Twenty-two years ago today, President George H. W. Bush signed the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) into law.  Today, the ADA recognizes the civil rights of more than 50 million Americans with disabilities, including 4 million Texans.

Texas has long been a leader in recognizing the rights of people with disabilities.  The historic enactment of the ADA underscored Texas’ commitment to ensuring that all people have an equal opportunity to realize their full potential. 

On the anniversary of the ADA, we look back at the lives of exceptional Texans with disabilities who helped forge our great state.  This past October, Texas celebrated its first annual Texas Persons with Disabilities History and Awareness Month.  Later, Erastus “Deaf” Smith, whose heroism led to victory in the Battle of San Jacinto, was honored in April 2012 in an exhibit at the State Capitol. 

On this anniversary, we also look ahead and usher in a bright future for Texans with disabilities.  Technology is fueling rapid improvements in the lives of people with disabilities and creating opportunities in the place of obstacles.  In San Antonio, at the Center for the Intrepid, our returning veterans overcome injuries through revolutionary rehabilitation services.  Across our state, Texans with disabilities are using new assistive technologies to excel in the workplace and the classroom. 

At this time, I urge all Texans to continue to fulfill the promises of the ADA — equality of opportunity, universal access, and self-determination — because we all benefit when everyone can fully participate in all facets of life in our state.  

Therefore I, Rick Perry, Governor of Texas, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2012, to be 

ADA Awareness Day
in Texas, and urge the appropriate 

recognition whereof.

In official recognition whereof, 

I hereby affix my signature this the

3rd day of July, 2012.

______________________________

Governor of Texas
