2011 Session Accomplishments


GOVERNOR’S PRIORITIES
· Balanced Budget: Gov. Perry successfully worked with lawmakers to pass a balanced budget that protects essential services without raising taxes, while maintaining more than $6 billion in the state’s Rainy Day Fund which will keep the state equipped to respond to potential natural disasters or ongoing national economic challenges.

· Loser Pays Lawsuit Reform: The governor signed HB 274, landmark loser pays legislation that will cut down on frivolous lawsuits, and streamline and lower the cost of litigation in Texas courts, keeping Texas job creators in the office and out of the courtroom.
· Voter ID: Texas now requires voters to present a photo ID at the polls, which will protect the integrity of our elections.

· Sonogram Legislation: The governor helped further protect life in Texas by requiring a sonogram before an abortion. 

· Eminent Domain Reform: Texas now has stronger private property rights thanks to eminent domain protections Gov. Perry signed into law that reinforce the fairness of Texas’ eminent domain process.

· Balanced Budget Amendment: Lawmakers passed, and Gov. Perry signed, a resolution calling on the U.S. Congress to pass a balanced budget amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

· Human Trafficking: Gov. Perry worked closely with lawmakers to pass measures that combat human trafficking by giving prosecutors the tools to ensure those that commit this crime are brought to justice, and strengthen the penalties for those who are convicted.

BUDGET/TAXES

· The governor kept his promise in 2009 to reform the small business tax, reducing taxes for 40,000 small businesses. This session, he successfully fought to extend those cuts until 2014. 

· The governor signed HB 4 during the regular session, which reduces spending on state government in the current biennium (2010-11) by more than $1 billion.

· The state budget as provided for in HB 1 (regular session) and SB 2 (special session) accounts for the following needs:
· Allocates more than half of state funds to education. 
· Reduces higher education special items and earmarks by 25 percent.
· Provides $152 million for border security, increasing funding by more than $36 million from last biennium.
· Renews the Texas Enterprise Fund and Texas Emerging Technology Fund so Texas can continue to compete for the jobs and innovation our state needs to thrive (TEF received $150 million and TETF received $140 million).
· Accounts for funding of critical transportation infrastructure needs by appropriating an increase of $3.9 billion from bonds, General Revenue and other funds.
· Implements efficiency and cost containment measures for Medicaid, saving more than $2.8 billion in General Revenue ($385.7 million in savings for managed care, $1.8 billion in cost containment measures, $700 million in pursuing federal flexibility in the Medicaid benefits package).
· Fully funds foster care, adoption subsidy and permanency care caseloads while maintaining 2010-11 funding for Kinship Care.
· Ensures nursing home provider rates are maintained at 2011 levels.
· Continues to prohibit use of state funds for direct or indirect costs of abortion procedures.
· Fully funds $600 million in bonds for cancer research that were authorized in 2007.
HIGHER EDUCATION

· $10,000 Degree: The governor challenged universities to develop a plan that allows students to earn a degree for $10,000 or less. The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) is working with universities to pursue this goal, and the board believes it can be done.

· HB 736 increases the transparency and accountability of public institutions of higher education by requiring that certain faculty data be made available online to help students and their parents make informed decisions about higher education.  

· HB 2999 allows four year institutions to offer a frozen tuition rate program for students who transfer from a two-year institution with an associate degree at the rate that would have been charged their freshman year had the student started at the four year institution. 

· HB 9 rewards public universities that work hard not only to enroll, but also graduate students by requiring THECB and institutions of higher education to develop and establish funding recommendations for institutions that include a funding component based on graduation outcomes. 

· SB 28 requires a priority recipient of TEXAS grant programs to demonstrate academic performance. Previously, there was no merit requirement attached to this program.  

· HB 2910 creates the T-STEM Challenge Scholarship to provide competitive awards to regional partnerships between community and technical colleges and local employers to help attract, retain and graduate STEM students.

· SB 1736 establishes a pilot project called “college credit for heroes” at the Texas Workforce Commission, in coordination with the Higher Education Coordinating Board. This will develop a model for college transfer methods that maximizes academic and workforce education credit awarded by universities to veterans for military experience.  

BORDER/PUBLIC SAFETY
· SB 1698 assists the state in tracking the number of illegal aliens in Texas county jails by requiring each county to report the number and total cost of housing prisoners who have been issued a detainer by ICE to the Texas Commission on Jail Standards. 

· SB 1649 requires the Governor’s Criminal Justice Division to establish and administer a grant that gives funds to border prosecution units, echoing Gov. Perry’s call to help border communities that are burdened with the cost of prosecuting drug and human trafficking crimes. 
· A provision in SB 1 legally requires all individuals to show they are in our state legally before they may obtain a Texas driver’s license or personal identification certificate.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

· Reformed the Medical Privacy Act to prohibit the sale and unauthorized release of electronic medical records.
· Enacted cost savings and quality improvement measures in Medicaid programs, including the use of physician incentives to reduce non-emergent use of emergency rooms, expansion of managed care, and implementation of payment reforms that will increase competition and incentivize quality outcomes.
· Provided new tools for the Health and Human Services Inspector General and the Attorney General to combat fraud and abuse in Medicaid.
· SB 7 and HB 1 contain provisions that prohibit tax dollars from funding abortions. Family planning and women’s health funding will be prioritized to ensure women are receiving comprehensive medical care.  The combination of new laws will defund Planned Parenthood from both Medicaid’s Women’s Health Program and the non-Medicaid Family Planning Grants.
INSURANCE

· HB 1772 allows health insurers to offer exclusive provider benefit plans, which provides an additional lower cost choice to individual consumers and employers.

· HB 2292 requires health maintenance organizations and pharmacy benefit managers to promptly address pharmacy claims, and clarifies auditing standards affecting pharmacists and pharmacy providers.  

· SB 859 permits a single-employee business to join a health care cooperative, and allows development of procedures to allow employers to make contributions or payments for an employee’s health care policy without negative tax consequences.  

· Gov. Perry signed HB 438 that will create parity in out-of-pocket costs between oral and intravenously administered anticancer medications.  

TRANSPORTATION

· SB 548 helps accelerate processing of environmental review documents, which cuts through red tape and allows Texas to build roads more quickly.  

· Allocates the remainder of a $6 billion bond package approved by voters in 2007. These funds will go directly to new construction and congestion relief projects.

ENERGY/NATURAL RESOURCES

· HB 3328 provides a common-sense approach to hydraulic fracturing for oil and natural gas, addressing a crucial method of energy exploration as more shale formations in the U.S. are tapped for their abundant energy reserves. This bill is a bipartisan solution that was created with the input of industry and environmental groups and garnered their widespread support.
· SJR 4 allows voters to approve a constitutional amendment authorizing a $6 billion endowment for water projects. As our population and economy continue to grow, Texas is committed to ensuring families and businesses have clean and reliable sources of water. 
· SB 332 recognizes that a landowner owns the groundwater below the surface of his land.
