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The ETF Research Superiority Acquisition goal is to bring the best and brightest researchers in the world to Texas. This enables our Texas academic institutions to continue to build expertise in key research areas, attract and encourage students to pursue advanced degrees in math, sciences, and engineering, and provide an invaluable resource to the community, especially fostering innovation and commercialization in our companies. Priority for ETF Research Superiority Acquisition is given to proposals that involve scientific or technical fields that have a reasonable probability of enhancing this state's national and global economic competitiveness, may result in a medical or scientific breakthrough, are interdisciplinary, have or may attract federal and other outside funding for research superiority, and are likely to create a nationally or internationally recognized locus of research superiority.
Preference is given to Research Superiority Acquisition proposals that have a high likelihood of supporting commercialization in key areas for Texas. To be eligible for this award, the institution must commit to acquiring a new or enhancing existing research superiority (talent) at a Texas public institution of higher education and be sponsored by the institution's president and the board of regents chairperson.

RESEARCH SUPERIORITY ACQUISITION AWARD CRITERIA

ETF Research Superiority Acquisition Application must meet the following criteria to be considered for funding.  Any proposal not meeting these should reapply under the Commercialization (Subchapter D) ETF application process or the Research Matching (Subchapter E) application process.

      ●	Applicants for an ETF Research Superiority Acquisition Award must be a Texas Public Institution of higher education, as determined by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, or NASA/JSC.

●	Funds awarded from an ETF Research Superiority Acquisition Award must be used to recruit top research talent with a commercialization track record to Texas..

●	Technologies developed from applicants must have sustainability and differentiation from other technologies.  

●	Applicants for this award are required to secure additional matching funds. 

●	The University is required to invest in a Technology Commercialization Office.


DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

Research Superiority Acquisition Award  Applications:
Submit completed applications with any required attachments directly to: The Office of the Governor, Attn: Jonathan Taylor, Director of the Emerging Technology Fund, P.O Box 12428, Austin, TX 78711.  A link to all necessary documents can be found at http://governor.state.tx.us/ecodev/etf. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]All Research Superiority Acquisition program applications must be accompanied by an endorsement from the president or president’s designee of the institutions of higher education involved in the proposal.

Applications must include as the following items, as attachments:   
Letter explaining involvement and commitment of resources from industry partner(s):   |_|Yes |_| No
Letter of approval from department chair level or higher:   |_|Yes |_| No
Commitment letters:   |_|Yes |_| No
Organizational and Technological milestones from department chair level or higher:   |_|Yes |_| No
Commercialization milestones to include proposed timetable from OTT/OTC:   |_|Yes |_| No
Proposed budget from department chair level or higher:   |_|Yes |_| No
Tranche request timetable:   |_|Yes |_| No 
Cvs from primary and support team members: |_| Yes |_| No
Cvs are to include education, previous research, professorships, publications, IP created or owned, speeches, participation in forums, or any other material relevant to the work experience of the hire. 

Only completed applications with required attachments will be reviewed. All fields in the application must be completed for there to be a successful submission.  Any fields that do not apply to the project, please insert “not applicable or N/A” in the space provided. 

Note: Prior to completion of the application, applicants should review V.T.C.A., Government Code Chapter 490 for legislative requirements & purposes.

CONFIDENTIAL AND PROPRIETARY INFORMATION

PLEASE NOTE:

The application document, executive summary and any required attachments are subject to the Texas Public Information Act (V.T.C.A., Government Code Sec. 552).

Confidential and proprietary information must be clearly noted and marked on the applicable page within the application, and attachments.   All portions of the application and attachments that are not marked as being confidential may automatically be considered public information.  The Office of the Governor assumes no responsibility for asserting legal arguments for applicants. Applicants are advised to consult with their legal counsel concerning disclosure issues resulting from this proposal process and to take precautions to safeguard trade secrets and other proprietary information.  

The Office of the Governor must comply with the Texas Public Information Act (the “Act”).  Under the Act, however, we do have authority to maintain the confidentiality of the name of and other information related to a company seeking to locate in the state until after the location negotiations are completed.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Sec. 490.057 Texas Government Code:  “CONFIDENTIALITY.  Information collected by the governor's office, the committee, or the committee's advisory panels concerning the identity, background, finance, marketing plans, trade secrets, or other commercially or academically sensitive information of an individual or entity being considered for an award from the fund is confidential unless the individual or entity consents to disclosure of the information.”
] 


In the event a public information request related to an applicant is submitted to our office, we will:
(1) promptly notify the applicant of the request, 

(2) take all possible and appropriate actions with the Attorney General of Texas to prevent release of the information, including asserting exemptions under the Act (including the Economic Development Negotiations exception of section 555.131[footnoteRef:2] and the Trade Secrets/Commercial Information exception of section 555.110)[footnoteRef:3], and [2:  Sec. 552.131 Texas Government Code:  “EXCEPTION:  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION.  
(a)  Information is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021 if the information relates to economic development negotiations involving a governmental body and a business prospect that the governmental body seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near the territory of the governmental body 
and the information relates to:
		(1)  a trade secret of the business prospect;  or                             
		(2)  commercial or financial information for which it is demonstrated based on specific factual evidence that disclosure would cause substantial competitive harm to the person from whom the information was obtained.
	(b)  Unless and until an agreement is made with the business prospect, information about a financial or other incentive being offered to the business prospect by the governmental body or by another person is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021.
	(c)  After an agreement is made with the business prospect, this section does not except from the requirements of Section 552.021 information about a financial or other incentive being offered to the business prospect:
		(1)  by the governmental body;  or                                            
		(2) by another person, if the financial or other incentive may directly or indirectly result in the expenditure of public funds by a governmental body or a reduction in revenue received by a governmental body from any source.”
]  [3:  Sec. 552.110 Texas Government Code: “EXCEPTION:  TRADE SECRETS; CERTAIN COMMERCIAL OR FINANCIAL INFORMATION.  
           (a)  A trade secret obtained from a person and privileged or confidential by statute or judicial decision is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021.
           (b)  Commercial or financial information for which it is demonstrated based on specific factual evidence that disclosure would cause substantial competitive harm to the person from whom the information was obtained is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021.


BACKGROUND CHECKS

In this section, include information regarding background checks
] 


(3) Provide the company with full information and opportunity to participate in such process.

After a grant is awarded and a contract is signed, the Office will release only non-confidential information in response to public information requests.

Applicants should consult legal counsel in regards to disclosing confidential information and the applicability of the Public Information Act.



CERTIFICATION OF APPLICATION 
Identify the lead Institute of Higher Education .

Institute of Higher Education Name 	  	                                                                                          	                                                  
Authorized Fiscal Agent
	First Name			 Last Name  	
	Title		
	Organization		
	Street Address		
	Mailing Address		
	City		 State  	 Zip     	-	
	Office Phone Number			Direct Office		
	Mobile Number			Fax Number		
	Email Address		

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contained in this Texas Emerging Technology Fund Application is true and correct, as evidence of my signature below.  I further certify the entity is in good standing under the laws of the state in which the entity was organized and that no delinquent taxes are owed to any taxing entity within the State of Texas.
	
	

 Signature										Date    



















APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Exact legal name of the lead institute of Higher Education which application is made
	_________________________________________________________
Federal Tax Identification Number	_________________________________________________________	
Comptroller of Public Accounts Number 	_________________________________________________________
Please list all the officers and team members who will participate in required background checks.



Are all ETF funded campus activities in compliance?  If not, what is the remediation plan?



	
NAME OF PROJECT
Provide name of the project 
	


RESEARCH SUPERIOIRTY QACQUISITION GRANT AMOUNT REQUESTED
Grant amount requested for the project



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Give a summary of the proposed institute or center in the space provided below.  This summary will be used as the initial review document for evaluators, and ETF Advisory Committee members.  Information included should be lifted (in short summary) from categories required later in this application.  Limit to 400 words.

Nature of the Research Activity and Research Team:  

Mission and Goals:  

Non-State Matching Funds:

Demonstrable Economic Benefit to the State:  

Technology Summary:  




Category 1 - NATURE OF THE CURRENT FIELD OF STUDY

1a. Describe the current technological problem. Limit to 200 words.



1b. What is the current state of research to address this issue? What is the state of the research field, both nationally and internationally? How does your research differ?  What is the competitive advantage of the university in this field? Describe the competition related to your technology and current roadblocks you may face. Limit to 300 words. 



1c. Describe the potential opportunities for commercialization with your technology and within the field of study. What commercialization resources of the university and system will be dedicated to the project? Limit to 200 words. 



1d. Describe the sustainability of your project and technology. Limit to 200 words. 



1e. In what ways does your project and technology differ from current technologies. Limit to 200 words. 




Category 2 - Proposed University Involvement 

2. Please describe the universities and departments involved in the proposal. What faculty resources are dedicated to the project? What facility and equipment resources are supplied for usage in this endeavor? What financial resources from the university will be dedicated to the project? What is the current university owned IP related to the proposal? Limit to 200 words. 





Category 3 - Targeted Talent 

The goal of the Research Superiority Acquisition Award is to recruit world class researchers to Texas.  As such, these researchers should be nationally recognized with demonstrated commercialization experience.  Their researcher should be applied not basic. 

3a. Briefly describe how many researchers are being recruited for this project.  Have these members been identified, approached, or confirmed interest in the project? Will a hunting license be issued to fulfill staffing needs? 



3b. Briefly describe the Commercialization experience and company formation experience within the team.  Describe prior industry employment and previous sponsored research from all relevant team members.  If the project is an expansion of a current center or institute, describe the current commercialization track record of the employees and researchers already established at the center. Limit to 200 words.



3c. Please describe any support team members required to complete the project. Junior researchers need not have as much extensive commercialization experience as senior researchers. Limit to 200 words. 



3d. Briefly describe any necessary equipment needed to complete the project. Please include the types of equipment, cost, supplier, timeline of supply, and additional personnel not previously listed required for use of the equipment. Limit to 200 words. 





Category 4 - Industry Partner(s) Involvement 

4. Please describe the historic involvement of all industry partner(s) in the field and with the university. What industry resources are dedicated to the project, including staff, facility, equipment, financial resources, and industry owned IP necessary for the project?  Limit to 200 words.

 


Category 5 – Commercialization Pathway

5a. Please describe the university resources dedicated to commercialization.  What are the Industry partner resources dedicated to the commercialization of this research?  Limit to 200 words.
 


5b. What license agreements exist between the parties proposed for this project?  What are the plans for spin-out companies from this effort?  Limit to 200 words.
 


5c. Describe the commercialization milestones for this project. Include the number of expected spinouts, number of license agreements, and patents as well as the expected date of achievement.  Limit to 200 words.
 




Category 6 - MATCHING FUNDS

6a. Briefly describe the amount and status of the matching funds (proposed, promised, in-hand?).  6b. Is there potential for additional external funding currently or in the future?  6c. What is the source of the matching funds?  Provide the name (s) mailing address, phone number, and email address of the source(s) e.g., federal, industry, or other major sponsor, providing the non-state funds so they may be contacted for verification.  If the applicant has federal or industry funding, please provide a letter of release for the Office of the Governor to request information from the funding source.   Limit to 150 words.






Category 7 - KEY COLLABORATING ENTITIES

7. Identify the key collaborating/partnering entities for the project, other than the applicant.  A collaborating entity is an entity that participates in the research project in some fashion.  Specifically, list public or private institutions of higher education or other research/business entity involved in the project, if any. 

Entity #1
Full legal name 		
Type of entity (university, college, corporation) 		
Principal place of business (city, state, zip)		
Single point of contact name		
Title		
Phone number		
Role in project.  Limit to 50 words.




Category 8 - INVESTIGATING/RESEARCH TEAM

8. Please list the lead and participating investigators for the project.

Lead Investigator
Name		
Title		
Institution or business		
Address (city, state, zip)		
Phone number		

Identify background & role in project moving forward.  Cite any major professional awards, accomplishments and patents.  Limit to 100 words.



Participating Investigator
Name		
Title		
Institution or business		
Address (city, state, zip)		
Phone number		

Identify background and role in project moving forward. Cite any major professional awards, accomplishments and patents.   
Limit to 100 words.
 




Category 9 - RESEARCH MANAGEMENT TEAM

9. List up to 3 key lead management team members. 

Team Member 1
Name		
Title			
Address (city, state, zip)		
Phone number		

Identify background and role in project.  Limit to 50 words.



Team Member 2
Name		
Title			
Address (city, state, zip)		
Phone number		

Identify background and role in project.  Limit to 50 words.















Category 10 - BUDGET

10. Identify and discuss how the awarded funds will be used. 12b. Discuss the future funding needs for the project. 12c. Specify how the funds will lead to project success.  12d. State if the grant is “conditional” on future receipt of external funds.  Limit to 100 words.  






Category 11- OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING

11. List all other sources of funding for the project, e.g., university, federal, industry, other major sponsor.
Source		Amount Committed	Start Date	End Date
     		     		     	     
						          Total        

Category 12- FEDERAL OR PRIVATE GRANTS

12. Has the project been granted other federal or private funds?”  |_| Yes  |_|   No
(If “yes” please fill out the information below)

	Year     	Agency           $     
	Project Title      
	
	Year     	Agency           $     
	Project Title      
	
	Year     	Agency           $     
	Project Title      

	Year     	Agency           $     
	Project Title      
	
	Year     	Agency           $     
	Project Title      

	
 Category 13- REQUIRED ATTACHMENT

Cover letter from university written above the department chair level   		        		  |_|  Attached
Letter of endorsement from the appropriate authority                             	         		   |_|  Attached
Letter explaining involvement and commitment of resources from industry partner(s)                     |_|  Attached
Letter of approval from department chair level or higher                                                             |_|  Attached
Commitment letters                                                                                                                 |_|  Attached
Organizational and Technological milestones from department chair level or higher                         |_|  Attached
Commercialization milestones to include proposed timetable from OTT/OTC                                   |_|  Attached
Proposed budget from department chair level or higher                                                               |_|  Attached
Tranche request timetable                                                                                                                             |_|  Attached
Cvs from primary and support team members                                                                             |_|  Attached
Document listing IP created or owned, licenses, companies create or spinouts, board services         |_|  Attached
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