the Independent Living Services (ILS) program, which shall: evaluate the ILS grants and outsource model; assess if the ILS model of service provision is meeting the needs of Texans with disabilities; consider alternate methods to reduce administrative costs; explore utilization of funds and progress of the CILs to obtain alternative or additional funding for operational expenses; maximize funds for the provision of services to consumers; increase collaboration with partners; ensure the provision of No Wrong Door and Wrap-around services; and evaluate whether the number of consumers served has increased due to outsourcing of the program. Additionally, the study will evaluate the roles and responsibilities of the Designated State Entity to identify strengths, weaknesses, risks and opportunities for improvement, and expand the provider base for the services to provide improved support, budgetary flexibility, and added benefits to the provider base. HHSC shall submit a report and findings to the Legislative Budget Board, Office of the Governor, the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, the Chair of the Senate Finance Committee, Lieutenant Governor, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by December 1, 2022. 
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Texas SILC was recently awarded the following funding to complete additional projects aligning with the State Plan for Independent Living goals, objectives, and outreach goals. 

Covering All of Texas Project: $99,583
The Covering All of Texas Project provides various supports and services to the most vulnerable Texans with disabilities to obtain a COVID-19 vaccination if they choose. Many populations in Texas live in rural communities where access to health facilities, pharmacies, or other vaccination sites is nonexistent. Covering All of Texas will employ several strategies to serve as a logistical bridge to provide health benefits for individuals with disabilities.  Specifically, there will be an opportunity to directly provide funds to CILs for work related to coordinating vaccine information and access to their consumers.  Work will also be done to provide cross coordination with the Texas Partners for Inclusive Access. 
Funders: Centers for Disease Control, Department of State Health Services, Texas A&M University

Inclusive Services for Survivors in Texas: $500,000 over three years
The Inclusive Services for Survivors in Texas Project is a collaboration between Texas SILC and its partner, Texas Association Against Sexual Assault, to increase supports and services for sexual assault survivors with disabilities.  Survivors receive services from a collaborative network of sexual assault victim services providers and CIL from an accessible, culturally appropriate, and trauma-informed approach to service delivery. As Texas’ Independent Living Network and TAASA Network share the founding principle of peer support, self-advocacy, and empowerment of independent thought and choice, there remains a valuable opportunity to integrate mission, values, and services. Victim Service Provider services have the opportunity to have more inclusive, accessible services, which can be accomplished with a better understanding of the Independent Living Philosophy, and The Texas Independent Living Network has the opportunity to understand better and implement trauma-informed care, the needs of survivors of sexual assault, and reliance on the invaluable expertise that TAASA brings to communities statewide.  
Funder: U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women

Good Measure Community-Based Evaluation Project:  $30,000
This project aims to learn and develop community outreach methods and expand on Texas SILC’s current disability community partners.  While Texas SILC has a host of partnerships, the purpose of this project is to gather community-based feedback on the State Plan for Independent Living and Independent Living Services in Texas.  We hope that the Good Measure Project develops a community-based, ground-up methodology to gather input, monitor, and evaluate the State Plan.  This project is designed to engage people with disabilities throughout the process to harness their knowledge and use their collective intelligence to define evaluation questions, methods and guide how these results improve planning and programs.  
Funder: Good Measure Group
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State Plan for Independent Living: 
The Independent Living Network is in the process of implementing the FY21-23 State Plan for Independent Living.  The SILC has been working closely with the CIL network to progress objectives relating to accessible transportation, emergency management, housing, and sustainability of the IL Network.  

· The Administration on Community Living recently approved a technical amendment to update Independent Living Services program contractors and service areas for FY22 and FY23.  This amendment was submitted with the support of the SILC and the majority of Centers for Independent Living. 

Written comments on the State Plan are always welcome. Written comments may be emailed to spil@txsilc.org or mailed to:

Texas State Independent Living Council
1524 S. IH35, Suite 320
Austin, Texas 78704

Please contact Brian White at brian@txsilc.org or (512) 371-7353 if you have questions about the State Plan for Independent Living.
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