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Giving to the
Mansion Restoration Fund
The Texas Governor’s Mansion 
fell
 victim to a devastating fire on June 8, 2008 due to arson.  Although the prized contents of the Mansion were in storage, the building suffered significant damage that will cost millions of dollars to repair.  
In June 2008, First Lady Anita Perry established a non-profit organization named the “Texas Governor’s Mansion Restoration Fund” to raise money for the restoration of the Mansion.  Elected officials will be asked to appropriate funding for the restoration when the 81st Legislature convenes in January 2009.  
The Commission for Women will make a contribution to the fund with a portion of the money raised by the breakfast honoring women members of the Legislature in March.
)
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Please Join Us in
Honoring 
The Women Members 
Of the 81st Legislature
March 10, 2009
)
	







On March 10, 2008, the Commission for Women will be hosting a breakfast honoring the women members of the 81st Legislature, which will convene in January 2009.  March is National Women’s History Month and the perfect opportunity to recognize the contributions of these esteemed women to the State of Texas.  
	The breakfast will be held at the new AT&T Executive Education and Conference Center on Martin Luther King Boulevard from 7:30-9:00 a.m.  The event will raise money for the Beacon State Fund, a non-profit organization that supports the Governor’s Commission for Women.  A portion of the money raised will be contributed to the Mansion Restoration Fund.  
	For more information, tickets, and sponsorship, please email women@governor.state.tx.us, or call the Commission for Women at 512-475-2615.  The event is open to the public.  Tickets to the breakfast are $50.00 per individual.  
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Texas Round-Up
Promoting a Healthy Lifestyle

The 6th annual Texas Round-Up race and fitness festival will be held 
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)April 24-25, 2009 in Austin.  The Governor’s Commission for Women is sponsoring the “Kids’ Fit Fun Zone,” which will be full of fun and exciting activities and for children.  We invite you to participate in this wonderful event meant to promote an active and healthy lifestyle.  

By educating and encouraging children and adults to live a physically active life, Texas Round-Up strives to improve the health of Texans.   In 2007, thirty-two percent of Texas high school students were overweight or obese.  Recent statistics show that one-fourth of children in Texas are obese.  The U.S. Surgeon General recently reported that 70 percent of overweight children will become overweight or obese adults.  

Governor Perry created the Texas Round-Up statewide fitness initiative and 10K race in 2004 to motivate Texans to make healthy choices in their lives.  Texas Round-Up is an independent not-for-profit organization.  For more information about the Texas Round-Up and the Kids’ Fit Fun Zone, please visit http://www.texasroundup.org or email women@governor.state.tx.us.
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Did you know?
According to the U.S. Department of Labor, Texas is among the five states with the largest number of women-owned firms.  The state has a total of 381,453 firms.  
)
Getting WISER:
	
WISER Women, which stands for “Women’s Institute for a Secure Retirement,” is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing women with information about retirement and financial security issues.
	The WISER women website features resources presented in concise language that is easily understood.  In April 2008, the Heinz Foundation and WISER co-authored a simple guide: What Every Woman Needs to Know About Money and Retirement. The publication is available for free on their website.
Please visit www.wiserwomen.org to learn more about these incredible resources. 
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Preparing for the
81
st
 Legislature
The 81st Legislature will convene on January 13, 2009, and Gov. Perry has a packed agenda.  Below is a glance at some of his priorities for the session:
Guiding Texas through a potential economic downturn
Establishing a balanced budget
Renewing border security funding
Requesting additional funds to combat transnational gangs
)               National Red Day
February 6, 2009

Get out your red clothing because on Friday, February 6, Americans nationwide will wear red to raise awareness for women’s heart disease.  Everyone can participate by wearing their favorite red dress, shirt, tie, or Red Dress Pin.  
	The Heart Truth, a national awareness campaign for women and heart disease awareness, deemed the Red Dress as the national symbol for women and heart disease awareness in February 2003.  
Heart disease is the No. 1 killer of women – and of men.  Although Americans can lower their risk of heart disease by as much as 82% by leading a healthy lifestyle, one in every three women dies of heart disease.   So mark your calendar for National Wear Red Day and help spread the message!  For more information, please visit The Heart Truth website at http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/hearttruth/wrd/.    
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National
Women’s History Month
March is National Women’s History Month and a time to recognize exceptional women who have made lasting contributions to their communities.   Please join us in celebrating these women and their achievements.  
)
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Texas’s Commissioners
Wendy Taylor
Chair, Austin
Carol Peterson
Vice Chair, Alpine
Stephanie Cavender
San Antonio
Peggy Hairgrove
Bryan
Cynthia Jenkins
Irving
Christie Leedy
Abilene
Lisa Lucero
Austin
Becky McKinley
Amarillo
Carmen Pagan
McAllen
Lisa Perini
Buffalo Gap
Sharon Pittman
College Station
Tresa Rockwell
Austin
Connie Weeks
Austin
Daisy White
Houston
)Important Dates to Remember:
· January 13, 2009:  81st Legislature convenes
· February 6, 2009: National Wear Red Day
· March 10, 2009: Breakfast Honoring Women Legislators
· April 24-25, 2009: Texas Round-Up


Women’s Commission Internship: If you would like to intern for the Governor’s Commission for Women, please email women@governor.state.tx.us for more information.
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Governor’s Commission for Women
 ____________________________________________________
__________
Office of the Governor 
           
Phone: 512-475-2615
P.O. Box 12428 
           
Fax: 512-463-1832
Austin, Texas  78711 
           
women@governor.state.tx.us 
Find us online!
www.governor.state.tx.us/women
The Governor’s Commission for women is a division of the Texas Governor’s Office, designed to promote opportunities for Texas women through outreach, education, research and referral services.
)
If you have received this newsletter from a friend or colleague and would like to receive future issues of the Governor’s Commission for Women e-newsletter, please email: women@governor.state.tx.us.

If you would like to be removed from the e-newsletter mailing list, please email women@governor.state.tx.us and write: “unsubscribe” in the subject line.
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