Texas Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities
Summary Minutes

October 20 - 21, 2015
Fort Worth Convention Center, 1201 Houston St., Room 203-A
Fort Worth, Texas  76102

Call to Order
Chair Aaron Bangor motioned to call the meeting of the Texas Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities to order. Archer Hadley seconded the motion. The meeting began at 1:30 p.m.

Members Present
Aaron Bangor, Ph.D., Chair
Elizabeth M. Dickey
Heather Griffith
Archer S. Hadley
P. Faye Kuo, J.D.
Linda Millstone
Dylan M. Rafaty
Diane Rose
Marco Treviño, Sr.

Member Excused Absences
The following members submitted requests for excused absences, with the exception of Mr. Becerra’s absence at the October meeting:
Members Absent on July 24, 2015
Rodolfo (Rudy) Becerra, Jr.
Rames Gonzalez
Margaret Larsen
Linda Millstone
David Ondich
Marco Treviño, Sr.
Members Absent on October 20-21, 2015
Marilou Fowler
Margaret Larsen
Rodolfo (Rudy) Becerra, Jr.
Linda Millstone motioned to accept the absences as excused, with the exception of Mr. Becerra’s absence. Marco Treviño seconded the motion. With no opposition, the motion passed.
Staff Present
Jo Virgil, Community Outreach and Public Information Coordinator
Nancy Van Loan, Executive Assistant

Visitors
None

Introductions
Chair Bangor welcomed everyone and thanked the American Sign Language interpreters Ty Mashia, Kelley Schlomach and Jan Duncan. Committee Members introduced themselves, shared the community they represent, and briefly described personal interests in disability issues.

Approval of Minutes
Heather Griffith motioned to approve the Minutes from April 18 and July 24, 2015 Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities meetings as recorded. Faye Kuo seconded; motion passed.

Public Comment
None

Staff Activity Reports (July – September, 2015)
Three staff resigned in the reporting period. Governor’s Office executive staff will assist in filling the vacancies.
The Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities underwent a thorough review by the Texas Sunset Advisory Commission and determined the Committee should continue our work for another 12 years. The Committee is the only cross-disability organization that provides recommendations to the governor and Texas legislators supported by unbiased, clear data.
The Committee was tasked during the 84th Texas Legislature to study Accessible Parking in Texas, as an interim study for the 85th Session.
U.S. Business Leadership Network held their national conference in Austin. Mayor Steve Adler addressed conference participants, and great ideas were exchanged. Aaron Bangor and Dylan Rafaty attended.

Jo Virgil, Community Outreach and Public Information
Significant work included planning the Lex Frieden Employment Awards, in partnership with the Fort Worth Mayor’s Committee on Persons with Disabilities. A panel of judges selected phenomenal winners in seven categories. The Governor’s Office released a press statement. An awards ceremony honoring the winners will be held at the Fort Worth Convention Center on October 21, 2015.
Ms. Virgil compiled Disability History facts that were posted on the Committee’s website and distributed through social media.
National Disability Employment Awareness Month is celebrated in October. The Committee conducts a competition to select artwork included in the poster’s design. Texas artists with a disability are encouraged to submit artwork. This year Astrid Wienken’s symbolic and beautiful painting “True Essence of Strength and Freedom” was selected.
Interaction with communities across the state who have organizations with a focus on disability keep everyone connected. A Quarterly Events Calendar of activities and events is posted on the Committee’s website.

Member Reports on Community Outreach
Aaron Bangor (Austin) spoke during USBLN’s conference about success strategies in the workplace for people with disabilities, especially for transitioning youth. He also presented on Accessible Technology for Users with Visual Disabilities at the annual American Council of the Blind (ACB) of Texas convention.
Elizabeth Dickey (Austin) discussed a study within Austin ISD and Education Service Center Region 13 on trauma informed care and students with disabilities, ie, looking at what happens when people endure certain events. When students don’t feel safe there is a barrier to learning.
Heather Griffith (Austin) attended a presentation on Fort Worth’s Master Plan. As chair for the Fort Worth Mayor’s Committee for Persons with Disabilities, she reported work is ongoing to increase awareness. A three-day disability conference was held. The Mayor’s Committee assisted with planning of the Lex Frieden Employment Awards event.
Archer Hadley (Austin) is an Eagle Scout and serves on the Boy Scouts of America Board of Directors. His focus entails creating a full Boy Scout experience for kids who need more physical accessibility in order to participate at camps, hikes, mountain climbs, etc. Hadley was appointed to the Easter Seals of Central Texas Board. Hadley discussed St. David’s Rehabilitation workout program for persons using wheelchairs to help develop strategies and techniques necessary to stay healthy.
Faye Kuo (Austin) shared technological improvements help people who are Deaf communicate directly, instead of through a second person. She doesn’t have opportunities to address members of the public.
Linda Millstone (Austin) investigates Title IX incidents for the University of Texas at Austin. Title IX applies to sex discrimination, sexual harassment (including violence) or sexual misconduct. Policies are changing as people understand the repercussions experienced when trauma occurs such as rape or sexual assault.
Dylan Rafaty’s (Plano) biggest passion is employment and training. One of his business partners, Next Career Consulting, trains Veterans and individuals with a disability who have certain levels of IT experience. He also partners with Hugs Café in McKinney, a non-profit café where adults with disabilities learn skills and network with celebrity chefs. Rafaty also works with 300 students at Plano Tech’s all day program.
Diane Rose (Bellmead) is an evangelist and motivational speaker. She wants to be able to show every person that they are valued and loved. Some forget about responsibilities of family and friends, so to be more independent Ms. Rose sees a need for more local transportation organizations.
Marco Treviño (Edinburg) recently completed Cognitive Behavior Therapy practice. Treviño addressed National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month in the school district discussing the stigma and knowledge that it is okay to seek help when struggling; at least 200 attended. A mother of an adolescent shared her powerful story. Community Council of the Rio Grande Valley (the local 211 area information center) is bringing more resources to the area. The Veterans Administration is training staff members on prevention and management of disruptive behavior through an initiative with UT-Rio Grande Valley to provide mental health services to veterans.

Election of Vice Chair
Chair Bangor facilitated a discussion on naming a Committee member to serve as vice chair to conduct meetings if the chairperson is absent. Diane Rose motioned to nominate Marco Treviño. Heather Griffith seconded; motion was approved.

Orientation to 2016 Committee Work Plan
Chair Bangor emphasized the need for Committee members to assist staff in accomplishing the 2016 Work Plan. Staff’s job is to serve Texans and not to set policy. Staff answer questions from the public on a daily basis; and field questions of the press and legislators. Major tasks include:
Accessible Parking Interim Study, assigned by Legislature, due November 2016
2015 Annual Survey “Texans and Age-Related Disabilities” (survey is closed; need an analysis)
2017-2018 Policy Recommendations
Conduct a 2016 Citizen Input Survey and incorporate analysis into Policy Recommendations
Legislation that did not pass in the 84th Session will need to be kept as “trend” in the new Policy Recommendations
Implementation of Sunset’s Recommendations
Identify long-range plans to discover gaps missing in the compilation of all state agencies
Identify and post disability-related information on Committee’s website; and link to other agencies’ long-range plans

New Committee Member Training
Chair Bangor facilitated a discussion with newly appointed Members on the Committee’s Goals, expectations of Committee members, office structure and the Committee’s Functions.

Reports from our ExOfficios
Chair Bangor stressed the importance of our partnership with the exofficio agencies. He encouraged Committee members to read the reports which were included in the briefing book. Linda Millstone requested Texas Workforce Commission include numbers served from the Civil Rights Division. Elizabeth Dickey requested information from Department of Aging and Disability Services on the impact of crisis intervention provided to families when a member has a disability. Dylan Rafaty suggested live video coverage of Committee meetings to ensure the public has access. This would also benefit local committee outreach.

Adjournment
Upon completion of all Committee business Archer Hadley motioned to adjourn the meeting. Marco Treviño seconded; the meeting adjourned at 9:46 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Nancy Van Loan, Recorder
