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The Governor’s Commission for Women promotes opportunities for Texas women through outreach, education, research and referral services.
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2005-2007 Biennial Report

 
The Governor’s Commission for Women produces a biennial report at the end of each term.  For a copy of the 2005-2007 biennial report, please visit the Governor’s website at: 
http://www.governor.state.tx.us/women/women/about/
2008 Texas Women’s Hall of Fame
The Governor’s Commission for Women is accepting nominations for the 2008 Texas Women’s Hall of Fame. Established in 1984, the Hall of Fame was established to honor Texas women, from former first Lady Bird Johnson and Barbara Bush to tennis great Zena Garrison.
Biographies and photographs of the honorees are on display at the Hall of Fame’s permanent exhibit, located on the campus of Texas Woman’s University in Denton, Texas. Since its opening in 2003 more than 15,000 guests have visited the exhibit.
The commission is accepting nominations through March 3, 2008. An independent panel of judges will select five women who will be inducted into the Texas Women’s Hall of Fame. Nomination forms are available on the Governor’s web site at: www.governor.state.tx.us/women. 
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Texas Business Woman of the Year
The Governor’s Commission for Women partnered with the Women’s Chamber of Commerce of Texas to honor notable Texas business women.
The event was held on November 1, 2007 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. The Texas Business Woman of the Year Award was presented to Karen Simon, Executive Vice President and Managing Director for The Bradford Companies. Five women were recognized for the Blazing Star Award: Maeve Pasquez, operating partner for Flemings Prime Steakhouse and Wine Bar, Gina Puente-Brancato, founder of La Bodega Winery, Kendra Scott, Founder and President of Kendra Scott Design, Amy Simmons, founder and CEO of Amy’s Ice Creams, and Marie Sullivan, manager for Freescale Semiconductor. For more information about the event, please visit www.womenschambertexas.com 
Texas Conference for Women 
The Governor’s Commission for Women participated once again in the 2007 Texas Conference for Women. The conference drew almost 8,000 participants.
The Commission partnered with Count Me In for Women’s Economic Independence, a non-profit online micro lender, to host the “Make Mine a Million $ Business” competition at the conference. Ten Texas female business owners presented three-minute pitches about their companies to a panel of judges. Five winners were selected at the end of the conference to receive marketing, financial, and other assistance to help their businesses grow. 
Awardees included Carolyn Morse of Houston-based PowerLung Inc., developer of threshold resistance training machines for the respiratory muscles; Lelani Craig of Sugar Land-based CommGap, a comprehensive language services company that offers complete document translations and spoken word interpretation services; Gayla Bentley of Houston-based Gayla Bentley, LP, a company that designs and markets a collection of women's apparel and accessories for women with curves; Jan Moye of Flower Mound-based Moye I.T. Consulting, an engineering design firm specializing in low-voltage systems; Cynthia Rubio of Austin-based Radiant RFID, a certified RFID solutions provider for tracking assets. For more information about Count Me In, please visit: www.makemineamillion.org.   
The Governor’s Commission for Women also partnered with the Texas Nurses Association to provide free blood pressure, glucose and osteoporosis screenings to hundreds of conference participants. 
The ninth annual conference will be held on October 16, 2008 in Houston at the George R. Brown Convention Center. For more information about the conference please visit: www.txconfereceforwomen.org 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
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October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and the Governor’s Commission for Women was a leading partner on a press conference held on October 9, 2007 at the Texas State Capitol. The goal of the annual awareness event is to encourage women to schedule annual mammograms and promote early detection. 

Speakers included Texas First Lady Anita Perry, Senator Jane Nelson, Dr. David Lakey, Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services and a breast cancer survivor. A reception honoring survivors followed in the Lieutenant Governor’s Reception Room.
Heart Disease Prevention

Heart disease is the No. 1 killer of American women and men. In an effort to promote women’s wellness, the Governor’s Commission for Women supports the American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women Campaign. 

The Go Red for Women campaign motivates women to improve their heart health and live stronger, longer lives. The Campaign provides women with tips and information on healthy eating, exercise and risk factor reduction, such as smoking cessation, weight maintenance, blood pressure control, and blood cholesterol management. These prevention methods can help reduce women’s chance of heart disease and stroke. To find out more about this powerful movement, please visit www.goredforwomen.org.
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Small Business Assistance
The Governor’s Commission for Women is helping Texas State University’s Small Business Development Center (SBDC) promote a series of monthly workshops for small business owners.  For more information, please call 512/716-4800 or visit the Texas State University website at: 
http://www.business.txstate.edu/sbdc/.

If you have received this newsletter from a friend or colleague and would like to receive future issues of our e-newsletters, please email: women@governor.state.tx.us
If you would like to be removed from the               e-newsletter mailing list, please email: women@governor.state.tx.us and write “unsubscribe” in the subject line.




Important Dates





March 3, 2008: Nominations Due





April 2008: Recipients selected by an independent panel of judges





May 2008: Notification letters mailed














This newsletter is produced by the Governor’s Commission for Women. For more information about the Commission please contact:





Governor’s Commission for Women


P.O. Box 12428


Austin, Texas 78711


Phone: (512) 475-2615 or toll free: (800) 839-5323


Fax: (512) 463-1832


Web Site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.governor.state.tx.us/divisions/women" ��http://www.governor.state.tx.us/women� 





Community Resources





Starting a Business:


SCORE		                    800-634-0245


Small Business Association           800-827-5722


ACCION			        210-921-9922


Count Me In 			        212-245-1245





Crisis Hotlines:


Child Abuse Hotline 		   800-4-A-CHILD


Missing Children Hotline	        800-843-5678


National Domestic Violence 	      800-799-SAFE


National Teen Dating Abuse  	        866-331-9474


Child and Elder Abuse	        800-252-5400





Family Issues: 


Child Support Program	        800-252-8014


Texas Youth Commission 	        512-424-6000


Medicaid Information		        800-252-8263


DHS Long Term Care		        800-458-9858


Texas Runaway Hotline	      888-580-HELP





Legal: 


Family Law Hotline	           	        800-777-3247


Texas Advocacy Project	        512-476-5377 


Lawyers Referral Service	        800-252-9690


Grievance against Lawyers	        800-932-1900
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