
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY 

 
To maintain the credibility of the application process and ongoing administration of the 
Emerging Technology Fund (“ETF”), and to assure fairness and impartiality therein, I, 
_____________________________, agree to the following: 
 
For purposes of this policy, “Confidential Information” means any and all confidential or 
proprietary information obtained by me by reason of my relationship with the RCIC and the 
RCIC’s association with the Texas Emerging Technology Fund (“TETF”), including, without 
limitation, confidential or proprietary information of TETF applicants and/or recipients, such as, 
but not limited to, financial information, know-how, technology, data, product information, 
specifications, marketing plans, and  strategic plans.  Confidential Information does not include 
information that: (1) was in my possession before receipt in connection with TETF and without a 
duty of confidentiality, as evidenced by written record predating such disclosure; (2) is or 
becomes a matter of public knowledge through no wrongdoing of my own or that of the RCIC; 
(3) is rightfully received by me from a third party without a duty of confidentiality; (4) is 
disclosed by the owner of the information to a third party without imposing a duty of 
confidentiality on the third party; or (5) is independently developed by me as evidenced by 
written record. 
 
For purposes of this policy, a “conflict of interest” exists when I or my Relative (spouse, child, or 
other relative within the third degree by consanguinity or the second degree by affinity) has a 
personal or business relationship or interest that could reasonably be expected to diminish the my 
independence of judgment or objectivity in the performance of my duties, including, without 
limitation, an equity, debt, or other investment in a TETF-funded entity or an entity that has 
applied for TETF funding.   
 
I will make a full and fair written disclosure to the RCIC Board, a RCIC Selection Committee, 
and/or the RCIC (collectively “RCIC”) of any potential conflict of interest, along with any 
related material facts, prior to participating in any discussion or vote relating to any entity that 
gives rise to the potential conflict of interest.  The RCIC shall determine whether a conflict of 
interest exists.  If a conflict of interest is determined to exist, I shall not participate in any 
discussions, deliberations, or voting related to the entity that gives rise to the conflict, and shall 
not seek or attempt to influence any action taken regarding that entity. 
 
I will protect Confidential Information by using reasonable care to prevent the unauthorized use, 
dissemination or publication of Confidential Information.  I will not disclose Confidential 
Information to any third party (except to the extent authorized by the TETF applicant/recipient 
and the Office of the Governor) and will limit disclosure to authorized employees of the Office 
of the Governor, the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, and the Office of the Speaker of the 
Texas House of Representatives, as permitted in order to fulfill the RCIC’s TETF duties, unless 
prior approval is received from the Office of the Governor.  If I am required to disclose 
Confidential Information by law or a court of competent jurisdiction, then I will provide written 
notice of intent to disclose to the General Counsel of the Office of the Governor at least ten (10) 



days prior to disclosure or, if such notice is not possible under the circumstances, such notice as 
is reasonably possible. 
 
I will use Confidential Information only for TETF purposes and not for personal gain or benefit 
or for the gain or benefit of (1) Relatives; (2) any employee of the RCIC or the Office of the 
Governor; or (3) any third party. 
 
I will not copy or keep Confidential Information for any reason except as required to fulfill my 
TETF duties.  I will return to the RCIC all Confidential Information in my possession 
immediately upon request by the RCIC or immediately upon my termination or resignation from 
the RCIC, whichever comes first. 
 
I will report any investments I make in or compensation I receive from a TETF Recipient to the 
RCIC.   
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Signature     Date 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Printed Name 




